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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
September 13th, 2026 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 

Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 

These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 

glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 

to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Sue Ambrosic in memory of Joe Ambrosic. 

 

Introduction 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before 

the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive 

seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in 

worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 

reconciliation in the world. 

 

Readings and Psalm 

Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph reconciles with his brothers 

Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 

Romans 14:1-12 

Accepting diversity in the community of faith 

Matthew 18:21-35 

A parable of forgiveness in the community of faith 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
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The Westminster Strike 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude    Elevation, Opus 33-  Raymond Weidner (b. 1947) 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN     All Creatures Worship God Most High  ELW 835 

       (verses 1-4) 
 
      

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight 

in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 

 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 

before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 

the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 

servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then 

his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 

slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 

God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 

order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 

speaking kindly to them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM  Have You Heard God’s Voice Frederick Chatfield (b 1950) 

                            Chancel Choir 

Have you heard God's voice; has your heart been stirred? Are you still prepared to 

follow? Have you made a choice to remain and serve, though the way be rough and 

narrow? Will you use your voice; will you not sit down when the multitudes are 

silent? Will you make a choice to stand your ground when the crowds are turning 

violent? Will you walk the path that will cost you much and embrace God's love and 

sorrow? Will you trust in One who entrusts to you the disciples of tomorrow? Will 

you watch the news with the eyes of faith and believe it could be different? Will you 

share your views using words of grace? Will you leave a thoughtful imprint? In 

your city streets will you be God's heart? Will you listen to the voiceless? Will you 

stop and eat, and when friendships start, will you share your faith with the 

faithless? 

-text by Jacqui Jones 

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 

 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 

abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed 

them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own 

lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 

them stand. 

  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, 

observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks 

to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so 

that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God. 11 For it is written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
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The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who 

owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the 

lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity 

for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that 

same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then 

his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 

pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then 

his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your 

fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to 
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be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do 

to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON        Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Where Charity and Love Prevail   ELW 359 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us. 

 

After each petition the following response is given: 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

ANTHEM      I Choose Love    Mark Miller (b. 1967) 

      Chancel Choir 

In the midst of pain, I choose love. In the midst of pain, sorrow falling down like 

rain, I await the sun again, I choose love.  In the midst of war, I choose peace. In 

the midst of war, hate and anger keeping score, I will seek the good once more, I 

choose peace.  When my world falls down, I will rise. When my world falls down, 

explanations can’t be found, I will climb to holy ground, I will rise.  In the midst of 

pain, I choose love. In the midst of pain, sorrow falling down like rain, I await the 

sun again, I choose love. 

 

OFFERTORY  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us Pray 

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings 

are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and 

our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, …. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Christ invites you to this table. 

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

COMMUNION SONG   
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Communion:    When We Are Living      ELW 639 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 

life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 

signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 

name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING  HYMN     Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing     ELW544 

BLESSING 



 

13 

 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen.  
 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude              Trumpet Tune in G   Sam Batt Owens (1928-1998) 

 

 

Music Notes:  Many thanks to Loren Veigel, the Blooming Strings Quartet, Laura 

Evert, Dick Evert, Phyllis Staver, Patty Long, Heidi Hall, Kim Oberlin, Lexi 

Johnson, Lizzie Blaha, Sammy Kay Smith, Teresa Houston, Thomas Haake, Alex 

Piepenbrink, Kathryn Cuvelier, Emily Roh, The Camarada Brass Quintet, and Chris 

Hall for providing special music while the choir was on summer recess.  We 

appreciate the many and varied musical gifts they shared with us! 

 

 

In our prayers today we will remember 

Greg Karlin, Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Riley Hostatler, John, Lorili, Ema, 

Mason, Jan Hawley, Lynn Williamson, Cindy Lash, Bob & Marlene Rupp, Gary 

Maurer, Richard Green, Abbie Deuble, Linda Wentling, Eric & Rick Theiss, Judy 

Hall, Anna Langenfeld, Karen Daily, Sandra Jelen, Jimmy Southard, Mark Gergley, 

Jack Norton, Becky Johnson. 
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Let us know you are here. 
 

Please sign the St. Paul’s Friendship Register at the end of 

your pew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Sunday School 
 

The Prophet Jeremiah 

…and the Lord said, “Now I have put my words in your 

mouth.” (Jeremiah 1:9) 

 

The Adult Sunday School class meets for fellowship and Bible study after the morning worship 

service. The focus for September and the coming months will be a close look at Jeremiah, an 

Old Testament prophet whose story and that of those who heard his message have much to 

teach us. Ancient words? Yes. With relevance for us today? Absolutely. Whether you have 

regularly attended Sunday School or are thinking about making it a regular part of your Sunday 

morning at St. Paul’s, know you will receive a blessing from the study of God’s Word. That’s a 

promise. 

 

The group meets in Parish Hall, second floor, after morning worship from approximately 11:30 

- 12:10. An elevator is available for easy access. 

 

 

Adult Choir Rehearsals 

Sunday Mornings at 8:30 am  

All are welcome! 
New for Fall 2026!   

Our adult rehearsals are moving from 

Wednesday evenings to Sunday 

mornings.   

Beginning September 13th, join us at 8:30 

AM in the choir room to make a joyful 

noise.   
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Handbell Choir 
 

The Handbell choir will rehearse 9/23, 9/30, and 

10/7 in preparation to ring on October 11 in worship. 

Also mark your calendars for rehearsals on 11/11, 

11/18, and 12/2 in preparation to ring on December 6 

in worship AND for the Candlelight Walk. 

We meet at 6 pm. All are welcome, but please, please 

let Abby know if you plan to ring so she can prepare 

music for you! 

 
 

Education Building Informational 

Sessions 

 

On September 20th and October 4th, question 

and answer sessions will be held after church to 

discuss the future of the Education Building.  

 

There are 4 proposals as to the future of this 

building and important decisions need to be 

made. As some proposals involve heating and 

cooling issues, decisions must be made very soon.  

 

The meetings will explain these proposals, discuss the costs of each, and give you an 

opportunity to ask questions and express your views. A written survey will also be distributed 

so that you can express your wishes. Please mark one of these dates on your calendar.  

 

 

September 20th at 3:00 PM  

 

The 9/11 Community 

Commemorative Choir Kicks off 

our Cathedral Concert Series 
 

The 9/11 Community Commemorative 

Choir is a volunteer regional choral 

group in Northeastern Ohio that 

performs annual "Lest We Forget" 

memorial concerts. Directed by John Hayward and Stephen Popa and accompanied by Jimmy 

Oakley, the choir honors the victims of the 2001 attacks and subsequent losses with sacred, 

classical, and patriotic music. 
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Alzheimer’s Association 
 

The Welfare and Social Action Committee will be hosting a speaker from the Alzheimer’s 

Association.  This event is open to everyone. Please encourage any friends that you think may 

benefit from this lecture. 

 

When: September 21, 2026 

Where: St. Paul’s Parish Hall 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Topic: Supporting Independence 

 

 

 

 

Spring Hill Historic Home 

and Underground Railroad 

Site 
 

Announcing the 21st Annual 

Underground Railroad Experience, 

coming Sept.19th from 10:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. Learn about 

Massillon’s African American and 

Underground Railroad history and 

celebrate African cultural heritage 

with song, dance, storytelling, art, 

and food. 

 

 

Pepperoni Rolls 
 

God's Kitchen Angels are back in action 

and are starting off the season with 

pepperoni rolls.  Pepperoni rolls will be 

available to purchase on September 27th 

following worship.  

There are no preorders, so this is a first 

come, first serve opportunity.  

Cost: 6 rolls for $10 
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Historic Road Trip 
October 1st @ 12:45 

 

Robert Toland Wright designed many of the 

beautiful windows at St Paul’s.  He also 

designed beautiful windows for Grace Lutheran 

Church in Wadsworth. Peg Gibbs has contacted 

them, and they have invited us to come tour 

their church and learn about the windows. 
 

On October 1st at 12:45 pm, we will begin our tour at St. Paul’s learning about the windows 

Wright designed for our church and then carpool to Grace Lutheran in Wadsworth to learn the 

history of their windows. 
 

On the way home we will stop at Dragonfly Winery in Canal Fulton for a drink of wine, beer or 

soft drinks.  You can also order appetizers, flat breads or sandwiches. Let us know you are 

coming by calling or texting Sue Reid at 330-323-6688 
 

Note: Friendship Circle will be participating in this trip in lieu of their October meeting. 

Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 

 

Join us on October 16th, 2026 at 7PM 

An Evening with the Singers 

 
The University Singers are the Ohio University School of Music’s flagship 

mixed choral ensemble, made up of many of the university’s most talented 

and dedicated singers. 

 

The Northwest Singers are an advanced, auditioned mixed voice ensemble 

based out of Northwest High School in Canal Fulton, OH, located just 

minutes away from Massillon. Made up of 10th to 12th-grade students, this 

premiere choral group focuses on rigorous vocal training, curricular 

performances, and community mentorship. 
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An Evening in Amish Country for Dinner & 

Sail On- Beach Boys Tribute Concert at the Amish Country Theatre 

Wed., Oct. 21, 2026 
 

Join us as we meet at church at 4:00 pm and carpool to 

Farmstead Restaurant in Berlin for an Amish buffet dinner 

with pie for dessert.   
 

Following dinner, we will see the 7:00 pm Beach Boys 

Tribute Concert.  This show has come highly recommended! 
 

The cost for Dinner and the show is $70 per person.   

 

The deadline for reservations is October 1.  Please call Sue Reid at 330-323-6688 for 

reservations. Payment can be delivered to the church office or given to Sue. 
 

If you would like to enhance your evening with a wine tasting, you can meet at the church at 

2:00 pm to carpool to Han’s Place to sample Swiss Heritage wines and met up with our party at 

5:00 pm at Farmstead Restaurant. 

Feel free to invite a friend to enjoy this evening with us!! 

A big thanks to Loren Veigel for planning this event! 

 

 

 

Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP 
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your smart phone and download 

the “My Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   

 

 

Community Social Media Pages 

Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 

 

Facebook 

“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or 

“Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s 
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Scan the QR code to join our 

Cathedral Concert Series email list! 

 
For more concert series information, visit our 

website:  

https://stpaulsmassillon.org/concert-series 

 

 

CONCERTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO ALL.  YOUR FREEWILL 

OFFERINGING IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake 
 

Assisting Minister     Kathryn Myers 
 

Lector     Eric Myers Family 
 

Greeters     Gary Collard 
 

Communion Assistants   Dennis Morgan & David Stoner 

       

Sacristan     Lynda Klein  
 

Ushers            Mark Waltz, Russ Poling 

             & Phil Halco 
 

Acolytes     Scott Larson, Thomas Haake 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 

 

 

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

GATHERING HYMN     All Creatures Worship God Most High ELW 835 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Where Charity and Love Prevail   ELW 359 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 

Communion:    When We Are Living     ELW 639 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 

SENDING  HYMN     Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing    ELW544 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
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ELW 835 

(verses 1-4) 
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ELW 359 
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ELW 639 
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ELW 544 


