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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
July 5th, 2026 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here. 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our St. Paul’s 

App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. For our young 

worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. These are on 

the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the 

colored glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and 

would like to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion 

to you.  
 

 

Introduction   

 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The prophet 

describes an everlasting realm that contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by peace, 

humility, and freedom. Jesus associates with those excluded from the religious community. 

Like Paul, we struggle with selfish desires; we lament flawed systems; and we seek God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. We gather around word, water, and meal by Christ’s invitation: “Come 

to me, all you that are weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and hope for life in beloved 

community. 

Readings and Psalm 

Zechariah 9:9-12 

The king will come in humility and peace 

Psalm 145:8-14 

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8) 

Galatians 5:1-15 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

The yoke of discipleship 

 

 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-5/22622
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-5/22622
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-5/22622
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Hymns from the Tower                                             Church Carillon  

Prelude:      America the Beautiful     Samuel A. Ward 

                       Arr. by Cindy Berry 

Phyllis Staver, pianist  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the 

weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 

Amen. 

 

Let us bring every burden to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of all mercy, 

we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within 

ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the 

evil that dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of 

the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, 

and restore us for lives of compassion and courage through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen. 

 

All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN O Beautiful For Spacious Skies  ELW 888 

 

GREETING  
 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray.  

Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and 

freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, 

but above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your 

name and blessings to all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 

 

 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 See, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
  

Second Reading: Galatians 5:1-15 
 

1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again 

to a yoke of slavery. 

  2 Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that, if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ 

will be of no benefit to you. 3 Once again I testify to every man who lets himself be 

circumcised that he is obliged to obey the entire law. 4 You who want to be 

reckoned as righteous by the law have cut yourselves off from Christ; you have 
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fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for the 

hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 

counts for anything; the only thing that counts is faith working through love. 

  7 You were running well; who prevented you from obeying the truth? 8 Such 

persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 A little yeast leavens the 

whole batch of dough. 10 I am confident about you in the Lord that you will not 

think otherwise. But whoever it is that is confusing you will pay the penalty. 11 But 

my brothers and sisters, why am I still being persecuted if I am still preaching 

circumcision? In that case the offense of the cross has been removed. 12 I wish those 

who unsettle you would castrate themselves! 

  13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your 

freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved to 

one another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, however, you bite and devour one 

another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is 

like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
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18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 

19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 

deeds.” 

 

  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 

revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All 

things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 

the Son chooses to reveal him. 

  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON         Rev Mark Kreemer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    What a Friend We Have In Jesus ELW 742 

 

CREED . 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 
 

After each petition the following response is given: 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Offertory:    Oh, Shenandoah   arr. Cindy Blevins 

Mr. Evert, clarinet; and Ms. Evert, violin 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and 

winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land. 

Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your 

love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places…. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

 

Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: 

Taste and know that God is good to all. 
 

 

 
 

Communion      Amazing Grace     arr. Blevins 

Mr. Evert, clarinet; and Ms. Evert, violin 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

 Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with the very 

gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken world. 

Channel our common life toward the common good, following the way our Savior 

leads us now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory   ELW 890 

BLESSING 
 

The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, ☩ one God, 

bless you and equip you for living and serving, today and every day. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:   Postlude On National Airs   Charles Callahan (1951-2023) 

 

 

In our prayers today we will remember 

Jan Hawley, Bob Fox, Lynn Williamson, Cindy Lash, Bob & Marlene Rupp, Judee 

Reed, Paul Staver, Richard Green, Abbie Deuble, Linda Wentling, Eric & Rick 

Theiss, Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Judy Hall, Kenneth & Jean Dexter, Anna 

Langenfeld, Karen Daily, Denise Korns.  

 
Music Notes: 

 

Phyllis Staver is a member of the Class of 1969 at Tuslaw High school and continued her 

studies at Ashland (College) University where she graduated Magna sum laude with a degree in 

Music Education in 1972. She studied piano with Elizabeth Pastor who was also on the faculty 

of the Cleveland Institute of Music and choral conducting with Dr. Calvin Y. Rogers, a graduate 

of the Oberlin Conservatory of Music. Her teaching responsibilities included stints in the 

Jackson, Fairless, and Tuslaw Public Schools where she taught K – 12 choral and general music 

while maintaining an active private studio, teaching voice, piano, and flute. Her choirs received 

superior ratings in OMEA adjudicated events as did her private students. During those earlier 

years Phyllis was also a children’s choir director here at St. Paul’s with three well attended 

youth choirs and later became an adult choir director and handbell director at other churches as 
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well as a fulltime organist. She has performed on numerous recitals using repertoire from a 

variety of composers, both classical as well as contemporary. For the past 20 years Phyllis has 

also served as an OMEA adjudicator of vocal and piano events as well as Large group events 

for choirs. 

She has a husband and four adult children plus four grandchildren with four horses in the barn 

and an English Springer Spaniel in the house. Piper was recently given the title of Service Dog 

so that she and her owner can visit hospitals and nursing homes in the role of emotional support 

animal.  Her other volunteer position is with Meals on Wheels where she has delivered meals 

and emotional support for 18 years. 

She still derives pleasure from adding music to worship services where we are admonished to 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord”; she just prefers that it be in tune! 
 

Richard Evert, from Sturgis, MI, plays clarinet and the family of saxophones.  He attended the 

University of Michigan for two years and traveled to Russia with the University Symphonic 

Band under the Presidents Cultural Exchange Program.  Following this, he played in the United 

States Air Force Band in Washington D.C.  Richard has received degrees in Music Education 

and Clarinet Performance from the University of Cincinnati Conservatory of Music.  He worked 

for the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra for 15 years.  As a teacher, Richard has taught 

preschoolers through college students.  He has appeared as a soloist with concert bands, jazz 

bands, polka bands, chamber ensembles as well as in church settings.  For the last six years, 

Richard has traveled the 50 states while RVing full time.  He plays in the Canal Fulton 

Community Band and enjoys reading in his spare time.   
 

Heather Evert (daughter of Dick) has a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Akron 

in ballet and has studied violin with members of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. She lives 

in Marshallville, on her grandparents’ farm, and has goats, cats, indoor rabbit and guinea 

pigs.  In the summer, she has a large garden that keeps her busy. She also sings in the Cantate 

Singers that perform in the area. 

 

Rehearsals for the St. Paul’s Steelband 

Are you needing some island vibes this 

summer? 

 

Come join the St. Paul's Steelband as we 

learn about the music and culture of 

Trinidad! 

 

We meet on Wednesdays from 6-7pm in 

the education building. No music 

experience is required and those of all ages are welcome. 

 

Nervous about your first rehearsal or just curious but can't come to class?  See Eleanor before or 

after service to set up a free demo lesson! 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

After worship June 28th, the Church Council met to 

discuss urgent repairs to the sanctuary air handler. 

During routine maintenance, it was discovered that 

the ball bearings and shaft are in need of immediate 

replacement. Our heating contractor, Standard 

Plumbing, has advised us that these components 

could fail at any time. 

 

Because replacement parts will take approximately three to four weeks to arrive, it is important 

that we authorize the repairs as soon as possible. Under our congregation’s financial policies, 

this repair exceeds the Council’s spending threshold and therefore requires congregational 

approval. 

 

For this reason, we are calling a special congregational meeting immediately following worship 

July 5th. We recognize that this is a holiday weekend, but the timing is unavoidable given the 

urgency of the repair and the lead time required to obtain the necessary parts. 

 

Thank you for your understanding and your faithful stewardship as we care for the facilities 

God has entrusted to us. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Mark 

 

Church Picnic – Aug. 2nd Following Worship 

We will be grilling hamburgers and hot dogs 

with an ice cream bar as a special treat. 

Please bring a covered dish according to your 

last name.   

A-F –side dish 

G-N –dessert 

O-Z –salad or appetizer 

 

We will have special music from Ellie playing the steel drum. 

After you have plenty to eat, you can join in on the fun outside. 

There will be games on the lawn including a corn hole tournament with prizes. 

Note: The Fellowship Committee will be in the kitchen to accept food before church 
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Summer Read & Conversation Opportunity  

Thursday Mornings at 10 am Starting in July 9th. 

Over the past several months, many people have asked an 

important question: What is a faithful Christian response 

to the times in which we live? Others have wondered how 

we can speak with family members, friends, neighbors, and fellow Christians who may see the 

world very differently than we do. 

This summer, I invite those who are interested to read the book The Separation of Church and 

Hate together. The book explores the intersection of faith, politics, culture, and Christian 

witness in today’s world. It raises challenging questions about how followers of Jesus are called 

to live with both conviction and compassion. 

This conversation will not be for everyone, and that is perfectly okay. The goal is not political 

agreement, nor is it to debate winners and losers. Rather, the hope is to create space for 

thoughtful reflection, respectful conversation, and faithful listening. 

As Christians, we are called to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15). That means we can 

hold differing opinions while still treating one another with dignity, grace, and respect. Our 

congregation will continue to be a place where questions may be asked honestly and where 

people are valued as brothers and sisters in Christ, even when perspectives differ. 

 

Have you checked out our website lately?  

www.stpaulsmassillon.org 

Find out upcoming events, the newsletter, calendar, concert 

information, Worship Bulletins, lectionary notes, livestream the 

services, history of our church, and much, much more! 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting  

August 16th 
 

Please plan to participate in the Annual 

Congregational Meeting on August 16th 

following The Worship Service. 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsmassillon.org/
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Capital Campaign Report 

With joy and gratitude, we continue to celebrate the completion of our new entrance and 

bathrooms. For the past nine months, these improvements have already been a blessing—

offering a warm welcome and greater accessibility to all who enter. Thank you for the 

generosity and faith that made this possible. 

Yet our work of caring for God’s house continues. 

As we look ahead, several significant needs have emerged: 

• Parish Hall Window Wells Repair – Estimated cost: $169,000 

Addressing these issues is essential to protect the integrity of the building and prevent 

further damage. 

• Completion of the Heating & Cooling Conversion (Parish Hall) – Estimated cost: 

$150,000 

Finishing this project will ensure a comfortable, efficient, and usable space for ministry 

year-round. 

• Organ Maintenance and Restoration – Estimated cost: $100,000–$200,000 

Our organ plays a vital role in worship, and necessary maintenance will preserve its voice 

for future generations. 

These are substantial projects, but they are also opportunities—opportunities to care for the 

spaces where ministry happens, where lives are touched, and where the Gospel is proclaimed. 

Through your continued generosity, we can preserve and strengthen this place of welcome, 

safety, and worship. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to 

God’s grace for generations to come.  Thank you for your faithfulness and your partnership in 

this shared ministry. 

Let us know you are here. 

Please sign the St. Paul’s Friendship Register at the end of your pew. 

 

Youth News  

 
We have many youth and young adults that are very active in a 

variety of areas, and we want to spotlight them in The Bridge. If you 

know of someone you'd like to feature, please submit the information 

to the church office: Officeadmin@stpaulsmassillon.org 
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP 
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your smart phone and download 

the “My Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download. 

 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

 

Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 

 

 

Community Social Media Pages 

Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 
 

Facebook 
“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake 

 

Assisting Minister     Dave Stoner 
 

Lector     Kathryn Myers 
 

Greeters     Rob Pritchett 
 

Communion Assistants   Scott Larson & Kathryn Myers 

       

Sacristan     Patty Long 
 

Ushers            Jack & Marilyn Norton 

             Karl Kalk, Craig Maurer  

  

Acolytes     Scott Larson, Thomas Haake 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 
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Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 
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Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

GATHERING HYMN O Beautiful For Spacious Skies  ELW 888 
Public Domain 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    What a Friend We Have In Jesus  ELW 742 

Public Domain 

 

SENDING HYMN:  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory   ELW 890 
Public Domain 
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