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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
July 26th, 2026

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 

Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 

These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 

glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 

to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Kathy & Bryan Corban  in Memory of Patsy & John 

Kindig & Don & Leona Corban 

 

Introduction 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s 

gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 

sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great 

catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us 

first! 
 

Readings and Psalm 

1 Kings 3:5-12 

Solomon’s prayer for wisdom 

Psalm 119:129-136 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130) 

Romans 8:26-39 

Nothing can separate us from God’s love 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Parables of the reign of heaven 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
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The Westminster Strike 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude    Bergamask  Paul Koepke (1918-2000) 

Elizabeth Blaha, flute 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your 

sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN   For the Beauty of the Earth  ELW 879 
 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you 

bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 

wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, 

“Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and 

steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in 
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faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have 

kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his 

throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in 

place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go 

out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 

chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give 

your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to 

discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 

  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because 

you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life 

of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 

right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning 

mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after 

you.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem    Christ Hath a Garden   arr. Gerald Near (b. 1942) 

     Samantha Smith, soprano 

Christ hath a garden walled around, A Paradise of fruitful ground, Chosen by love 

and fenced by grace From out the world's wide wilderness. Like trees of spice his 

servants stand, There planted by his mighty hand; By Eden's gracious streams, that 

flow To feed their beauty where they grow. Awake, O wind of heav'n and bear Their 

sweetest perfume through the air: Stir up, O south, the boughs that bloom, Till the 

beloved Master come: That he may come, and linger yet Among the trees that he 

hath set; That he may evermore be seen To walk amid the springing green. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 
 

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who 

searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 

for the saints according to the will of God. 

  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 

are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, 
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and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 

glorified. 

 

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 

us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will 

he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or 

rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for 

us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 

and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on 

finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 

the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. 

The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them 

into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to 

them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven 

is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and 

what is old.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON         Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Be Thou My Vision   ELW 793 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 
 

After each petition the following response is given: 
God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 

cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Anthem Sing Unto the Lord- George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 

Ms. Smith, soprano & Teresa Houston, mezzo soprano 

Sing unto the Lord, ye nations; Sing His praises among all people, Let the earth be 

joyful, and praise His name with singing, for great is our Lord.  Sing unto his with 
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thanksgiving, Sing unto God with joy, O sing unto the Lord.  Alleluia!  Our God is 

merciful, and ruleth the world with righteousness; He ruleth the world with 

righteousness. 

 

 

OFFERTORY  

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, …..And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Heaven has come near. 

Come, share in the feast! 

 

COMMUNION SONG   

 

 
 

Communion     Trinitarian Blessings   K. Lee Scott  

  Ms. Houston, mezzo-soprano 

May the sending One Sing in you, May the Seeking One walk with you, May the 

Greeting One stand by you in your gladness and your grieving.  May the Gifted One 

relieve you, May the Given One retrieve you, May the Giving One receive you, in 

your falling and your restoring.  May the Binding One unite you, May the One 

Beloved invite you, May the Loving One delight you, Three-in-One, joy in life 

unending. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

 Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 

the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may 

share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

SENDING HYMN: God Of Grace and God Of Glory  ELW 705 

BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude             Festive Tune in C Major   Michael McCabe (b. 1941) 

 

 

In our prayers today we will remember 

Jan Hawley, Bob Fox, Lynn Williamson, Cindy Lash, Bob & Marlene Rupp, , 

Judee Reed, Paul Staver, Richard Green, Abbie Deuble, Linda Wentling, Eric & 

Rick Theiss, Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Steve Kress, Judy Hall, Kenneth & Jean 

Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Karen Daily, Denise Korns. 

 

Music Notes: 

Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) Blaha is a rising 8th grader at Wadsworth Middle 

School.  She is involved in her school band, jazz band, choirs, and theater 

programs.  Outside of school, Lizzie is a performer with The Wadsworth 

Footlighters and ETC Heid’s School of Musical Arts. 
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Samantha (“Sammy Kay”) Smith is the Events Director at Stan Hywet Hall & 

Gardens in Akron, Ohio where she manages the Events Team that plans and 

coordinates the public, private, and internal events, including Deck the Hall, Ohio 

Mart, and many weddings and corporate celebrations. Sammy Kay holds a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Communication Studies from Ohio University.  A voice 

student of Paula Morgan, Sammy Kay has been part of the St. Paul’s music 

program since 2011 and has served as our soprano section leader since 2018.   

 

We welcome mezzo-soprano, Teresa Houston, whose life has included five 

decades of singing and playing clarinet throughout northeast Ohio churches and 

musical theatre productions. This summer is especially packed with performances 

in the Canton Concert Band and Canal Fulton Community Band. Home-grown in 

Canton, she and her husband, Merle Smith, are grateful for every opportunity to 

share their God-given gifts with the greater community.  Today, Teresa is pleased to 

blend voices with our own chorister, Sammy Kay Smith. 
 

 

Let us know you are here. 

 

Please sign the St. Paul’s Friendship Register at the end 

of your pew. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rehearsals for the St. Paul’s Steelband 

Are you needing some island vibes this summer? 
 

Come join the St. Paul's Steelband as we 

learn about the music and culture of Trinidad! 
 

We meet on Wednesdays from 6-7pm in the 

education building. No music experience is 

required and those of all ages are welcome. 
 

Nervous about your first rehearsal or just 

curious but can't come to class?  See Eleanor 

before or after service to set up a free demo 

lesson! 
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Salvation Army’s Back-to-School Bash 

Last Day for Collection 

Beginning July 12th, we will be collecting school supplies for the Salvation Army’s Back-to-

School Bash. Please place all donations at the back of the church. Our last collection date will 

be July 26th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jr. High 7-8  

J#2 Pencils Scissors 

Pens Composition Notebooks 

Highlighters Ruler 

Colored Pencils Plastic folders with pockets and prongs 

Elmer glue stick Notebook Paper 

  

High School 9-12  

#2 Pencils Single Subject Spiral Notebooks 

Box of Markers Box of Colored Pencils 

Notebook Paper (college ruled) Composition Notebooks 

2-pocket folders Ruler 

 

 

Elementary K-3  

Crayola Crayons, 24 pack Folders with 2 pockets & prongs 

Crayola Markers Spiral Notebook (wide ruled) 

Elmer’s Glue Bottle & Glue Sticks Ruler 

Pencils #2 Colored Pencils 

Large Pink Erasers Pencil Sharpener 

Fiskar Scissors – Rounded Top  
  

Intermediate 4-6  

#2 Yellow wooden pencils Colored Pencils 

Scissors Plastic folders with pockets and prongs 

Crayons, 24 pack Composition Notebooks 

Eraser (pink) Notebook Paper 

Elmer’s Glue & Glue Sticks Spiral Notebook  
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Church Picnic – Aug. 2nd Following Worship 

We will be grilling hamburgers and hot dogs with an ice 

cream bar as a special treat.  Ellie will provide her special 

musical talent with the steel drum. 

Please bring a covered dish according to your last name.   

A-F –side dish 

G-N –dessert 

O-Z –salad or appetizer 

Join us for games on the lawn including a corn hole tournament with prizes after lunch. 

Note: The Fellowship Committee will be in the kitchen to accept food before church 
 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting  

August 16th 

Please plan to participate in the Annual 

Congregational Meeting on August 16th 

following The Worship Service. 

 

 

 

Paper Products Needed! 
 

During the month of August Mission Endowment 

will be collecting paper products for the local 

Commquest Family Living Center located on 

Lincoln Way E. Their needs include: 

• Paper plates 

• Paper cups - both solo and Styrofoam 

• Bowls 

• Napkins 

• Plasticware 

It was mentioned that Styrofoam anything cannot be heated in a microwave so please choose 

actual paper products except for coffee cups. Anything you can donate will be much 

appreciated! 

Contact Phyllis Staver with any questions. We hope to deliver these items by Labor Day 

weekend. Boxes will be placed in various locations for this project. Many thanks for your 

generosity! 
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Summer Read & Conversation Opportunity  

Thursday Mornings at 10 am. 

Over the past several months, many people have asked an 

important question: What is a faithful Christian response 

to the times in which we live? Others have wondered how 

we can speak with family members, friends, neighbors, and fellow Christians who may see the 

world very differently than we do. 

This summer, I invite those who are interested to read the book The Separation of Church and 

Hate together. The book explores the intersection of faith, politics, culture, and Christian 

witness in today’s world. It raises challenging questions about how followers of Jesus are called 

to live with both conviction and compassion. 

This conversation will not be for everyone, and that is perfectly okay. The goal is not political 

agreement, nor is it to debate winners and losers. Rather, the hope is to create space for 

thoughtful reflection, respectful conversation, and faithful listening. 

As Christians, we are called to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15). That means we can 

hold differing opinions while still treating one another with dignity, grace, and respect. Our 

congregation will continue to be a place where questions may be asked honestly and where 

people are valued as brothers and sisters in Christ, even when perspectives differ. 

 

Our next blood drive is Monday, August 24th, 2026 from Noon to 6 pm. 
 

The American Red Cross is declaring 

an emergency blood shortage as the blood 

supply fell nearly 25% in June. Blood 

donors are urgently needed to give now to 

help ensure patients receive lifesaving 

medical care without delay. 

 

Unlike other medical treatments, blood 

cannot be stockpiled. It must be constantly 

replenished because it is only viable for 

transfusion for a few weeks and in some cases, as with platelets, only a few days. Without it, 

lifesaving treatments and critical access to care are not possible. Emergency rooms can’t 

function; maternity wards can’t operate; cancer patients must wait. 

 

The blood collected at St. Paul’s drive has already been allocated to assist a patient in 

need. Please consider donating and encourage others to do the same.  

 

Schedule an appointment at   https://www.redcrossblood.org/ 
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP 
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your smart phone and download 

the “My Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download. 

 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   

 

Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 

 
 

Community Social Media Pages 

Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 
 

Facebook 
“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake 
 

Assisting Minister     Sue Reid 
 

Lector     Kathryn Myers 
 

Greeters     Rev Lynn & LaShell Williamson 
 

Communion Assistants   Lynda Klein & David Stoner 

       

Sacristan     Patty Long 
 

Ushers            Jack & Marilyn Norton 

             Karl Kalk, Craig Maurer 
 

Acolytes     Scott Larson, Thomas Haake 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 
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