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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
June 7th, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 

Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 

These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 

glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 

to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Jennifer and Craig Maurer in memory of Connie 

Nelson Wise and Mark Wise. 

 
Introduction 

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax 

collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and 

reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made 

known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging 

woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us 

forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world. 

 

Readings and Psalm 

Hosea 5:15—6:6 

God desires steadfast love 

Psalm 50:7-15 

Call upon me in the day of trouble, says your God. (Ps. 50:15) 

Romans 4:13-25 

The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith 

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

Christ heals a woman and raises a synagogue leader’s daughter 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
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The Westminster Strike 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude Four Choral Preludes on LOBE DEN HERREN: IV.  

In Organo pleno-   Larry Visser (b. 1962) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your 

sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN   Praise To the Lord the Almighty  ELW 858 
 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your 

Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Hosea 5:15—6:6 

 

 15 I will return again to my place 

  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 

  In their distress they will beg my favor: 
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 6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD, 

  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 

  he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 

 2 After two days he will revive us; 

  on the third day he will raise us up, 

  that we may live before him. 

 3 Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; 

  his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 

 he will come to us like the showers, 

  like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

 

 4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

  What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

 Your love is like a morning cloud, 

  like the dew that goes away early. 

 5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 

  I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 

  and my judgment goes forth as the light. 

 6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem:    This Little Light of Mine arr. John Leavitt (b. 1956) 

     Chancel Choir 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine all the time, let it 

shine..  Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, hallelu.  Hallelujah! 

      

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25 

 
13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 

void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there 

transgression. 

  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, 
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so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 

law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of 

us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence 

of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence 

the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 

become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your 

descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 

which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise 

of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully 

convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 

were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 

believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for 

our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

 

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 9th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-

collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed 

him. 

  10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
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were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said 

to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But 

when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 

those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 

For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 

 

  18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt 

before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, 

and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then 

suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years 

came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to 

herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing 

her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman 

was made well from that moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and 

saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for 

the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd 

had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got 

up. 26 And the report of this spread through all of that district. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON         Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate ELW 722 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 

human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

 

After each petition the following response is given: 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all 

for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our 

Savior.  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

ANTHEM    Follow Jesus    John Purifoy (b. 1952) 

            Chancel Choir 

Talk about a child who follows Jesus, here’s one.  Ever since I heard the gospel 

story, I’ve been walking up the path to glory.  Talk about a child who’s been 

converted, here’s one.  Ever since I heard the gospel story, I’ve been walking up the 

path to glory. I want Jesus to walk with me, all along my pilgrim journey, O Lord, I 

want Jesus to walk with me.  In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus.  Give me 

Jesus, you can have all the world, give me Jesus. 
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OFFERTORY  

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, …..And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. 

Come, eat this meal of gladness. 

 

COMMUNION SONG   

 

 
 

 

Communion    Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether  ELW 470 
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TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

 Amen. 
  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 

the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may 

share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

SENDING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  ELW 836 

BLESSING 
 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude             Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee- Emma Lou Diemer (1927-2024) 

 

 

In our prayers today we will remember 

 Judee Reed, Paul Staver, Richard Green, Abbie Deuble, Linda Wentling, Rick 

Theiss, Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Nancy Lint, Steve Kress, Judy Hall, Kenneth & 

Jean Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Arthur Barrett, Karen Daily, Denise Korns, Eric 

Theiss, Wayne Miller, Jessie Shaffer, Jan Hawley.  
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Are you graduating from high school or college this 

year? 
We want to spotlight you in The Bridge! 

Please send a favorite picture of yourself, include your favorite 

high school/college activities, and your plans are for the near 

and distant future to: 

Officeadmin@stpaulsmassillon.org by June 21st. 
 

 

Adult Sunday School 
Adult Sunday School is on Summer Break until September 6th.  

If you missed, or would like to revisit one of the many 

wonderful lessons, please visit our website:   

https://stpaulsmassillon.org/adult-sunday-school 

 

Rehearsals for the St. Paul’s 

Steelband 
Are you needing some island vibes this 

summer? 
 

Come join the St. Paul's Steelband as we 

learn about the music and culture of 

Trinidad! 
 

We meet on Wednesdays from 6-7pm in 

the education building. No music 

experience is required and those of all ages are welcome. 
 

Nervous about your first rehearsal or just curious but can't come to class?  See Eleanor before or 

after service to set up a free demo lesson! 
 

Impact Massillon June 13th  
St. Paul’s will once again be participating in Impact 

Massillon.  Will be working on two homes locate on 9th street 

north of State, Parking this year will be on 8th street, the old 

Massillon Hospital administration lot.  Please see Scott 

Larson or John Stanko if you can help make a difference. 

 
 

Community Meal & Clothing Closet The Community Meal & 

Clothing Closet is June 12th.  If you’d like to lend a hand, we could use 

your help at 4pm. 

 

mailto:Officeadmin@stpaulsmassillon.org
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Directory Photo Extension 
There’s still time to submit your favorite selfie or family 

picture for the Church Directory.   

 

Photos may be formal, casual, or anything in between.  I can 

do some slight touch ups in the office if you need 

someone/something cropped out, the background altered, etc.   

 

If you previously submitted a photo, but have another you’d rather use for the directory, I can 

easily swap it out.  

 

Capital Campaign Report 

With joy and gratitude, we continue to celebrate the completion of our new entrance and 

bathrooms. For the past nine months, these improvements have already been a blessing—

offering a warm welcome and greater accessibility to all who enter. Thank you for the 

generosity and faith that made this possible. 

Yet our work of caring for God’s house continues. 

As we look ahead, several significant needs have emerged: 

• Parish Hall Window Wells Repair – Estimated cost: $169,000 

Addressing these issues is essential to protect the integrity of the building and prevent 

further damage. 

• Completion of the Heating & Cooling Conversion (Parish Hall) – Estimated cost: 

$150,000 

Finishing this project will ensure a comfortable, efficient, and usable space for ministry 

year-round. 

• Organ Maintenance and Restoration – Estimated cost: $100,000–$200,000 

Our organ plays a vital role in worship, and necessary maintenance will preserve its voice 

for future generations. 

These are substantial projects, but they are also opportunities—opportunities to care for the 

spaces where ministry happens, where lives are touched, and where the Gospel is proclaimed. 

Through your continued generosity, we can preserve and strengthen this place of welcome, 

safety, and worship. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to 

God’s grace for generations to come. 

Thank you for your faithfulness and your partnership in this shared ministry. 
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Let us know you are here.  

Please sign the St. Paul’s Friendship Register at the end of your pew. 

 

Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP 
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your smart phone and download 

the “My Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download. 

 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

 

Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 

 

Community Social Media Pages 

Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 
 

Facebook 
“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

16 

Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake 
 

Assisting Minister     Sue Reid 
 

Lector     Marcia Wright 
 

Greeters     Judy Fichter 
 

Communion Assistants   Dwight Butler & Jim Johnson 

       

Sacristan     Sandi Bennett 
 

Ushers            Eric & Carla Myers 

             Shane Jackson, Mark Waltz 

  

Acolytes     Scott Larson, Thomas Haake 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 

 

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

GATHERING HYMN   Praise To the Lord the Almighty  ELW 858 

Public Domain 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate ELW 722 

"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

Communion    Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether           ELW 470 

"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

SENDING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee            ELW 836 
Public Domain 
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