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MATTHEW 10:31

WELCOML

To our Church Family
We ve Glad You ne Here.



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Welcome We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a
coffee cup and information about our church. You may also want to download our St. Paul’s
App and visit our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. For our young
worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. These are on
the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward. Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the
colored glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and
would like to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion
to you.

Altar Flowers

The Altar flowers were given today by Kathryn Myers in memory of Jim Myers and Melvin &
Lois Lutz.

The Throne Flowers are given by Niall Slater To the Glory of God & in Memory of his mother,
Thelma Slater

Introduction

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of
rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words
may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our
heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and
love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are
sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.

Readings and Psalm

Jeremiah 20:7-13

The prophet must speak despite opposition

Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18

Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind. (Ps. 69:16)
Romans 6:1b-11

Buried and raised with Christ by baptism

Matthew 10:24-39

The cost of discipleship


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/

Hymns from the Tower Church Carillon
Prelude: Trumpet Tune Mark Thewes

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister

begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*F one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, *= Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  How Firm a Foundation ELW 796
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the
cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor
and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-13

70 LORD, you have enticed me,
and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.
8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out;
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
?If I say, “I will not mention him
or speak any more in his name,”
then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;
[ am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.
10For I hear many whispering:
“Terror 1s all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.
“Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him
and take our revenge on him.”
"1 But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor




will never be forgotten.
120 LOoRD of hosts, you test the righteous;
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
13 Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18

’ Surely, for your sake I have suf- ! fered reproach,
and shame has cov- | ered my face.
T have become a stranger to | my own kindred,
an alien to my | mother’s children.
? Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me.
'T humbled my- ! self with fasting,
but that was turned to ' my reproach.
[''I put on | sackcloth also,
and became a by- | word among them.
'>Those who sit at the gate mur- | mur against me,
and the drunkards make ! songs about me.
"> But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have ! set, O LORD:
“In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your un- ! failing help.
I“Save me from the mire; do not ! let me sink;
let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of | the deep waters.
' Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swal- | low me
up; do not let the pit shut its | mouth upon me.]
'© Answer me, O LORD, for your ! love is kind;
in your great compassion, ! turn to me.
'"Hide not your face | from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for [ am ! in distress.
'* Draw near to me ' and redeem me;
because of my enemies de- ! liver me.




Second Reading: Romans 6:1b-11

'"Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? ° By no means! How
can we who died to sin go on living in it? * Do you not know that all of us who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? * Therefore we were buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. ® We know that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. ' For whoever has died is freed from sin. ® But if we died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. * We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. ' The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to
God. '' So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39

The Gospel according to Matthew, the 10™ chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the twelve:] ** “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above
the master; *° it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the




master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will
they malign those of his household!

20¢So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered
and nothing secret that will not become known. *’ What I say to you in the dark, tell
in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. “* Do not
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. *° Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. * And even the hairs
of your head are all counted. °' So do not be afraid; you are of more value than
many Sparrows.

32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven, ** but whoever denies me before others, 1
also will deny before my Father in heaven.

**“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to
bring peace but a sword.

> For I have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,

*>and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
7“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, ** and whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. *” Those who find their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

The Gospel of our Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev Mark Kreemer

HYMN OF THE DAY  Children Of the Heavenly Father ELW 781




CREED .

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

After each petition the following response is given:

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERTORY Brother James’ Air arr. Dale Wood
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places.... And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.




Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
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Communion Have no Fear, Little Flock ELW 764
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may
share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: If Thou But Trust in God To Guide You ELW 769

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
Amen.

Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Procession on “Ode to Joy” Gilbert Martin

In our prayers today we will remember

Lynn Williamson, Cindy Lash, Bob & Marlene Rupp, Fred Schuster, Judee Reed,
Paul Staver, Richard Green, Abbie Deuble, Linda Wentling, Eric & Rick Theiss,
Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Steve Kress, Judy Hall, Kenneth & Jean Dexter, Anna
Langenfeld, Karen Daily, Denise Korns.
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Are you graduating from high school or college this
year?

We want to spotlight you in The Bridge!

Please send a favorite picture of yourself, include your favorite
high school/college activities, and your plans are for the near
and distant future to:

Officeadmin@stpaulsmassillon.org by June 21st.

Rehearsals for the St. Paul’s
Steelband

Are you needing some island vibes this
summer?

Come join the St. Paul's Steelband as we
learn about the music and culture of
Trinidad!

We meet on Wednesdays from 6-7pm in
the education building. No music
experience is required and those of all ages are welcome.

Nervous about your first rehearsal or just curious but can't come to class? See Eleanor before or

after service to set up a free demo lesson!

Join us for Fireworks on the Lawn!
«Join us for rd
Fireworks on the J llly 3 @ Dusk

West Lawn
Bring your friends, neighbors, and strangers as we

+July 3 @ Dusk
44 *% " celebrate 250 years.

*Drinks & Snacks .
Provided We’ll have drinks and snacks on the West lawn.

We will be grilling hamburgers and hot dogs with an ice
cream bar as a special treat. 8

Please bring a covered dish according to your last name. Aug ‘
A-F —side dish sllo 5 W .
G-N —dessert ' b - *.:E.-_ ; i--ia*n-';:;:i:
O-Z —salad or appetizer e sanas '-g":r- a5
We will have special music from Ellie playing the steel A 4 o
drum.

After you have plenty to eat, you can join in on the fun outside.
There will be games on the lawn including a corn hole tournament with prizes.
Note: The Fellowship Committee will be in the kitchen to accept food before church

14
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Capital Campaign Report

With joy and gratitude, we continue to celebrate the completion of our new entrance and
bathrooms. For the past nine months, these improvements have already been a blessing—
offering a warm welcome and greater accessibility to all who enter. Thank you for the
generosity and faith that made this possible.

Yet our work of caring for God’s house continues.
As we look ahead, several significant needs have emerged:

« Parish Hall Window Wells Repair — Estimated cost: $169,000
Addressing these issues is essential to protect the integrity of the building and prevent

further damage.

o Completion of the Heating & Cooling Conversion (Parish Hall) — Estimated cost:
$150,000
Finishing this project will ensure a comfortable, efficient, and usable space for ministry
year-round.

« Organ Maintenance and Restoration — Estimated cost: $100,000-$200,000
Our organ plays a vital role in worship, and necessary maintenance will preserve its voice
for future generations.

These are substantial projects, but they are also opportunities—opportunities to care for the
spaces where ministry happens, where lives are touched, and where the Gospel is proclaimed.

Through your continued generosity, we can preserve and strengthen this place of welcome,
safety, and worship. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to
God’s grace for generations to come.

Thank you for your faithfulness and your partnership in this shared ministry.

Let us know you are here.

Please sign the St. Paul’s Friendship Register at the end of your pew.

S Annual Congregational Meeting
-»f- 4 CONGREGATIONAL
'y {,g MEETING August 16

Following Worship — Please plan to participate
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Have you checked out our website lately?
www.stpaulsmassillon.org

Find out upcoming events, the newsletter, calendar, concert
information, Worship Bulletins, lectionary notes, livestream the
services, history of our church, and much, much more!

Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your smart phone and download
the “My Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download.

FaN

My Church
by Pushpay

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing STPLC APP.
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.

Assisted Hearing Devices Available

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need
assistance with these devices.

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your
‘ sanctuary Wi-Fi: Network: sound media Password: Sound127

Community Social Media Pages
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches”

Facebook
“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon”
or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s”

| Children’s Activity Bulletib |

Children’s Activity Bulletins Sure 217 2026
His Eye I on the Sparrow
Crayons and Children’s Activity Bulletins

Werd Seareh Purzzle

are available at the side entrance. These
are a fun way to spread today’s Gospel to
Our younger ones.
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Thank you to those serving today:

Presiding Minister Rev. Mark Kreemer
Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake
Guest Organist Loren Veigel
Assisting Minister Kathryn Myers
Lector Marcia Wright
Greeters Sue Ambrosic
Communion Assistants Shane Jackson & Barb Palmer
Sacristan Sandi Bennett
Ushers Eric & Carla Myers

Shane Jackson, Mark Waltz
Acolytes Scott Larson, Thomas Haake
Soundboard Jim Johnson
Video/Live-Stream John Stanko

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING HYMN How Firm a Foundation ELW 796
Public Domain

HYMN OF THE DAY  Children Of the Heavenly Father ELW 781
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

Communion Have no Fear, Little Flock ELW 764
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

SENDING HYMN: If Thou But Trust in God To Guide You ELW 769
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved
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ELW 796

How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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18 laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will sull give you  aid;
my grace, all - sutft - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - reign, ¢ - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can  he say than to  you he has  said
ri strength - en  you, help you, and <cause you to stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American




Children of the Heavenly Father ELW 781

Truggare kan ingen vara
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Gudslil - la bar - na-ska - ra,
1 Chil - dren of the heav’n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
2 God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour - ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil-dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
) & .
A ! |
%\ | | -_d d
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stjdr-nan ej pd him-la - fds - tet, fa-geln ej i kidn-da nds - tet.
nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 18701958

Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW 764
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1 Have no fear, It -tle flock; have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good cheer, ht-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; praise the  Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will  keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king - dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, It - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2—4
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing Heuse.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




If You But Trust in God to Guide You

ELW 769
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1 If you but trust in God to  guide you with gen - tle
2 What gain 18 there 1in anx - 1lous weep - ing, in  help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts 1is hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv-ing, of - fer your
0| .
A N |
L b [ 4 | 5 i
| fanNd P m P . | p=
\\1; o A—
J L
hand through all your ways, you'll find that God is there be -
an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - 10r’s
qui - et - ness con - tent. We rest in God’s good will un -
ser - vice faith - ful - ly. Trust heav-en’s word; though un - de -
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side you  when cross-es come, in try - ing days.  Trust then in
keep - ing, in sor-row will he love you less? For Christ who
fold - ing,  what wis-dom from on high has sent. God, who has
serv - ing, youll find God’s prom - ise true to  be. This i1s  our
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God’s un-chang - ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a cross will bring you safe through ev - ‘ry loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - {1 - dence in-deed: God nev-er fails i time of need.
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Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
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