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May 31%, 2026

I am with you always

MATTHEW 28:20

WELCOMLE

To our Church Family
We re Glad Tfou re Hene.



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Welcome We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a
coffee cup and information about our church. You may also want to download our St. Paul’s
App and visit our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. For our young
worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. These are on
the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward. Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the
colored glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and
would like to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion
to you.

Introduction Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading
includes the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends
his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More
than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of
creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate
the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are
sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.

Readings and Psalm

Genesis 1:1—2:4a

The creation of the heavens and the earth

Psalm 8

How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1)
2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Paul’s farewell to the church at Corinth

Matthew 28:16-20

Living in the community of the Trinity

The Spirit poured out


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts

Hymns from the Tower Church Carillon

Prelude: Prelude on NICAEA Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister

begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,F one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  Holy, Holy, Holy ELW 413
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-
One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this
faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a

"'When God began to create the heavens and the earth, ? the earth was complete
chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept
over the face of the waters. > Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. * And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the
darkness. °> God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day.

® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the
waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it
was s0. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning,
the second day.

® And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '° God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was
good. ! Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was
so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. !> And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

4 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, ! and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.”
And it was so. '® God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. !” God set them in the dome of
the sky to give light upon the earth, '®to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '° And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let




birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 2! So God created the great
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the
waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 2> And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was
s0. > God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every
kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it
was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness,
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27So God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 2° God said, “See, I
have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 3 And to every beast
of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, [ have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so. 3! God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

21 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. ? On the
sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all the work that he had done. * So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed
1t, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

% These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm: Psalm 8
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How ma - jes - tic 1S your name in all the earth!

'O 'LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of
in- | fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe ' and
avenger.
3When I consider your heavens, the work ! of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
* what are mere mortals that you should be mind- ' ful of them,
human beings that you should ! care for them? R
3 Yet you have made them little less ! than divine;
with glory and hon- ! or you crown them.
°You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
you have put all things un- ! der their feet:
7all | flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,
8 the birds of the air, the fish ! of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
0 ' LoRD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in ! all the earth! R

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

[Paul writes:] !! Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my
appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be
with you. '? Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with all of you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

N 4
[~ rﬁ
- P
'\\? F P El— i ——
Al-le - lu - 1 Lord, to whom shall we go?
N 4
i f— .
e e e F 0
J
You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - a.

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

The Gospel according to John, the 17" chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. '” When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. ' And
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. '? Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 2° and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.”

The Gospel of our Lord

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev Mark Kreemer
HYMN OF THE DAY  Come Join the Dance of Trinity ELW 412
CREED .

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.




We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

After each petition the following response is given:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.



Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Prayer To the Trinity- Michael Bedford (b. 1949)
Chancel Choir
Come, come O God of heaven, live within our hearts today; Come, come O God of heaven, hear
us as we pray. Come, come O gracious Savior, stay within our hearts today, Come, come O
gracious Savior, hear us as we pray. O be near us, love and cheer us, with your blessing from
above, ever guide us, walk beside us, as we seek to share your love. Come, come O Holy Spirit,
shine within our hearts today, Come, come O Holy Spirit, hear us as we pray.an altar, and Thy
love the flame
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places.... And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Communion Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth ELW 735
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may
share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: Holy God, We Praise Thy Name ELW 414

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *= one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
Amen.

Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Come, Thou Almighty King- Roberta Rowland-Raybold (b. 1938)

In our prayers today we will remember

Judee Reed, Paul Staver, Richard Green, Abbie Deuble, Linda Wentling, Rick
Theiss, Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Nancy Lint, Steve Kress, Judy Hall, Kenneth &
Jean Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Arthur Barrett, Karen Daily, Denise Korns, Eric
Theiss, Wayne Miller, Jessie Shaffer.
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Adult Sunday School
2" Floor of the Parish Hall

Redeemed for What?
You were bought with a price... (1 Corinthians 6:20a)

As we continue through Eastertide, we will reflect on the meaning of redemption. If we believe
the death and resurrection of Jesus redeemed us, perhaps we must ask, now what? For what
purpose have I been redeemed? What difference should it make in how I live now? Please join
us for Bible study and conversation as we meet together at 11:30 on Sunday morning, top floor
Parish Hall. An elevator is available for easy access.

*Adult Sunday School will break for the summer beginning in June.

Rehearsals for the St. Paul’s Steelband

Are you needing some island vibes this
summer?

Come join the St. Paul's Steelband as we

learn about the music and culture of
Trinidad!

We meet on Wednesdays from 6-7pm in
the education building. No music
experience is required and those of all
ages are welcome.

Nervous about your first rehearsal or just curious but can't come to class? See Eleanor before or
after service to set up a free demo lesson!

Impact Massillon June 13 June 13, 2026 I

St. Paul’s will once again be participating in Impact
Massillon. Will be working on two homes locate on 9™
street north of State, Parking this year will be on 8™ S —
street, the old Massillon Hospital administration lot. St. Paul'SEEEE N ©

IMPACT

Please see Scott Larson or John Stanko if you can help us make a difference in this
neighborhood.

Scholarship Applications are due June 1.

Let us know you are here.
Please sign the St. Paul’s Friendship Register at the end of your pew.
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Directory Photo Extension

There’s still time to submit your favorite
selfie or family picture for the Church
Directory.

Photos may be formal, casual, or anything in
between. I can do some slight touch ups in
the office if you need someone/something
cropped out, the background altered, etc.

If you previously submitted a photo, but have
another you’d rather use for the directory, |
can easily swap it out.

Please submit your photo to officeadmin@StPaulsMassillon.org by June 12th, with names
and any additional instructions.

Capital Campaign Report

With joy and gratitude, we continue to celebrate the completion of our new entrance and
bathrooms. For the past nine months, these improvements have already been a blessing—
offering a warm welcome and greater accessibility to all who enter. Thank you for the
generosity and faith that made this possible.

Yet our work of caring for God’s house continues.
As we look ahead, several significant needs have emerged:

« Parish Hall Window Wells Repair — Estimated cost: $169,000
Addressing these issues is essential to protect the integrity of the building and prevent
further damage.

o Completion of the Heating & Cooling Conversion (Parish Hall) — Estimated cost:
$150,000
Finishing this project will ensure a comfortable, efficient, and usable space for ministry
year-round.

o Organ Maintenance and Restoration — Estimated cost: $100,000-$200,000
Our organ plays a vital role in worship, and necessary maintenance will preserve its voice
for future generations.

These are substantial projects, but they are also opportunities—opportunities to care for the
spaces where ministry happens, where lives are touched, and where the Gospel is proclaimed.
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Through your continued generosity, we can preserve and strengthen this place of welcome,
safety, and worship. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to
God’s grace for generations to come.

Thank you for your faithfulness and your partnership in this shared ministry.

Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your smart phone and
download the “My Church” by Pushpay. It is a free
download.

o

My Church
by Pushpay ‘

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing STPLC APP.
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.

Assisted Hearing Devices Available

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the
sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need
assistance with these devices.

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your
app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the
sanctuary Wi-Fi: Network: sound media Password: Sound127

Community Social Media Pages
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches”

Facebook
“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon”
or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s”

o, . .
[ Chitdren's Activiey Bulecin | Children’s Activity Bulletins

May 31, 2026

Crayons and Children’s Activity Bulletins

are available at the side entrance. These

are a fun way to spread today’s Gospel to
" OUr younger omnes.
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Presiding Minister Rev. Mark Kreemer

Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake

Assisting Minister Karl Kalk

Lector Karl Kalk

Greeters Greg & Lynda Klein

Communion Assistants Brady Rupp & Sue Reid

Sacristan Sue Ambrosic

Ushers John Lieberman, Rev. Lynn Williamson
Acolytes Scott Larson, Thomas Haake
Soundboard Jim Johnson

Video/Live-Stream John Stanko

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy ELW 413
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

HYMN OF THE DAY  Come Join the Dance of Trinity ELW 412
Public Domain

Communion Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth ELW 735
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

SENDING HYMN: Holy God, We Praise Thy Name ELW 414
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved
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ELW 413
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
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1 Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho - Iy! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly m the mormn - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful-ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.

0 &

7 # :

&y — :

\ — )

Ho -ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - ci- ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and  ser - a- phim fall - ing down be - fore  thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there 1S none be - side thee,
Ho -ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - ci- ful and might - y!
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God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’r, in love and pu - 1 - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783—1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876




Come, Join the Dance of Trinity

ELW 412
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1 Come, join the dance of Trin-1 - ty, be - fore all worlds be - gun—
2 Come, see the face of Trin-1-ty, new-born in Beth - le - hem;
3 Come, speak a - loud of Trin-1-ty, as wind and tongues of flame
4 With - in the dance of Trin-1-ty, be - fore all worlds be - gun,
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the in - ter-weav-ing of the Three, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son.
then blood-ied by a crown of thorns out - side Je -ru - sa - lem.
set peo - ple free at Pen -te - cost to tell the Sav -ior’s name.
we sing the prais -es of the Three, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son.
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The u - ni- verse of space and time did not a - rise by chance,
The dance of Trin -1 - ty is meant for hu - man flesh and bone;
We know the yoke of sin and death, our necks have worn it smooth;
Let wvoic -es rise and in - ter-weave,by love and hope set free,
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but as the Three, in love and hope, made room with-in their dance.
when fear con-fines the dance in death, God rolls a - way the stone.
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move!
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trin-1 - ty.

Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co.. Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth

ELW 735
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I Moth-er-ing God, you gave me birth in  the bright
2 Moth-er-ing Christ, you took my form, of - fer - ing
3 Moth -er-ing Spir it, nur - tring one, in arms of
_p_ﬁ 1 I I
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morn - ing of this world. Cre - a - tor, source of ev - Ty
me vyour food of light; grain. .. of life, and grape of
pa - tience hold me close, so that 1n faith 1 root and
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breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun.
love, your wver -y bod - y for my  peace.
grow un - tul I flow’r, un til I know.

Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Julian of Norwich, ¢. 1342—c. 1413

Music: NORWICH, Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936
Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Holy God, We Praise Your Name

ELW 414
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1 Ho - ly God, we  praise your name; Lord of  all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - o0s - tol - ic train join  your sa - cred
4 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
) | Y — | |
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bow be - fore you. All  on earth your scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim,
name to  hal - low; proph - ets swell the glad re - frain,
three we name you, though in es - sence on - ly one;
n [l [l | 1
£ i i i — | —
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all  1in heav’n a - bove a - dore you. In - fi - nite your
in un - ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, fill the  heav’ns with
and the  white-robed mar - tyrs fol - low; and from morn to
un - di - vid - ed God we claim you and, a - dor - ing,
0N
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fanna e — e
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord?
set of  sun through the church the song  goes  on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - V.

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774
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