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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
May 3rd, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here. 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our St. Paul’s 

App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. For our young 

worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. These are on 

the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the 

colored glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and 

would like to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion 

to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Dick & Robin Cordes in memory of Dora & Joe 

Chercony.  

 

Introduction 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that 

he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us 

to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to 

proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness 

to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

Readings and Psalm 

Acts 7:55-60 

The martyrdom of Stephen 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

1 Peter 2:2-10 

God’s people chosen to proclaim God’s mighty acts 

John 14:1-14 

Christ the way, truth, and life 

 

.  

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-3/2718
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-3/2718
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-3/2718
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-3/2718
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Today's Hymns from the Tower                                            Church Carillon  

Prelude:    Partita on Westminster Abbey: I. Prelude- Charles Callahan (1951-2023) 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb!  Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us 

beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle 

rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We 

give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for 

joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 

creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  ELW 645 
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GREETING  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 

grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share 

his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60 

 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 

opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered 

their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their 

coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he 

prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a 

loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 

died. 

  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
  

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
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1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 

  deliver me | in your righteousness. 

 2 Incline your | ear to me; 

  make haste to de- | liver me. 

 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my 

stronghold; 

  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 

 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 

  for you are my tow- | er of strength. R 

 5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 

  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth. 

 15 My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute 

me. 

 16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 

into salvation—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 

precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 

 “A stone that makes them stumble 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 
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 10 Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

Gospel: John 14:1-14 

 

The Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where 

I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 

going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 

can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know 

my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 

me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
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Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me 

does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if 

you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 

greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you 

ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you 

ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON          Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    O Jesus I Have Promised   ELW 810 

 

CREED . 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, 

let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

After each petition the following response is given: 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life-  Thomas Keesecker (b. 1956) 

      Chancel Choir 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: Such a Way, as gives us breath: Such a Truth, 

as ends all strife: Such a Life, as killeth death. Come, my Light, my Feast, my 

Strength: Such a Light, as shows a feast: Such a Feast, as mends in length: Such a 

Strength, as makes his guest. Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: Such a Joy, as 

none can move: Such a Love, as none can part: Such a Heart, as joys in love.      
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have 

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 

more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may 

follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places…. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
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hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

 

Come to the table of new life. 

Receive the risen Lord. 
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Communion    Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment Bulletin Pg 16 

 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

 Amen. 
  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 

all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:  Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389 

BLESSING 
 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

Dismissal 
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Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude:  Fugue in C Major, BuxWV 174 (“Jig”)- Dieterich Buxtehude (1637- 

1707) 

              Phyllis Staver, organist 
 

In our prayers today we will remember 

 Judee Reed, Paul Staver, Richard Green, Abbie Deuble, Linda Wentling, Rick 

Theiss, Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Nancy Lint, Steve Kress, Judy Hall, Kenneth & 

Jean Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Arthur Barrett, Karen Daily, Denise Korns. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
2nd Floor of the Parish Hall 
 

Redeemed for What? 

You were bought with a price… (1 Corinthians 6:20a) 

 

As we continue through Eastertide, we will reflect on the meaning of redemption. If 

we believe the death and resurrection of Jesus redeemed us, perhaps we must ask, 

now what? For what purpose have I been redeemed? What difference should it 

make in how I live now? Please join us for Bible study and conversation as we meet 

together at 11:30 on Sunday morning, top floor Parish Hall. An elevator is available 

for easy access. 
 

Bell Rehearsal 
The bells will ring rehearse April 29, May 6, and May 13 in preparation to ring on 

May 17 

 

Rehearsals for the St. Paul’s Steelband 

We will not rehearse this week due to the concert.  We will rehearse on Sundays 

from 1-3pm for the next two Sundays, then move back to our Wednesday 6 pm 

rehearsals. If there are any questions, please feel free to reach out to Eleanor or 

catch her after service. There's no need to bring anything for the first rehearsal. For 

those of you that just want to watch and listen, you are free to stay for as long as 

you like. We can't wait to get started making music together! For more information, 

please contact Ellie: 330-400-8543.  
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Cathedral Concert Series 

Sunday, May 3, 2:00 pm 

The Canton Symphony Chorus 

“A Program dedicated to Mothers” 
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Capital Campaign Report 

With joy and gratitude, we continue to celebrate the completion of our new entrance 

and bathrooms. For the past nine months, these improvements have already been a 

blessing—offering a warm welcome and greater accessibility to all who enter. 

Thank you for the generosity and faith that made this possible. 

Yet our work of caring for God’s house continues. 

As we look ahead, several significant needs have emerged: 

• Parish Hall Window Wells Repair – Estimated cost: $169,000 

Addressing these issues is essential to protect the integrity of the building and 

prevent further damage. 

• Completion of the Heating & Cooling Conversion (Parish Hall) – 

Estimated cost: $150,000 

Finishing this project will ensure a comfortable, efficient, and usable space for 

ministry year-round. 

• Organ Maintenance and Restoration – Estimated cost: $100,000–$200,000 

Our organ plays a vital role in worship, and necessary maintenance will 

preserve its voice for future generations. 

These are substantial projects, but they are also opportunities—opportunities to care 

for the spaces where ministry happens, where lives are touched, and where the 

Gospel is proclaimed. 

Through your continued generosity, we can preserve and strengthen this place of 

welcome, safety, and worship. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a 

living witness to God’s grace for generations to come. 

Thank you for your faithfulness and your partnership in this shared ministry. 
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP  
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your smart 

phone and download the “My Church” by Pushpay. 

It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing 

STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

 

Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 

 

Community Social Media Pages 
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 

 

Facebook 

“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 

 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake 

 

Assisting Minister     Kathryn Myers 

 

Lector     Karl Kalk 

 

Greeters     Jack & Marilyn Norton 

 

Communion Assistants   Jackie Pritchett & Gary Collard 

       

Sacristan     Sue Ambrosic 

 

Ushers            John Lieberman, Rev Lynn Williamson 

  

Acolytes     Scott Larson, Thomas Haake 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 

 

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

GATHERING HYMN Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  ELW 645 
Public Domain 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    O Jesus I Have Promised   ELW 810 
Public Domain 

 

Communion    Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment ACS 1036 

"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

SENDING HYMN:  Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
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