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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
March 22nd, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 

Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. For our young 

worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. These are on 

the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 

glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 

to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Gwen & Phil Halco to the Glory of God. 
 

Introduction 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The 

prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in 

the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die 

with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will 

welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 

 

Readings and Psalm 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The dry bones of Israel brought to life. 

Psalm 130 

I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5) 

Romans 8:6-11 

Life in the Spirit. 

John 11:1-45 

Baptismal image: the raising of Lazarus. 
 

The Westminster Strike 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude    Forty Days    arr. Anastace Schloo 

Richard Evert, clarinet 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-22/2704
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-22/2704
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-22/2704
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-22/2704
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious 

God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ 

offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in 

the world: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come 

forth to life: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you 

have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love 

into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG     Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  ELW 886 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 

Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led 

me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very 

dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 

know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will 

cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and 

you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and 

there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 

them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 

from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 

stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am 

going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I 

will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am 

the LORD when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 

your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says 

the LORD.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 130 

 
 1 Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O LORD; 

 2 O LORD, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 

 3 If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

  O LORD, | who could stand? 

 4 Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

  in order that you | may be feared. R 

 5 I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 

  in your word | is my hope. 

 6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the 

morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 

 7 O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 8 For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins. R 

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 
 

6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is 

life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 

 

The holy gospel according to John, the 11th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 

“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 

does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 

  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are 

you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 

Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this 

world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in 

them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 

am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 

but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them 

plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you 
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may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 

him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 

will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 

Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

  28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, 

she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village 

but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her 

in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 

because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary 

came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 

weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 

spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he 

loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

 

  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 

the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 

four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would 

see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward 

and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear 

me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
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“Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 

let him go.” 

  45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 

Jesus did believed in him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON         Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Jesus You Raised Lazarus  p. 18 

            

CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world and its needs. 

After each petition the following response is given 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say  

              Chancel Choir                Betty Carr Pulkingham (1928-2019) 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto Me and rest; Lay down, O weary one, 

lay down Thy head upon My breast.” I came to Jesus as I was, Weary, and worn, 

and sad; I found in him a resting-place, And he has made me glad. I heard the voice 

of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give The living water; thirsty one, Stoop down, and 

drink, and live.” I came to Jesus, and I drank Of that life-giving stream; My thirst 

was quench'd, my soul revived, And now I live in him.  I heard the voice of Jesus 

say, “I am this dark world’s Light; Look unto me, your morn shall rise, And all 

your day be bright.” I looked to Jesus, and I found In him my Star, my Sun; And in 

that Light of life I’ll walk, Till trav'ling days are done. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us Pray 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You 

send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through 

these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls 

us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  

 

 
PREFACE (ELW p. 130) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you…….And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table. 

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION          I Am the Bread of Life     ELW 485 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us Pray 

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 

blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to 

your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG    You Are the Way    ELW 758 

 

BLESSING 

 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE             Fanfare and March   Martha Sobaje (b. 1948) 

 

 

In our prayers today we will remember 

Bobbee DeGordon, Wendy Hayes, Judee Reed, Linda Wentling, Rick Theiss, 

Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Nancy Lint, Steve Kress, Judy Hall, Kenneth & Jean 

Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Arthur Barrett, Karen Daily. Troy, Carol, Lynnette, & 

Mark. 
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Music Notes: 
 

Anastace Schloo is a musician and YouTuber dedicated to recording classic, "ethereal" 

style hymns and old sacred music. Publishing under the pseudonym “Stacey Plays Hymns,’ and 

with over 27,000 YouTube subscribers, she often arranges, performs, and records lesser-known 

or very old hymns, providing, for example, piano solo versions on Apple Music and videos on 

YouTube.  

Betty Carr Pulkingham received a B.S. in Music in 1949 from the University of North 

Carolina, Greensboro and she did graduate studies at the Eastman School of Music. She was 

Instructor of Music Theory at the University of Texas. In 1951, she married a seminarian, 

Graham Pulkingham, and they ministered together in various places in the U.S., England and 

Scotland; they were founding members of the Community of Celebration, an Anglican religious 

order. She travelled widely with "The Fisherfolk," an outreach music ministry connected with 

the Community of Celebration. Betty Pulkingham was a well-known composer and arranger. 

She co-edited and published a number of songbooks and books on worship; and served on the 

Episcopal Church's Standing Commission on Church Music from 1988-1994. 

Dr.  Martha Sobaje is Minister of Music and Education at Phillips Memorial Baptist 

Church, and Adjunct Instructor of Music at the Community College of Rhode Island.  She has 

previously held positions on the faculties of Gordon College, Barrington College, and the 

University of Northern Colorado.  She holds the Bachelor of Music degree in Organ 

Performance from the University of the Pacific in Stockton, California, the Master of Music 

degree in Organ Performance and Church Music from the Eastman School of Music in 

Rochester, New York, where she studied organ with Russell Saunders and David Craighead, 

and the Doctor of Sacred Music degree from the Graduate Theological Foundation in South 

Bend, Indiana.  Dr. Sobaje has conducted choirs at all levels, including the Colorado Youth 

Chorale, of which she was the founder and director.  She has conducted the Rhode Island Junior 

High All-State Chorus and the Rhode Island High School All-State Chamber Singers, has 

adjudicated the Rhode Island All-State auditions, the Rhode Island Music Educators High 

School Choral Festival, and the Rhode Island South County Choral Festival.  She is a member 

of ASCAP, and, In addition to many choral, organ, and handbell publications, she has authored 

articles for Journal of Church Music, School Music News, Rhode Island Music Educators 

Review, Woodwind World-Brass & Percussion, The College Music Symposium, The 

Instrumentalist, and GlorySounds.  She has also lectured and served as a clinician at several 

conventions across the country. 
 

Rehearsals for the St. Paul’s Steelband 
The St. Paul's Steelband will be rehearsing  on Sundays from 2-4 pm. If there are 

any questions, please feel free to reach out to Eleanor or catch her after service. \ 

For those of you that just want to watch and listen, you are free to stay for as long 

as you like. We can't wait to get started making music together! For more 

information, please contact Ellie: 330-400-8543. 
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Holy Week Services 
Palm Sunday Blessing of the Palms    March 29th 10 am 

Maundy Thursday  The Last Supper    April 2nd  7:00 pm 

Good Friday  Veneration of the Cross    April 3rd   7:00 pm 

Easter Morning        April 5th  10:00 am   

 

Community Lenten Worship Services 

Our theme this year is “Objects of the Passion.” 
 

March 25th   First United Methodist  Rev. Tina Crog 
 

 

Adult Sunday School 
2nd Floor of the Parish Hall 
 

The Book of Ruth 

“…Blessed be he by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the 

dead.” (Ruth 2:20) 
 

During March we continue our study in the book of Ruth and notice the way God 

uses the kindness and care of others to show the Lord’s character and reveal God’s 

ultimate purpose of redemption through Jesus Christ. The faithfulness and 

compassion of these in the story inspire us to demonstrate the same. The class meets 

on the top floor of the Parish Hall at 11:30 each Sunday morning. An elevator is 

available for easy access. 
 

Note: Due to the length of the service typical of Palm Sunday, there will be no class 

on March 29th. 
 

 
Community Social Media Pages 

Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 
 

Facebook 

“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
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Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Beginning February 5th 

Why Did Jesus Have to Die?:  

The Meaning of the Crucifixion 
By Adam Hamilton 

 

When words fall short, the cross still speaks. 

 

Despite the crucifixion’s central place in Christian faith, the New 

Testament offers few clear answers about how Jesus’ death saves, 

or why, exactly, he had to die. The New Testament writers use a host of 

metaphors―ransom, sacrifice, reconciliation, victory―but never explain exactly 

how it works or why it had to happen this way. 

What if that’s because we’ve been asking the wrong question? What if the cross 

isn’t a transaction to be explained, but a living Word from God meant to transform 

who we are and how we live? 

Download the St. Paul’s Phone 

APP  
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on 

your smart phone and download the “My 

Church” by Pushpay. It is a free 

download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by 

typing STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

 

Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 
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"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 

 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake 

 

Assisting Minister     Kathryn Myers 

 

Lector     Lynda Klein 

 

Greeters     Judy Fichter 

 

Communion Assistants   Jackie Pritchett & Gary Collard 

       

Sacristan     Lynda Klein 

 

Ushers            Gary Collard, Chris Hall,  

             Shane Jackson, & Craig Maurer 

  

Acolytes     Scott Larson, Thomas Haake 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 

 

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

GATHERING SONG     Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  ELW 886 

"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Jesus You Raised Lazarus  PG  18 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

COMMUNION          I Am the Bread of Life     ELW 485 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

SENDING SONG    You Are the Way    ELW 758 
Public Domain 
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The Hope of New Life 

 
Hope overcomes despair for God’s people: this is the message of the readings for today. The 

hope of new life is evident in the story of “dry bones” from Ezekiel. The children of Israel 

declare their hope is lost. The prophet’s experience in the valley of dry bones inspires him to 

preach renewed hope to the people. Psalm 130 sings of hope in God and God’s word. The work 

of God’s Spirit gives hope of new life in Paul’s letter to the church at Rome. The Gospel of 

John tells the hope-filled story of the raising of Lazarus from the dead. The gospel gives us 

encouraging words to sustain us through the approaching despair of Christ’s passion and brings 

us to the fulfillment of hope on Easter. Martha’s wistful words to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 

here. . . . But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him” (John 11:21-

22), reflect the hope of God’s people in the face of despair, even in the face of death. 

Each text encourages hearers to hope in God and God’s word. How do Christians experience 

unfulfilled hope? This is the challenge for those who interpret today’s texts for hearers. Israel’s 

woes are not at an end; other psalms tell of struggle and pain; the Christ-believers at Rome are 

persecuted; Jesus who raises Lazarus from the dead soon dies. And yet hope is fulfilled as Paul 

proclaims “all Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26). Psalm 46 sings of God’s presence in time of 

trouble. A preview of the hope of the resurrection will sustain believers in these final days of 

Lent (John 20:17). The Christian’s confidence in the resurrection of the dead epitomizes their 

hope in Christ. 
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