Study of Ruth: Generosity in Action
Scripture Focus: Ruth 2:14-23
Last week, Boaz entered the story of Ruth and Naomi and upon meeting Ruth, extended a curtesy to her by permitting her to glean in his fields, keeping close to “my young women” and ordering his men not to bother her. His kindness was seemingly prompted by Ruth’s reputation (2:11) of kindness and concern shown to her mother-in-law, Naomi. Ruth hoped the special consideration Boaz showed her would continue.  And did it ever!
The story picks up in verse 14 when it is mealtime. Boaz offered Ruth bread that was already prepared and also told her to dip it in the sour wine. This was considered a delicacy, improving the taste of the food. Ruth did as she was told. Then returning to the work in the fields, Boaz expands his generosity telling his workers to intentionally “pull out some handfuls for her from the bundles, and leave them for her to glean…” (v. 16) This would have been considered an exceptionally generous gesture toward someone like Ruth. Boaz was going above and beyond what Mosiac law required of him concerning the care of “foreigners.”
Upon returning home with more food, far more than would have been expected, Naomi asks where she had gleaned and was already blessing “the man who took notice of you.” (v. 19b) When Ruth identified the man as Boaz, Naomi declared yet another blessing, “Blessed be he by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” (v. 20a) Naomi then makes clear to Ruth that he is “a relative of ours, one of our nearest kin.” (v. 20b) And it was in his fields that Ruth would find provision and protection. The “nearest kin” in ancient Israel was called go’el (go-ALE), a word that means “redeemer.” In the final two chapters, go’el as both noun and verb (to redeem) occurs 21 times. More on this next week.

· How do you perceive the exceptional generosity of Boaz?

· In what ways are you encouraged to be more trusting of God’s abundant grace and faithful provision as we study the book of Ruth?  
  
Jesus said, “…give and it will be given to you. A good measure pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” (Luke 6:38)
· How might this story encourage you to be more generous toward God and others?
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