S. Paul's BEvangelical Lutheran Church
March 1%, 2026

NIicopemus came

CSUS

BY NIGHC

JOHN 3:2

WELCOME
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We ve Glad You ne Ferne!



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
W We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As
our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a
coffee cup and information about our church. You may also want to download our new St.
Paul’s App and visit our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag.For our young

worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. These are on
the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward.

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored
glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and would like
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.

Altar Flowers
The Altar flowers were given today by Vera Gerber.

Introduction

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter
Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the
font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in
baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to
proclaim God’s love for all the world.

Readings and Psalm

Genesis 12:1-4a

The blessing of God upon Abram.

Psalm 121

[ lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the LORD. (Ps. 121:1, 2)
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith.

John 3:1-17

The mission of Christ: to save the world.

The Westminster Strike
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude Amazing Grace Maureen Howell (b. 1962)



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-1/2701
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-1/2701
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-1/2701
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-1/2701

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious
God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ
offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in
the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come
forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you

have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love
into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.

GATHERING SONG What Wondrous Love Is This ELW 666
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to
live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we
may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

' The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 21 will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 S0 Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 121
) | 1
B — ——]
[ (4p e g s T o
I * \___________/
I lift up my eyes to the hills;
) | .
| P | |
(o> — J ! F P » = =
j \_____/J
my help comes from the Lorp.

'T1ift up my eyes ! to the hills;
from where is my ! help to come?
2 My help comes ! from the LORD,
the maker of heav-! en and earth.
3 The LORD will not let your | foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
“ Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum- ! ber nor sleep; R




> the LORD watches ! over you;
the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
6 the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
"The LORD will preserve you | from all evil
and will | keep your life.
8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore. R

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but
not before God. * For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it
was reckoned to him as righteousness.” * Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. > But to one who does not work but trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

3 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4 For if it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. !° For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace,
so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of
us, 7 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 4" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

I'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that
person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” # Nicodemus said to him, “How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. ¢ What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I
said to you, ‘You must be born from above.” ® The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” * Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” 1° Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these things?

«Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2 If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly
things? '* No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from




heaven, the Son of Man. '* And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, !° that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

16<For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Mark Kreemer
HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World ELW 323
CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven



and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition
to the creed.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

After each petition the following response is given

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Guide My Wayfaring Feet
arr. Ruth Elaine Schram (b. 1956)
Chancel Choir
I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger a 'traveling through this world of woe, but

there’s no sickness, toil, or danger in that fair land to which I go. Guide my feet,

Lord, guide me as I go. Guide my feet, Lord, on this pilgrim way. Lord, I don’t
want to walk this way in vain. I’'m going there to meet my mother, my father, going

there no more to road. I'm only going over Jordan. I’'m only going over home.
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us Pray

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You
send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through
these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls
us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

10



DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 130)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you....... And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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san-na 1n the high-estt Ho - san - na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
COMMUNION
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COMMUNION Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us Pray

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to
your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross ELW 660
BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always. Amen.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE How Great the Bliss to Be a Sheep of Jesus
Margaret Sandresky (b. 1921)

In our prayers today we will remember

Linda Wentling, Rick Theiss, Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Nancy Lint, Steve Kress,
Judy Hall, Kenneth & Jean Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Arthur Barrett, Karen Daily.
Troy, Carol, Lynnette, & Mark.
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Music Notes:

Maureen Howell is a native of Virginia. She holds a Bachelor of Arts from The
College of William and Mary, where she studied piano and organ, and a Masters in
Church Music from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, where she
discovered a love for composition. As a church musician for more than 40 years,
she has served churches in Virginia, Florida, North Carolina, and Kentucky, and
accompanied community choirs. Maureen enjoys keyboard, instrumental, and
choral arranging, especially creating fresh settings of familiar hymns. She has been
featured on American Public Media’s Pipedreams. Since 2021, Maureen has served
as Organist at First Baptist Church in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Ruth Elaine Schram wrote her first song at the age of twelve, and her first octavo
was published twenty years later, in 1988. In 1992, she became a full-time
composer and arranger and now has over 2,000 published works. Over seventeen
million copies of her songs have been purchased in their various venues, and she
has been a recipient of the ASCAP Special Award each year since 1990. In
addition to her choral music for church and school choirs, her songs appear on thirty
albums (four of which have been Dove Award Finalists) and numerous children's
videos, including sixteen songs on four gold videos, and four songs on one multi-
platinum video. Her songs have also appeared on such diverse television shows as
"The 700 Club" and HBO's acclaimed series "The Sopranos."

The daughter of a gifted soprano and a well-known pianist, organist, and
composer, Margaret Sandresky is the fourth generation of professional female
musicians in her family. A graduate of Salem College (organ) and Eastman
University (composition), with additional study under a Fulbright grant at

the Hochschule fiir Musik in Frankfurt, Germany, she has held teaching positions at
the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, the University of Texas at Austin, the North
Carolina School of the Arts (where she established the organ department in 1965),
and Salem College. She has held the position of organist at the Home Moravian
Church, the First Baptist Church, and at Centenary United Methodist Church (all in
Winston-Salem, NC). Her compositions include music for solo organ, music for
mixed and unison chorus, piano music, harpsichord music, and music for small and
large instrumental ensembles.
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Rehearsals to begin for the St. Paul’s Steelband

The St. Paul's Steelband will be having its first rehearsal on Sunday, March 1st,
from 2-4 pm. If there are any questions, please feel free to reach out to Eleanor or
catch her after service. There's no need to bring anything for the first rehearsal. For
those of you that just want to watch and listen, you are free to stay for as long as
you like. We can't wait to get started making music together! For more information,
please contact Ellie: 330-400-8543.

Bell Choir to Start Up Rehearsals
Bells will be playing for the March 15 service. Rehearsals will be 2/25, 3/4, and
3/11. See Abby if you'd like to join this growing and fun group!

Cathedral Concert Series

Sunday, March 15%, 4:00 PM
Organ Concert

Dr Abigail Haake
Director of Music at St Paul’s

Community Lenten Worship Services
Our theme this year is “Objects of the Passion.”

March 4th First Baptist Rev. Mark Kreemer
March 11th St. John’s UCC Rev. George Baum
March 18th Christ Lutheran Rev. Oliver Kling

March 25th First United Methodist Rev. Tina Crog
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Adult Sunday School
2" Floor of the Parish Hall

The Book of Ruth
“...Blessed be he by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the
dead.” (Ruth 2:20)

During March we continue our study in the book of Ruth and notice the way God
uses the kindness and care of others to show the Lord’s character and reveal God’s
ultimate purpose of redemption through Jesus Christ. The faithfulness and
compassion of these in the story inspire us to demonstrate the same. The class meets
on the top floor of the Parish Hall at 11:30 each Sunday morning. An elevator is
available for easy access.

Note: Due to the length of the service typical of Palm Sunday, there will be no class
on March 29th.

Women’s Lenten Retreat

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.
(Psalm 46:1)

The Women’s Lenten Retreat this year will focus on the promise of God as our
refuge. If you have ever wondered where God is when it hurts, you will be
encouraged by this Saturday morning spent with other women during the season of
Lent. There will be time for worship, Bible study, meaningful craft making, and
Holy Communion.

The retreat will take place at St. Paul’s on March 7 from 8:45 am until 12:30 pm. If
you plan to attend and perhaps bring a friend, please let LaShell Williamson or
Patty Long know. Registration is not required but it is helpful to have an
approximate number of participants for planning purposes. Please consider taking
advantage of this opportunity for spiritual growth and encouragement as we journey
together toward Easter.
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el [hursday Morning Bible Study
Beginning February Sth
N\, Why Did Jesus Have to Die?:
wi The Meaning of the Crucifixion
DID ﬂE \US By Adam Hamilton

HAVES
/5 o When words fall short, the cross still speaks.

Despite the crucifixion’s central place in Christian faith, the New
Testament offers few clear answers about how Jesus’ death saves,
or why, exactly, he had to die. The New Testament writers use a host of
metaphors—ransom, sacrifice, reconciliation, victory—but never explain exactly
how it works or why it had to happen this way.

What if that’s because we’ve been asking the wrong question? What if the cross
isn’t a transaction to be explained, but a living Word from God meant to transform
who we are and how we live?

Capital Campaign Report

With joy and gratitude, we celebrate the completion of our new entrance and
bathrooms—made possible by your faithful generosity. What a gift it is to see these
improvements already serving our community!

Yet our work of caring for God’s house is not finished. Three pressing needs lie
ahead: a $125,000 replacement of the Parish Hall heating and cooling system,
repairs to the Parish Hall window wells, and fixing a boiler leak in the Education
Building. Through your continued giving, we can preserve this sacred space as a
place of safety, welcome, and comfort for all who come through our doors.
Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to God’s grace
for generations to come.

PEPPERONI ROLLS!

There are pepperoni rolls remaining that will be available for purchase after service
this Sunday in the dining room. One bag of two is $5.00, with the monies benefiting
our God's Kitchen Angels. Thank you for your support.
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone
APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on
your smart phone and download the “My
Church” by Pushpay. It is a free
download.

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by
typing STPLC APP.
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.

Assisted Hearing Devices Available

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the
sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need
assistance with these devices.

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your
app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the
sanctuary Wi-Fi: Network: sound media Password: Sound127

Community Social Media Pages
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches”

Facebook
“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon”
or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s”

18



Thank you to those serving today:

Presiding Minister Rev. Mark Kreemer
Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake
Assisting Minister Veronica Kreemer
Lector Lynda Klein
Greeters Dick and Robin Cordes
Communion Assistants Dennis Morgan & Kathryn Myers
Sacristan Lynda Klein
Ushers Gary Collard, Chris Hall,

Shane Jackson, & Craig Maurer
Acolytes Scott Larson, Thomas Haake
Soundboard Jim Johnson
Video/Live-Stream John Stanko

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING SONG What Wondrous Love Is This ELW 666
Public Domain
HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World ELW 323

Public Domain

COMMUNION Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335
Public Domain

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross ELW 660
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved
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Questions Come to Light

What is it about the night that invites questions? As our head rests on the pillow and
shadows stretch out on the bedroom wall, questions, like field mice, begin to emerge
from the nooks and crannies of our mind. At first, the questions are utilitarian: Did
someone let the dog out this evening? Are the kids’ lunches packed for school? When am
I going to get to the grocery store this week? And then, without warning, the questions
morph: Is Grandma going to recover from this illness? Why are my prayers so short these
days? Does Jesus really care about us—about me? At this point we know that night has
truly descended. Truth uttered in darkness. Naked honesty feels much safer, much less
exposed when light’s reach seems a day way.

Maybe that is why we can relate to Nicodemus. For when did Nicodemus come to Jesus?
By night! Though we can easily skip over the setting’s description in this gospel
encounter, it is so very important. With shadows dancing in the torchlight, Nicodemus
makes his way to Jesus, beset by questions he can ask only under cover of darkness.
Though the darkness is Nicodemus’ security blanket, he cannot help himself. Like a moth
fluttering in the night sky, Nicodemus is irresistibly drawn to the light. Not just any light:
Jesus, the light of the world, the light no darkness can overcome. As people filled with
our own questions, we follow in the furtive footsteps of Nicodemus, falsely believing our
naked honesty will remain hidden in the gloom of night. But the Spirit, through the light
of Christ, calls us out from the shadows, and in fact, exposes us to the brilliance of God’s
love—a love that meets our questioning hearts with nothing less than life eternal.
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What Wondrous Love Is This
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I What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When [ was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TI'll sing on; and
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won - drous love 1s this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
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God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great I  AM, while mil- lions join the theme, I will
I'll.' sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, [I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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God Loved the World
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1 God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus 18 the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are il, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son  for - gives all
5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would 1n
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide n
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je sus res - cues
sins that you have done, and jus - ti - fied by
Spir it, Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are  built on  this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the high - est good.
Trin - 1 - be praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 173 1-1807, adapt.
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Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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I Je - sus,keep me near the «cross, there’s a pre - cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, ftrust - ing ev - eI,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - vry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915
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Lift High the Cross
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Lift high  the cross, the love of Christ pro - claim till
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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I Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain  trod,

2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - c1 - fied

3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious  tree,

4 So shall  our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ca - fied for wvic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947

Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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	First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
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