Massillon Lutheran Churches

Ash Wednesday
February 18, 2026

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter. Marking our foreheads with
dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the
life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent
to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for
God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to
our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.




GATHERING
The assembly gathers in silence. Psalm 51 is chanted as the Pastor makes his way to the altar.

GREETING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins
of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our
sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12

'Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
2 Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God.
3“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers.
*Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
>Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?



%Ts not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
’Ts it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
? Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
19if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
"' The LorD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
12Y our ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
Chapter 5
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2!'For our sake he made him to be

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Chapter 6
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. *For he



says,

"At an acceptable time I have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation I have helped you."
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in
anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, “but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, °beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; °by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, ’truthful speech, and the power
of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; ®in honor and
dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; “as
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see — we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; '°as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no
reward from your Father in heaven.

2So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. *But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, “*so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.



>And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

1And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
7But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, '3so that your fasting may be
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; 2°but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2'For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Nathan Krause
HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, When In Dust To You ELW 601
INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus'
passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God's mercy. We
are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline
of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of
love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through
these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most holy and merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we
have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought,



word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess
to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of our
mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we
given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.



COMMUNITY SONG Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent ELW 490

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its
needs..

After each petition the following response is given:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Anthem: Guide My Wayfaring Feet arr. Ruth Elaine Schram (b. 1956)
Chancel Choir

I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger a’traveling through this world of woe, but there’s no
sickness, toil, or danger in that fair land to which I go. Guide my feet, Lord, guide me as I go.
Guide my feet, Lord, on this pilgrim way. Lord, I don’t want to walk this way in vain. I’'m
going there to meet my mother, my father, going there no more to road. 1'm only going over
Jordan. I'm only going over home.

OFFERING PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear itness to his saving work. We
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places.... And so,

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table.

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
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Communion Hymn Just As I am without one plea ELW 592

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN The Glory of These Forty Days ELW 320

BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
*+ bless you now and always.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which
1s good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.



Massillon Area Clergy Association
Community Lenten Worship Services

February 25th St. Paul’s Lutheran
127 Cherry Rd NE, Massillon, OH 44646
Rev. David Oliver preaching on The Basin & Towel

March 4th First Baptist Church
20 Sixth St. SE, Massillon, OH 44646
Rev. Mark Kreemer preaching on The Crown of Thorns

March 11th St. John’s UCC
101 Tremont Ave SE, Massillon, OH 44646
Rev. George Baum preaching on The 30 Pieces of Silver

April 2nd Christ Lutheran
3545 Amherst Ave NW, Massillon, Oh 44646
Rev. David Oliver King preaching on The Rooster

April 9th First UMC
301 Lincoln Way E, Massillon, OH 44646
Rev. Tina Crog preaching on the Sealed Tomb

Through the season of Lent, churches in the Massillon area will once again join
together for worship and Holy Communion, rotating locations and preachers. Our
focus this year 1s “Objects of the Passion.”

A light dinner of soup and salad will be served at 5:30pm. Then at 6:30pm, we will
worship together. Childcare may be provided. Offerings will go to Faith in Action
whose ministry assists seniors who can no longer drive to remain in their homes..



Cathedral Concert Series to Feature
Baritone Dr. Emery Stephens

Sunday, February 22, 4:00 PM

Dr. Emery Stephens, Jr., baritone, Associate Professor of Voice,
Studies. Olaf College
with
Dr. Thomas Bandy, collaborative piano, Associate Professor of Vocal
Accompanying, Oberlin College
and
Trevor Kazarian, cello
Presenting music of Harry T. Burleigh, H. Leslie Adams, Hall Johnson,
Kurt Weill, Florence B. Price, Leonard Bernstein, Dorothy Rudd Moore,

G. F. Handel, and Rosephanye Powell.
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Lenten Bible Study
February 16 Mondays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays at 10:00 am

What if the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes are telling the same story?

This Lent, we’ll explore how God’s commandments and Jesus’ blessings belong
together. From Mount Sinai to the Sermon on the Mount, Scripture reveals a God
who calls people into freedom, trust, and love for neighbor—not fear or perfection.
We'll explore how Jesus fulfills and deepens the law, helping us connect faith to
everyday life. No Bible expertise required—just curiosity and a willingness to
listen.

Join us at Tremont Coffee (Erie Street) Beginning the week of February 16
Mondays at 6:00 pm or Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Contact Pastor Tina Crog
at pastortina@stjacob.org with any questions.

Women’'s Lenten Retreat
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble. (Psalm 46:1)

The Women's Lenten Retreat this year will focus on the promise of God as our refuge. If
you have ever wondered where God is when it hurts, you will be encouraged by this
Saturday morning spent with other women during the season of Lent. There will be
time for worship, Bible study, meaningful craft making, and Holy Communion.

The retreat will take place at St. Paul’s on March 7 from 8:45a until 12:30p. If you plan
to attend and perhaps bring a friend, please let LaShell Williamson or Patty Long know.
Registration is not required but it is helpful to have an approximate number of
participants for planning purposes. Please consider taking advantage of this
opportunity for spiritual growth and encouragement as we journey together toward
Easter.

Community Social Media Pages
Facebook & Instagram
Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches”

Facebook
Search “St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon”
Search “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s”


mailto:pastortina@stjacob.org

Thank you to those serving today:
Presiding Minister Rev. Tina Crog

Preaching Rev. Nathan Krause

Assistant to the Bishop for Congregational Vitality

and Director for Evangelical Mission

Confession Rev. Ash Welch

Liturgist Rev Mark Kreemer

Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake

Assisting Minister Karl Kalk

Lector Carol Butler

Sacristan Barb Palmer & Brook Duplain
Ushers Mark Waltz & Carol Marlow
Soundboard Jim Johnson
Video/Live-Stream John Stanko
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Images in the Readings

Although cited only in the reading from Isaiah 58, ashes are the primary image for
the day. Since the eleventh century, the ashes, made by burning last year’s palms,
cycle around from the triumphant celebration of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem to the
humiliation of sinners covering their heads with the burnt greens. Ashes also bring
to mind the fire of the Easter Vigil. Honesty is always good, if sometimes painful:
this day we are honest about sin and death. The ash cross marks one’s forehead as if
it is the brand of one’s owner. We journey forward wearing the sign of the cross.

The gospel reading is the source for the three disciplines of Lent that have proved
useful for many of Christ’s disciples. To increase one’s giving to the poor, to
increase one’s attention to prayer, and to decrease one’s focus on the self: the idea
is that such disciplines open up the self to God and to the neighbor.

The acceptable time, the day of salvation, is how Paul describes the here and now
of the life of the baptized. Ash Wednesday calls us each day into life in Christ.

Several beloved hymns call Christ our treasure. The treasure described in both
Matthew and Paul—"poor, yet making many rich”—is the countercultural value of
the baptized life.
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Savior, When 1n Dust to You
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1 Sav-ior, when iIn dust to you low we bow in hom - age due;
2 By your help-less in-fant years, by your life of want and tears,
3 By your hour of dire de- spair, by your ag - o - ny of prayer,
4 By your deep ex - pir-ing groan, by the sad se - pul - chral stone,
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when,re - pen - tant, to the skies scarce we lift our weep-ing eves;
by your days of deep dis - tress in the sav-age wil - der - ness,
by the cross, the nail, the thorn, pierc-ing spear, and tor-turing scorn,
by the vault whose dark a - bode held in vain the ris - ing God,
0 —
v !
(i -
P
oh, by all your pains and woe suf-fered once for us be - low,
by the dread, mys - t¢ - rious hour of thein-sult-ing tempt-er's pow'r,
by the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dread-ful sac - nn - fice,
oh, from earth to  heav'n re - stored, might-y, re - as - cend -ed Lord,
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bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-1 - ten-tial  cry!
turn, oh, turn a fa - vring eye; hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
lis - ten to our hum-ble sigh; hear our pen-1 - ten-tial  cry!
bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-1 - ten-tial  cry!

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.

Music: ABERYSTWYTH, Joseph Parry, 1841-1903




Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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1 Let all mor-tal flesh keep si - lence,and with fear and trem - bling stand;
2 King of kings,yet born of Mar-y, as of old on earth he stood,
3 Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on the way;
4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep -less eye,
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pon -der noth-ing earth-ly - mind-ed, for with bless-ing in  his hand
Lord of lords in hu - man ves-ture, in the bod - y and the blood,

as the Light of light, de - scend-ing from

the realms of end - less day,
vell their fac - es to the pres-ence, as

with cease-less voice they cry:
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Christ our God to earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to  de - mand.
he will give to all the faith - ful his own self for heav’'n-ly  food.
comes, the pow’rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-nessclears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-1a! Al - le-lu - ia! Al - le - Iu - ia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-18835, alt.
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent.




Just As I Am, without One Plea
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re-ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - ’'ry
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - y.a doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise I be - lieve,
bar - rier down, now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,

0 | X
J\f :

\\IY | : 6 ~— 6

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elhott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



The Glory of These Forty Days
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1 The glo - ry of these for - ty days we cel - e -
2 A - lone and fast - ing Mo - ses saw the lov - ing
3 So Dan - iel ftrained his mys - tic sight, de - liv - ered
4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, re - turn in
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brate with songs of praise; for Christ, through whom all
God who gave the law; and to E - n - jah,
from the li - ons’ might; and John, the Bride - groom’s
fast and prayer to you. Our spir - its strength-en
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things were made, him - self has fast - ed and has prayed.
fast - ing, came the stceds and char - 1 - ots of flame.
friend, be - came the her - ald of Mes - si - ah’s name.
with your grace, and give us joy to see your face.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



