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WELCOMLE

To our Church Family
We e Glad You e Fere!



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
W We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As
our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a

coffee cup and information about our church. You may also want to download our new St.
Paul’s App and visit our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag.

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service.
These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward.

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored
glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and would like
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.

Altar Flowers

The Altar flowers were given today by Carla, Cindy, Nancy & Karen in honor of Gladys
Zepp's 96th birthday.

Introduction

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a
close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is
revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains
us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and
our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the
conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of
Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

Readings and Psalms

Exodus 24:12-18

Moses enters the cloud of God’s glory on Mount Sinai.

Psalm 2

You are my son; this day have I begotten you. (Ps. 2:7)

2 Peter 1:16-21

The apostle’s message confirmed on the mount of transfiguration.
Matthew 17:1-9

Revelation of Christ as God’s beloved Son.



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-2-15/2698
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The Westminster Strike
Welcome and Announcements

Prelude O God, Our Help in Ages Past William Croft (1678-1727),
arr. Cindy Berry (b. 1949)

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word
who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the
expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We
say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a
spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and

forgives your sin in " Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for
others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies ELW 553

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Ky-n -e e - let - son, ev-ry day.
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith
by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring
Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us
heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18




12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will
give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have
written for their instruction.” ' So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and
Moses went up onto the mountain of God. # To the elders he had said, “Wait here
for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has
a dispute may go to them.”

15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. '® The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it
for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. " Now the
appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the
mountain in the sight of the Israelites. '* Moses entered the cloud and went up on
the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21

16'We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his
majesty. !” For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved,
with whom I am well pleased.” '8 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven,
while we were with him on the holy mountain.

19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to
be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. 2° First of all you must understand this, that no
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 2! because no
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit
spoke from God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter - nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 5™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led
them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them,
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking,
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This
is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus
came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they
raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Mark Kreemer
HYMN OF THE DAY Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life ELW 719

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.




I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

After each petition the following response is given:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all
for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our
Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY How Firm a Foundation Joseph Funk (1778-1862),
arr. Berry
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those
who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we
have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, .....And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead



us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.

COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
Communion Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies Johann G. Werner

Allegretto from Symphony No. 3

arr. Berry

by Rob Roy Peery (1900-1973)

TABLE BLESSING

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897), transcribed

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen

10



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament
of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we
have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Alleluia, Song of Gladness ELW 318

BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude The Church’s One Foundation Samuel S. Wesley
arr. Berry

In our prayers today we will remember

Linda Wentling, Dave & Kay Farrar, McKenzie Staver, Joan Spenser, Rick Theiss,
Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Nancy Lint, Steve Kress, Judy Hall, Tom Fry, Kenneth
& Jean Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Arthur Barrett, Karen & Paul Daily.
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Sign up for Church Directory Photos

Sign up (or just show up!) for your new Church
Directory photo.

Carol Butler will be in the back of the church before
and after services to take your photo. It takes only a
couple of minutes. We will be taking photos at least
through March. You have the option of submitting a
recent photo from the past year if you prefer.

Sanctuary Cleaning: February 21, 9:00 am
We will gather for our annual cleaning of the sanctuary. We have buckets, cleaner
and spray bottles. All we need is you.

Community Lenten Worship Services
Our theme this year is “Objects of the Passion.”

February 25th St. Paul’s Lutheran Rev. David Oliver
March 4th First Baptist Rev. Rev Mark Kreemer
March 11th St. John’s UCC Rev. George Baum
March 18th Christ Lutheran Rev. Oliver Kling
March 25th First United Methodist Rev. Tina Crog

Music Notes:

Bell Choir to Start Up Rehearsals
Bells will be playing for the March 15 service. Rehearsals will be 2/25, 3/4, and
3/11. See Abby if you'd like to join this growing and fun group!

Cathedral Concert Series
Sunday, February 22, 4:00 PM

Baritone Dr. Emery Stephens,
Associate Professor of Voice Studies, St. Olaf College
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Adult Sunday School
2" Floor of the Parish Hall

Pointing to the Redeemer: The Book of Ruth

The Old Testament contains many scripture passages and stories that point to the
Redeemer, Savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ. The Book of Ruth is one
such story. Even in an ancient culture so different from our own, we see how God
uses this story to point toward Jesus, God’s beloved Son, the One to redeem all
humanity. The story also reveals God’s love and compassion for a world full of
sorrow. Join us for this interesting study and good conversation each Sunday at
11:30. We meet on the top floor of Parish Hall. An elevator is available for easy
access.

Women’s Lenten Retreat

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.
(Psalm 46:1)

The Women’s Lenten Retreat this year will focus on the promise of God as our
refuge. If you have ever wondered where God is when it hurts, you will be
encouraged by this Saturday morning spent with other women during the season of
Lent. There will be time for worship, Bible study, meaningful craft making, and
Holy Communion.

The retreat will take place at St. Paul’s on March 7 from 8:45 am until 12:30 pm.
If you plan to attend and perhaps bring a friend, please let LaShell Williamson or
Patty Long know. Registration is not required but it is helpful to have an
approximate number of participants for planning purposes. Please consider taking
advantage of this opportunity for spiritual growth and encouragement as we journey
together toward Easter.

Pepperoni Rolls!
The pepperoni rolls are back, but larger than before. Due to the size, they are
bagged in two's and are $5.00 for the two. These will be available February 22, the

day of soup pickup. First come, first served. Call David Stoner if you have any
questions. 330 844-1185. Thank you.

13



el [hursday Morning Bible Study
Beginning February Sth
N\ & Why Did Jesus Have to Die?:
wi The Meaning of the Crucifixion
DID ﬂE; \U M By Adam Hamilton

When words fall short, the cross still speaks.

Despite the crucifixion’s central place in Christian faith, the New
Testament offers few clear answers about how Jesus’ death saves,
or why, exactly, he had to die. The New Testament writers use a host of
metaphors—ransom, sacrifice, reconciliation, victory—but never explain exactly
how it works or why it had to happen this way.

What if that’s because we’ve been asking the wrong question? What if the cross
isn’t a transaction to be explained, but a living Word from God meant to transform
who we are and how we live?

Join the Fellowship Committee in these events!

Tuesday, February 17, from 5 to 7 pm: Shrove Pancake Dinner

This is our feast before we begin the Lenten season, serving pancakes (regular and gluten free),
sausage, applesauce & drinks. The topping bar for pancakes will include maple syrup, whipped
cream, strawberries, raspberries, chocolate, & caramel. Participants will be invited to make a
Mardi Gras craft. We need volunteers to help cook pancakes and sausage. We will take a free
will offering.

Any questions call or text Sue Reid at 330-323-6688

Capital Campaign Report

With joy and gratitude, we celebrate the completion of our new entrance and bathrooms—made
possible by your faithful generosity. What a gift it is to see these improvements already serving
our community!

Yet our work of caring for God’s house is not finished. Three pressing needs lie ahead: a
$125,000 replacement of the Parish Hall heating and cooling system, repairs to the Parish Hall
window wells, and fixing a boiler leak in the Education Building. Through your continued
giving, we can preserve this sacred space as a place of safety, welcome, and comfort for all who
come through our doors. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to
God’s grace for generations to come.
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone
APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on
your smart phone and download the “My
Church” by Pushpay. It is a free
download.

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by
typing STPLC APP.
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.

Assisted Hearing Devices Available

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the
sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need
assistance with these devices.

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your
app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the
sanctuary Wi-Fi: Network: sound media Password: Sound127

Community Social Media Pages
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches”

Facebook
“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon”
or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s”
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Thank you to those serving today:

Presiding Minister Rev. Mark Kreemer

Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake

Accompanist Carol Butler

Assisting Minister Patty Long

Lector Kathryn Myers

Greeters Pastor Lynn & LaShell Williamson
Communion Assistants Shane Jackson & Barb Palmer
Sacristans Barb Palmer & Brooke Duplain
Ushers Mark Waltz & Carol Marlow
Acolytes Scott Larson & Thomas Haake
Soundboard Jim Johnson
Video/Live-Stream John Stanko

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies ELW 553

Public Domain

HYMN OF THE DAY Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life ELW 719
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

SENDING HYMN Alleluia, Song of Gladness ELW 318

Public Domain




Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

n “ | l

£ : - — .

© | =
1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on - ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less 1s the morn un - ac-com - pa-nied by thee;

3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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beams I see,

fill me, ra- dian - cy di - vine, scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
24 | —
© . —_—
Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
till they in - ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

more and more thy - self dis-play, shin-ing to the

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: RATISBON, I. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815

per - fect day.
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Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

_9_&1 | J )
G 3 s :
\\IV,
J —_
I  Where cross the crowd-ed ways of life, where sound the
2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man
4 The cup of wa - ter givin  for you still holds the
oI, .
AT !
(S = o
\3¥ = .
J S~
cries  of race and  clan, a - bove the noise of
thresh-olds  dark with fears, from paths where hide the
grief and bur - dened toil, from fam - ished souls, from
fresh - ness  of your grace; yet long these mul - t -
_Q_& ! I
o-F d s P e
~ 2z : : }
self - ish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - row’s  stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion in your face.

5 O Master, from the mountainside
make haste to heal these hearts of pain;
among these restless throngs abide;
oh, tread the city’s streets again;

Text: Frank M. North, 1850-1935, alt.
Music: WarLron, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

6 Till all the world shall learn your love,
and follow where your feet have trod;
till glorious from your heav’'n above
shall come the city of our God.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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1 Al-le - lu - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can - not die;
2 Al-le - lu - ia you are sound - ing, true Je - ru - sa - lem and free;
3 Al-le - lu - ia can-not al - ways be our song while here be - low;
4 In our hymns we pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty,
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al -le-lu-1a is the an-them ev - er dear to choirs on high;
al - le - lu - ia, joy- ful moth-er, bring us to your ju - bi- lee;
al - le - lu -1a our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;
at the last to keep glad Eas-ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
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in  the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
here by Bab -y -lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex-iles still are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for-ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu-1a joy-ful - ly

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880
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