St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
January 4th, 2026
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WELCOME

To our Church Family
We ve Glad You re Fere.




St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As
our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a coffee cup and
information about our church. You may also want to download our new St. Paul’s App and visit
our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag.

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service.
These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are Welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward.

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape Joice is in the colored
glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and would like
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.

Flowers
Altar Fowers were given today by Robin Shaw in Memory of Bob, Cheryl, David, Bill, Ryan,
Brad & Zane Shaw.

Today’s Worship Focus

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of
God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is
proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus,

the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the
waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of
God’s love to all people.

Readings and Psalm

Isaiah 60:1-6

Nations come to the light.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11)
Ephesians 3:1-12

The gospel’s promise extends to all.

Matthew 2:1-12

Revelation of Christ to the nations of the earth.




Today's Hymns from the Tower Church Carillon
The Westminster Strike
Announcements

Prelude: What Is This Lovely Fragrance John Ferguson (1941-2025)

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior,
Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we
have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not always
embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of
violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to make room for those
seeking refuge; our participation in violent systems that harm your innocent
ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today and teach
us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.

Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. -+ Christ’s presence redeems the whole
creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!
Amen.

GATHERING SONG As with Gladness Men of Old ELW 302

GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations to the
brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all
the world through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

I Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth
and thick darkness the peoples,
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.



4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.
> Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephabh;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem Blest Mary Walks Amid the Thorn  arr. Todd Marchand
Lex1 Johnson, soprano
Blest Mary walks amid the thorn, Kyrie eleison. Blest Mary walks amid the thorn,
Where seven long years no bloom has born. Jesu et Maria. What ‘neath her heart
doth Mary bear? A little child doth Mary bear, Beneath her heart He nestles there.
As through the thorn wood passeth she, Fair roses bloom on every tree, As through
the thorn wood passeth she. What shall this Infant called be? The Christ, He shall
be called truly, Which Name He hath borne from eternity. Who wilt the world from
sin set free, This Child alone, and only He, He wilt the world from sin set free.

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

! This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
gentiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given me for you ® and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
as I wrote above in a few words, # a reading of which will enable you to perceive
my understanding of the mystery of Christ. > In former generations this mystery was
not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: ® that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that



was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the
saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless
riches of Christ ? and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden
for ages in God, who created all things, '° so that through the church the wisdom of
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. !! This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, '?in whom we have access in boldness and
confidence through faith in him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 2"? chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

!'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from
the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of
the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him
homage.” > When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. ° They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:

6<And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler



who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ”

"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. ® Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage.” ® When they had heard the king, they set out,
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. ' When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. ! On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. ' And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Mark Kreemer
HYMN OF THE DAY  Brightest and Best of the Stars ELW 303
CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church,
creation, and all who are in need.

After each petition the following response is given:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Offertory: Saw You Never in the Twilight- arr. Marchand

Ms. Johnson, soprano
Saw you never, in the twilight, When the sun had left the skies, Up in Heav'n the
clear stars shining Through the gloom, like silver eyes? So of old the wise men,
watching, Saw a little stranger star, And they knew the King was given, And they
followed it from afar. Heard you never of the story
How they crossed the desert wild, Journeyed on by plain and mountain, Till they
found the holy Child? How they opened all their treasure, Kneeling to that infant
King,; Gave the gold and fragrant incense, Gave the myrrh in offering? Know ye
not that lowly Baby Was the bright and morning star? He who came to light the
Gentiles, And the darkened isles afar? And we, too, may seek His cradle,; There our
hearts’ best treasures bring; Love, and faith, and true devotion For our Savior, God
and king.
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you
bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of

the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places.... And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER




LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
God is now in flesh appearing.
Come to the feast of joy!
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COMMUNION Noel on GREENSLEEVES  Larry Visser (b. 1962)

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder
in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of
your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Arise Your Light Has Come ELW 314

BLESSING

The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter,

= bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Song of the Magi Joe Utterback (b. 1944)

In our prayers today we will remember

Joan Spenser, Maggie Paul, Amy Williams, Cole, Marty, Curt & Paul Staver, Jessie & Linda
Shaffer, Nancy Lint, Steve Kress, Lenny Herd, Pastor Groenke, Eric Gerber, Judy Hall, Bonnie
& Dave Dourm, Tom Fry, Carol Sargent, Kenneth & Jean Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Arthur
Barrett, Karen & Paul Daily.



Music Notes:

Coming in 2026! The St. Paul’s Steelband!
Through a generous donation of five instruments, Eleanor Manes will be starting a
steelband for the congregation and greater Massillon community. No musical

background necessary and any and all ages/skills are welcome. For more information,
please contact Ellie: 330-400-8543

Adult Sunday School

21 Eloor of the Parish Hall
Adult Sunday School
More Like Jesus

To be more like Jesus should be the aim of every believer. Faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control are fruit of the Spirit that make it possible for us to be “conformed to the image of his
Son.” (Romans 8:29) Please join us as we study together and encourage one another to become
more like Christ. We meet each Sunday at 11:30 on the top floor of Parish Hall. An elevator is
available for easy access.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
Beginning December 11th

3 Voices of Advent
By Matthew Skinner

& In Joices of Advent, Matthew L. Skinner leads readers through biblical texts

| and explores how they shape our lives and Christmas celebrations. We listen as
Jesus promises to return to us in the future, to John the Baptist as he prepares
the way for the Messiah, to the faithful people and poets who anticipate the magnificence of
Jesus’s birth, and to the angels and visionaries who praise God when Christmas dawns. Listen
carefully to the Bible’s various perspectives that shape our preparations for Christmas; you’ll
hear hope in all of them. Voices of Advent helps readers experience Advent not only as the start
of the Christian Church Year, but also as the powerful overture that sets the tone for the
incredible story of Jesus.




Join the Fellowship Committee in these events!

Thank you to our carolers who joined us as we visited our home bound members
and friends on December 6 for Christmas caroling. We sang Christmas carols to 10
of our members. When we visited Care Facilities, many more people joined us to
listening to us sing and singing along as well. After caroling we returned to the
church for a chicken dinner and shared stories about visits to these special
members. A special thanks to Sue Ambrosic for setting up the visits. Sue works
tirelessly to make sure we keep in touch with our home bound members.

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events:
Game Night — Sunday, January 18

Join us in the lounge at 5:00 pm to play games. We will play bingo with prizes, or
you can bring a favorite board game or card game. Also bring an appetizer to share.
This will be a fun chance to mix with our church family! Come and have fun!! Sign
up in the lounge so we can make plans for how many will be coming.

Valentine Dinner and Dance — Saturday, February 7

Mark your calendar to for this fun event with our own DJ, Chuck Richards. We will
gather for dinner at 5:00 pm followed by music with Chuck. Watch for details of
our menu and cost.

Shrove Pancake Dinner — Tuesday February 17

Come for our annual Pancake Dinner starting at 5:00 pm. Enjoy a pancake bar with
special toppings, sausage, applesauce and drinks. Join in a Mardi Gras craft. This is
our feast before we begin the Lenten season.

Any questions call or text Sue Reid at 330-323-6688



Capital Campaign Report

With joy and gratitude, we celebrate the completion of our new entrance and bathrooms—made
possible by your faithful generosity. What a gift it is to see these improvements already serving
our community!

Yet our work of caring for God’s house is not finished. Three pressing needs lie ahead: a
$125,000 replacement of the Parish Hall heating and cooling system, repairs to the Parish Hall
window wells, and fixing a boiler leak in the Education Building. Through your continued
giving, we can preserve this sacred space as a place of safety, welcome, and comfort for all who
come through our doors. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to
God’s grace for generations to come.

Download the St. Paul’s Phone
APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on
your smart phone and download the “My
Church” by Pushpay. It is a free
download.

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by
typing STPLC APP.
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.




Cathedral Concert Series to Feature
Baritone Dr. Emery Stephens

Sunday, February 22, 4:00 PM

Dr. Emery Stephens, Jr., baritone, Associate Professor of Voice,
Studies. Olaf College
with
Dr. Thomas Bandy, collaborative piano, Associate Professor of Vocal
Accompanying, Oberlin College
and
Trevor Kazarian, cello
Presenting music of Harry T. Burleigh, H. Leslie Adams, Hall Johnson,
Kurt Weill, Florence B. Price, Leonard Bernstein, Dorothy Rudd Moore,

G. F. Handel, and Rosephanye Powell.

18



Assisted Hearing Devices Available

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the
sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need
assistance with these devices.

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your
app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the
sanctuary Wi-Fi: Network: sound media Password: Sound127

Community Social Media Pages
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches”
Facebook

“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon”
or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s”



Thank you to those serving today:

Presiding Minister Rev. Mark Kreemer

Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake

Assisting Minister Patty Long

Lector Scott Johnson

Greeters Judy Fichter

Communion Assistants Shane Jackson & Barb Palmer

Sacristan Mary Ann Poliing

Ushers Jeff Akey, Gary Collard,
Richard Evert, Dan Farrar

Soundboard Jim Johnson

Video/Live-Stream John Stanko

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING SONG As With Gladness Men Of Old ELW 302

Public Domain

HYMN OF THE DAY  Brightest and Best Of the Stars ELW 303

Public Domain

SENDING SONG Arise Your Light Has Come ELW 314
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved



As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho - ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'n and earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'n-ly King.

where they need no
for - ev - er

there

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 17861872

star
may we

sing

to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
al - le - lu - 1ias

to our king.




Brightest and Best of the Stars
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1 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 What shall we give  him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,
5 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - f'rings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts would his fa - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
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Star of the east, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the o - cean,
rich - er by far 18 the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion,
Star  of the east, the ho - rm - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our im - fant re - deem - er is laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - dor of all.
myrrth from the for - est or gold from the mine”?
dear - er to God are  the prayers of the poor.
guide where our im - fant re - deem - er is laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.

Music: MORNING STAR, James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.




Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rse, your light has come! Fling wide the pris- on door;
3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in sor - row  born,
4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo -ry of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




