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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

SUNDAY November 23rd, 2025 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here. 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a coffee cup and 

information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St Paul’s App and visit 

our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 

These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  

 

You are Welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape Joice is in the colored 

glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 

to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Flowers 

Altar Fowers were given today by Dan & Nancy Lint in honor of her sister Sherry’s birthday. 
 

Today’s Worship Focus 

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic 

fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly 

contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the 

world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise. 

Readings and Psalm 

 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Coming of the shepherd and righteous Branch who will execute justice. 

Psalm 46 

I will be exalted among the nations. (Ps. 46:10) 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Hymn to Christ, firstborn of all creation; peace through his blood. 

Luke 23:33-43 

Jesus is crucified between two thieves: you will be with me in Paradise. 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/2646
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/2646
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/2646
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/2646
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Today’s Hymns from The Tower   Church Carillon 

The Westminster Strike 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude:           Adagio, BWV 564   Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We 

are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of 

your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We 

reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 

Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and 

bring us to new life. Amen. 

Hear the good news: 
 

God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:  Jesus Shall Reign     ELW 434 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 

worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with 

us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 

shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have 

driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for 

your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my 

flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to 

their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over 

them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor 

shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 

will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is 

our righteousness.” 
 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem   The King Shall Come   arr. George Mabry (b. 1945) 

         Chancel Choir 
The King shall come when morning dawns, And light triumphant breaks; When beauty gilds the 

eastern hills, And life to joy awakes. Not as of old a little child to bear, and fight, and die, But 

crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky. The King shall come when morning 

dawns, And earth’s dark night is past; O haste the rising of that morn, The day that aye shall 

last. And let the endless bliss begin, By weary saints foretold, When right shall triumph over 

wrong, And truth shall be extolled. The King shall come when morning dawns, And light and 

beauty brings: Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, Come quickly, King of kings. 
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Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20 
 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 

so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the 

Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 

light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. 

 

  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him 

all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him 

and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him 

all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through the blood of his cross. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 

with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, 

forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to 

divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at 

him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 

chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 

wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was 

also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, 

saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting 

what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly 

I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON         Rev. Mark Kreemer 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd insert 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 
 

After each petition the following response is given: 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 

unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Anthem:   Simple Gifts  arr. Mark Schweizer (1956-2019) 

            Chancel Choir 
'Tis the gift to be simple, 'tis the gift to be free, 'Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be; 

And when we find ourselves in the place just right, 'Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 

’Tis a gift to be loving, ’tis a gift to be kind, ’tis a gift to leave our bitterness behind; And when 

we find ourselves in the place just right, 'Twill be in the valley of love and delight. When true 

simplicity is gained, To bow and to bend we shan't be ashamed; to turn, turn, will be our 

delight. Till by turning, turning we come round right.  ’Tis a gift to be thankful, ’tis a gift to 

forgive, ’tis a gift to find out how we ought to live; And hen we find ourselves in the place just 

right, 'Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
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OFFERTORY  

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them 

with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us 

with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ 

our Savior, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKGIVING 
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The preface of the day is chanted by the presiding minister. 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

There is a place for you at the table of God. 

Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 
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COMMUNION HYMN:  Beautiful Savior   ELW 838 

 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 

heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your 

Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and 

embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:  Crown Him with Many Crowns  ELW 855 

 

BLESSING 
 

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, 

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 
 

The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   He Is King   Robert J. Powell (1932-2025) 
         

____________ 

 

In our prayers today we will remember 

Steve Kress, Lenny Herd, Loren Veigel, Eric Gerber, Cindy Lash, Judy Hall, Bonnie & Dave 

Dourm, Tom Fry, Carol Sargent, Kenneth & Jean Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Arthur Barrett, 

Olivia Harrington, Cindy Nash, Karen & Paul Daily, Susan Via, Richard Green. 
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Note from Cindy 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

       Thank you so much for your prayers and comfort during my recent illness. 

Your prayers, cards, phone calls, and texts brightened each day and got me through 

so much. 

          I can’t thank you enough for your wonderful kindness.     

                            Love, 

                            Cindy Lash 

 

Handbell Choir 

Save the dates!  Rehearsals are November 12, 19, & December 3 in preparation to 

play in worship on December 7 AND participate in the Candlelight Walk 

(December 7, 5-7 PM).  Please let Abby know if you plan to ring so that she can 

have music ready for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for the Community Candlelight Walk:  

December 7, 5-7 pm. Continuous music from our adult choir, bell choir, 

and vocal and instrumental soloists. 
 

 
 

Tickets Available for Madrigal Feaste 

 

$20 for adults, $10 for children 10 and under. Light meal from charcuterie board and dessert in 

the Parish Hall to accompany the magnificent singers from Firestone CLC. 
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Wednesday Advent Services 7:00 PM 
Each Wednesday we will explore someone from the Lineage of Jesus. 

 

December 3rd  Christ Lutheran   Rev Mark Kreemer 

December 10  St Jacob Lutheran  Rev Ash Welch 

December 17  Holy Trinity Lutheran  Rev Jeff Goggins 

 
Adult Sunday School 
If we live by the Spirit, let us be guided by the Spirit. (Galatians 5:25) 
 

Our study of the Holy Spirit continues as we consider the fruit of the Spirit. This is 

the evidence of our lives; that we truly belong to Jesus Christ and are directed and 

empowered by the Spirit to show. Please join us as we gather at 11:30 each Sunday 

morning on the top floor of Parish Hall. An elevator is available for easy access. 

 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Beginning November 6th 

10:00 am 

Enough Revised Edition: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and 

Generosity 

 

Money has great power in our lives. Used wisely, it is one key to 

accomplishing our goals, providing for our needs, and fulfilling our life 

purpose. In recent years, many of us ignored the wisdom of the past 

when it came to managing and spending our money. Credit card debt 

soared, savings rates plummeted, and our home equity became something to be tapped into and 

spent rather than a source of security in retirement. We felt an insatiable desire for more. And 

we found ourselves spending tomorrow’s money today in order to have what we hoped would 

satisfy. The result of all of this was not greater happiness and satisfaction, but greater stress and 

anxiety. 

 

Enough is an invitation to rediscover the Bible’s wisdom when it comes to prudent financial 

practices. In these pages are found the keys to experiencing contentment, overcoming fear, and 

discovering joy through simplicity and generosity. This book could change your life, by 

changing your relationship with money.  
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Capital Campaign Report 
With joy and gratitude, we celebrate the completion of our new entrance and bathrooms—made 

possible by your faithful generosity. What a gift it is to see these improvements already serving 

our community!   

Yet our work of caring for God’s house is not finished. Three pressing needs lie ahead: a 

$125,000 replacement of the Parish Hall heating and cooling system, repairs to the Parish Hall 

window wells, and fixing a boiler leak in the Education Building. Through your continued 

giving, we can preserve this sacred space as a place of safety, welcome, and comfort for all who 

come through our doors. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to 

God’s grace for generations to come. 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

COLLECTING NONPERISHABLES 
 

Welfare and Social Committee will collect nonperishable food and  miscellaneous items for our 

Community Meal families for Christmas. These items will be distributed at our Community 

Meal on Friday, December 12. 
 

We will begin collecting in October. Please place your donations in the box located at the side 

entrance of the church. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Barb Palmer at 330-244-1602 
 

October 19     Tea and coffee 

October 26  Peanut butter and jelly 

November 2   Canned soups and pork n beans 

November 9   Cereal and mixes (cake, brownies, muffins) 

November 16 Canned fruits and vegetables 

November 23 Spaghetti sauce, pasta, instant potatoes 

November 30 Paper products (paper towels, toilet paper) 

December 7    Bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrush 

Thank you for your generosity!  Barb Palmer 
 

Angel Tree Gift Tags 
 

Angel Tree gift tags will be available in the Portico on November 16th.  The tags 

will have suggested gift ideas for children and families in need this Christmas 

Season.  Please return your unwrapped gift to the church by December 7th, you 

may also drop them at the Salvation Army. 

 

Parents and children will then get to pick a gift for their loved one and wrap it 

themselves. 
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Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 

 

Download the St. Paul’s Phone 

APP  
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on 

your smart phone and download the “My 

Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by 

typing STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

 

 

Community Social Media Pages 
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 

 

Facebook 

“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 

 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake 

 

Assisting Minister     Scott Larson 

 

Lector     Patty Long 

 

Greeters     Craig Maurer  

 

Communion Assistants   Shane Jackson & Barb Palmer 

       

Sacristan     Barb Palmer & Brooke Duplain 

 

Ushers     Chuck Geson, Dick Longworth 

      Chuck Richards, Mike Skelly 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 

 

 

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:  Jesus Shall Reign     ELW 434 
Public Domain 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd insert 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  Beautiful Savior    ELW 838 

Public Domain 

 

SENDING HYMN:  Crown Him with Many Crowns  ELW 855 
Public Domain 
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