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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
October 19th, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

water bottle and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 

Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 

These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 

glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 

to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Chuck Richards in memory of his mom’s birthday and 

his parents’ anniversary. 

 

Introduction 

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle 

with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table. 

Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed. 

Readings and Psalm 

• Genesis 32:22-31 

Jacob’s struggle with the angel: I’ll not let go until you bless me. 

• Psalm 121 

My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. (Ps. 121:2) 

• 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

In the presence of Christ the judge, proclaim the message. 

• Luke 18:1-8 

The widow begs for justice; God grants justice to those who cry to him. 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
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The Westminster Strike 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude:    Beautiful Savior   arr. Dan R. Edwards (b. 1951)) 

       Bell Choir 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  Let Justice Roll Like Streams  ELW 717 

            

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep 

us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may 

with grateful hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 32:22-31 
 

22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 

eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them 

across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a 

man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail 

against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint 

as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But 

Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What 

is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have 

prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why 

is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place 

Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The 

sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 121 

 

 1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 

  from where is my | help to come? 

 2 My help comes | from the LORD, 

  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 

 3 The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 

 4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 

  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R 

 5 the LORD watches | over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 

 6 the sun will not strike | you by day, 

  nor the | moon by night. 

 7 The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 

  and will | keep your life. 

 8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 

  from this time forth for- | evermore. R 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have known sacred 

writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the person of God may be 

proficient, equipped for every good work. 

  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 

dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge 

you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or 

unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in 

teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, 

but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 

their own desires 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away 

to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA VERSE 

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke  18:1-8 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 18th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 

heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 

respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 

saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he 

said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet 

because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not 

wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 

unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 

him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly 

grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 

earth?” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON        Kathryn Myers 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW 742 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

creation. 

 

After each petition the following response is given: 

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    Ode to Joy    arr. Edwards 

        Bell Choir 
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OFFERTORY  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us Pray 

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn 

us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides 

for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 



 

10 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, …. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 

Come to this meal of mercy 

 

COMMUNION SONG   

 

 
 

Communion:    Jesus, Still Lead On    ELW 624 
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TABLE BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask 

this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

SENDING  HYMN     Lift Every Voice and Sing   ELW 841 

BLESSING 

 

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude              March in E-flat Major- Daniel Ficarri (b. 1996) 
 

In our prayers today we will remember 

Kathy Watts, Bonnie & Dave Dourm, Nancy Lint, Tom Fry, Carol Sargent, Kenneth & Jean 

Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Matthew Cottle, Arthur Barrett, Olivia Harrington, Darlene Lewis, 

Cindy Nash, Paul Daily, Rick Theiss, Richard Green. 

_________________ 

Music Notes 
Handbell Choir 

Save the dates!  Rehearsals are November 12, 19, & December 3 in preparation to 

play in worship on December 7 AND participate in the Candlelight Walk 

(December 7, 5-7 PM).  Please let Abby know if you plan to ring so that she can 

have music ready for you! 



 

13 

Adult Sunday School 
Who is God the Holy Spirit? 

        “The Spirit will guide you into all truth.” (John 16:13a)  

 

The Holy Spirit may be the most neglected and misunderstood person of the Holy Trinity. God 

the Father and God the Son seem more relatable and easier to embrace. The lessons for October 

will focus on the person and work of the Holy Spirit and the privilege we have as believers to 

access this “power from on high.” Please join us following the Sunday worship service in the 

Parish Hall, top floor, as we begin this interesting series of lessons. We typically start at 11:30 

and conclude shortly past noon. An elevator is available for easy access. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

COLLECTING NONPERISHABLES 
 

Welfare and Social Committee will collect nonperishable food and  miscellaneous items for our 

Community Meal families for Christmas. These items will be distributed at our Community 

Meal on Friday, December 12. 
 

We will begin collecting in October. Please place your donations in the box located at the side 

entrance of the church. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Barb Palmer at 330-244-1602 

 

October 19     Tea and coffee 

October 26  Peanut butter and jelly 

November 2   Canned soups and pork n beans 

November 9   Cereal and mixes (cake, brownies, muffins) 

November 16 Canned fruits and vegetables 

November 23 Spaghetti sauce, pasta, instant potatoes 

November 30 Paper products (paper towels, toilet paper) 

December 7    Bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrush 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Barb Palmer 
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Thursday Morning Bible Study 
10:00 am 

Everywhere Is Jerusalem: Experiencing the Holy Then and Now 

By James Howell 

In Everywhere Is Jerusalem, James Howell takes you on a spiritual pilgrimage to significant 

places in the ongoing story of the Christian faith. You'll go from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, from 

the Jordan River to Assisi, and from the Sea of Galilee to Montgomery, Alabama. Along the 

way, you'll discover the profound connections between biblical stories and the places they 

happened. 

Part travelogue, part Bible study, this book will take you on a spiritual journey to the places that 

are most important in our faith, and you'll discover that the most important place of all is the 

place where you are, right now. 

 

Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 

 

Capital Campaign Report 
With joy and gratitude, we celebrate the completion of our new entrance and bathrooms—made 

possible by your faithful generosity. What a gift it is to see these improvements already serving 

our community!   

Yet our work of caring for God’s house is not finished. Three pressing needs lie ahead: a 

$125,000 replacement of the Parish Hall heating and cooling system, repairs to the Parish Hall 

window wells, and fixing a boiler leak in the Education Building. Through your continued 

giving, we can preserve this sacred space as a place of safety, welcome, and comfort for all who 

come through our doors. Together, we are ensuring that our church remains a living witness to 

God’s grace for generations to come. 
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone 

APP  
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on 

your smart phone and download the “My 

Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by 

typing STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

 

Community Social Media Pages 
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 

 

Facebook 

“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 

 

 

Cathedral Concert Series 
Sunday, October 26, 2025, 4 pm 

 

Baldwin Wallace Men’s Chorus 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Lynn Williamson 

 

Preaching     Kathryn Myers 

 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake   

 

Lector     The Myers family 

 

Greeter     Russ & Mary Ann Poling 

 

Communion Assistants   Barb Palmer and Dennis Morgan 

       

Sacristan     Mary Ann Poling 

 

Ushers     Shane Jackson, John Liebermann 

      Jack & Marsha Fortune 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 

 

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  Let Justice Roll Like Streams  ELW 717 

"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    What a Friend We Have in Jesus  ELW 742 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 

Communion:    Jesus Still Lead On    ELW 624 
Public Domain 
 

SENDING  HYMN     Lift Every Voice and Sing   ELW 841 
Public Domain 
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