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WELCOME

To our Church Family
We e Glad You e Here!



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
W We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As
our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a

water bottle and information about our church. You may also want to download our new St.
Paul’s App and visit our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag.

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service.
These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward.

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored
glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and would like
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.

Altar Flowers

The Altar flowers were given today by Amy & Dave Burkett in memory of Betty McGraw and
her 97% birthday.

The Throne Flowers were given by Kathryn Myers in memory of her parents, Mervin & Lois
Lutz.

Introduction

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all
that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself
human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have
nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.

Readings and Psalm

Amos 8:4-7

Warnings to those who trample on the needy and poor.

Psalm 113

The LORD lifts up the poor from the ashes. (Ps. 113:7)

1 Timothy 2:1-7

One God, one mediator—Christ Jesus—who gave himself for all people.
Luke 16:1-13

A shrewd manager: faithful in little, faithful in much, serving God/wealth.




The Westminster Strike
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude: Festive Prelude on FOREST GREEN Daniel Carter (b. 1955)

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the =+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN As Saints of Old ELW 695

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the
grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7

4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
> saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,
%buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

"The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm: Psalm 113

N u 8
g .- , —~—] =
(¢ Ea— | P <o =
J - ' '
The LorDp  lifts up the poor from the ash - es.

' Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD;

praise the name ! of the LORD.

2 Let the name of the | LORD be blessed,
from this time forth for- | evermore.

3 From the rising of the sun to its | going down
let the name of the | LORD be praised.

*The LORD is high a- | bove all nations;
God’s glory a- ! bove the heavens. R

>Who is like the | LORD our God,
who sits en- | throned on high,

but stoops ! to behold
the heavens | and the earth?

"The LORD takes up the weak out ! of the dust
and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,

8 enthroning them | with the rulers,
with the rulers | of the people.

 The LORD makes the woman of a ! childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah! R

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions,
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is
right and acceptable before God our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of the truth. > For
there 1s one God;
there 1s also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
¢ who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.” For this I was appointed a herald and an
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apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and
truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 15™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any

longer.” 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed
to beg. “1 have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people
may welcome me into their homes.” °> So, summoning his master’s debtors one by
one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ® He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and
make it fifty.” 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied,
‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it
eighty.” 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. ® And I tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome




you into the eternal homes.

10¢«Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. ''If, then, you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 2 And if
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is
your own? '3 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and
love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Mark Kreemer
HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending ELW 678
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

After each petition the following response is given:
God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer
and friend.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERTORY: God Is Here Today Tom Trenney (b. 1977)

God is here today, as certain as the air I breathe, as certain as the morning sun that rises, as
certain when I sing, you'll hear my song. God is love, and when we love each other, God lives
in us, abides with us, when we love our neighbor.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us Pray

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn
us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides
for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.

Come to this meal of mercy

COMMUNION SONG
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Communion: Take My Life, That [ May Be ELW 685
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God ELW 669
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BLESSING

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, = bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Toccata in C Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

In our prayers today we will remember

Tom Fry, Carol Sargent, Julia Engelhart, Kenneth & Jean Dexter, Anna Langenfeld, Matthew
Cottle, Arthur Barrett, Olivia Harrington, Darlene Lewis, Cindy Nash, Michael Jordan, Paul
Daily, Rick Theiss, Richard Green.

Adult Sunday School

Beginning September 21
Who is God the Holy Spirit?
“The Spirit will guide you into all truth.” (John 16:13a)

The Holy Spirit may be the most neglected and misunderstood person of the Holy Trinity. God
the Father and God the Son seem more relatable and easier to embrace. The lessons for
September and October will focus on the person and work of the Holy Spirit and the privilege
we have as believers to access this “power from on high.” Please join us following the Sunday
worship service in the Parish Hall, top floor, as we begin this interesting series of lessons. We
typically start at 11:30 and conclude shortly past noon. An elevator is available for easy access.
Hope to see you there!
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Thursday Morning Bible Study

Beginning September 11" 10:00 am
Everywhere Is Jerusalem: Experiencing the Holy Then and Now
By James Howell

In Everywhere Is Jerusalem, James Howell takes you on a spiritual pilgrimage to significant
places in the ongoing story of the Christian faith. You'll go from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, from
the Jordan River to Assisi, and from the Sea of Galilee to Montgomery, Alabama. Along the
way, you'll discover the profound connections between biblical stories and the places they
happened.

Part travelogue, part Bible study, this book will take you on a spiritual journey to the places that
are most important in our faith, and you'll discover that the most important place of all is the
place where you are, right now.

Music Notes
Chancel Choir

Choir rehearsals have resumed on Wednesdays at 7 pm! All are welcome!

Handbell Choir

Save the dates! Rehearsals are October 1, 8, & 15 in preparation to play in
worship on October 19 and November 12, 19, & December 3 in preparation to
play in worship on December 7 AND participate in the Candlelight Walk
(December 7, 5-7 PM). Please let Abby know if you plan to ring so that she can
have music ready for you!

Cathedral Concert Series
Chorus for a Cause
Today at 4:00 pm

Music has the power to transport us to another time and place. A Chorus for a Cause loves to
harness that power with a broad audience of fellow music lovers and passionate musicians
alike. Ever since their first concert in 2009, A Chorus for a Cause has found great joy and
satisfaction in making music and sharing it with fans and people all over a multi county area of
Ohio. Today’s concert will feature Broadway songs, such as “Singing in the Rain,” “Sunrise,
Sunset,” and “Memory.” Our cause for this concert is Beech Creak Botanical Garden and
Nature Preserve.
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone
APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on
your smart phone and download the “My
Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download.

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by
typing STPLC APP.
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.

Community Social Media Pages
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches”

Facebook
“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon”
or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s”

Assisted Hearing Devices Available

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the
sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need
assistance with these devices.

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your
app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the
sanctuary Wi-Fi: Network: sound media Password: Sound127

Capital Campaign Report
Construction is well underway on our new entrance and restrooms, and we are deeply grateful
for the generosity of our members that has made this possible—the project is fully funded!

However, this is not the end of our building and maintenance needs. Two important projects
still lie ahead: addressing the window wells around the base of the Parish Hall and upgrading
the heating and cooling system in that same space. While we do not yet have formal estimates
for these projects, we know they will come at a significant cost.

That’s why we are asking everyone to continue supporting the Capital Campaign. Your
continued giving will ensure that we can maintain a safe, welcoming, and comfortable
environment for all who come through our doors. We hope to have estimates for the next phase
of work by the end of the summer and will keep you informed as those plans develop. In the
meantime, thank you for your ongoing faithfulness and generosity.
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Thank you to those serving today:

Presiding Minister Rev. Mark Kreemer
Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake
Assisting Minister Veronica Kreemer
Lector Heidi Hall

Greeter Craig Maurer
Communion Assistants Brady Rupp & Sue Reid
Sacristan Sandi Bennett

Ushers Dave Dourm, Phil Halco

Russ Poling, & Tracie Schmolt
Soundboard Jim Johnson

Video/Live-Stream John Stanko

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING HYMN As Saints Of Old ELW 695
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending ELW 678
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

Communion: Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685

Public Domain

SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God ELW 669
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved
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As Saints of Old
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1 Assaints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
3 In grat - i-tude and hum-ble trust we bringour best to - day
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to serve your cause and  share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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The church of Christ is call - ing us to make the dream come ftrue:
O  God, who gave your -self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.

Music: FOREST GREEN. English folk tune

shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
Christ-like love; all life in  Christ made new.
life’s work 1is  done.
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God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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1 God,whose giv-ing knows no end-ing, from your rich and end - less store:
2 Skills and time are ours for press-ing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:

3 Trea-sure, too, you have en-trust-ed, gain through pow’rs your grace con-ferred;
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Now di - rect our dai-ly la-bor lest we strive for self a - lone;
O - pen wide our handsin shar-ing, as we heed Christ’sage-less call,
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thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er, gra-cious do - nor of our days.
born with tal - ents, make us  ser-vants fit to an-swer at your throne.
heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing  all.

Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006
Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Take My Life, That I May Be
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1 Take my life, that [ may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on -1ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.

take my in - tel - lect, and use

5 Take my will and

make it thine;

it shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart, it

1s thine own;

it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.

Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

ev - 'ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.
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Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




