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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
August 3rd, 2025 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 
 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

water bottle and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 

Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both are in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 

These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 

glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 

to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by John Tasseff in memory of his 67th anniversary. 

The Throne flowers were given by Karen & Paul Daily in honor of their 65th anniversary. 

 

Introduction 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by 

the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of 

greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are 

encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the 

sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 

Readings and Psalm 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

Search out wisdom, for all is vanity. 

Psalm 49:1-12 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom. (Ps. 49:3) 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Clothed in Christ, your life is hidden with him in God. 

Luke 12:13-21 

Jesus says: Be on guard against greed; be rich toward God, your treasure. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-8-3/2630
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-8-3/2630
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-8-3/2630
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-8-3/2630
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The Westminster Strike 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude Sonata 1: I. Largo & II. Allegro       Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739) 

                    Dr. Christopher Blaha, tuba 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 

abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 

generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive 

us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 

life. Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 

of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN  Build a Longer Table   insert 
 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us 

to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what 

is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

 

 2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
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  12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to seek 

and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business 

that God has given to humans to be busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that are done 

under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 

 

 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave 

it to my successor, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he 

will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also 

is vanity. 20 So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of 

my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and 

knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. 

This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and 

strain with which they toil under the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and 

their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 49:1-12 

 
 1 Hear this, | all you peoples; 

  give ear, all you who dwell | in the world, 

 2 you of high de- | gree and low, 

  rich and | poor together. 

 3 My mouth shall | speak of wisdom, 

  and my heart shall meditate on | understanding. 

 4 I will incline my ear | to a proverb 

  and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp. R 

 5 Why should I be afraid in | evil days, 

  when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me, 

 6 the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess, 

  and boast of | their great riches? 

 7 One can never re- | deem another, 

  or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life; 
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 8 for the ransom of a life | is so great 

  that there would never be e- | nough to pay it, 

 9 in order to live forev- | er and ever 

  and never | see the grave. 

 10 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish 

  and leave their wealth to those who come | after them. 

 11 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from 

generation to | generation, 

  though they had named lands af- | ter themselves. 

 12 Even though honored, they cannot | live forever; 

  they are like the | beasts that perish. R 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11 

 
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not 

on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with him in glory. 

  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of 

God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once 

followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such 

things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do 

not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 

practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed 

in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal there is no 

longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 

enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all! 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
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GOSPEL:  Luke 12:13-21 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke the 12th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a 

judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard 

against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 

possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to 

store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my 

soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being 

demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is 

with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON         Rev. Mark Kreemer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Faith Begins by Letting Go   insert 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church 

and pray for the needs of the world. 

 

After each petition the following response is given: 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

ANTHEM   Ave Maria   Astor Piazzolla (1921-1992) 

      Dr. Blaha, tuba 
 

OFFERTORY  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 

plentiful.  Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, …..And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The kingdom of God is set before you. 

Eat and rejoice. 

 

COMMUNION SONG   

 

 
 

COMMUNION        This Is My Father’s World.   ELW 824 
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TABLE BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your 

love in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    In Christ There Is No East or West ELW 650 

BLESSING 

 

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude        Sonata 1: III. Largo & IV. Allegro   Marcello  

    Dr. Blaha, tuba  

 
 

In our prayers today we will remember 

Kelly Wright, Olivia Harrington, Darlene Lewis, Cindy Nash, Michael Jordan, Paul Daily, Rick 

Thesis, Stephanie Brooks, Jerry Sturtz, Judy Hall, Richard Green, and Randy Balder. 
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Music Notes: 
Dr. Christopher Blaha is Professor of Tuba and Euphonium at The University of Akron. He 

holds his Doctor of Musical Arts and Master of Music degrees in tuba performance from the 

University of Michigan, where he studied with Fritz Kaenzig, and his Bachelor of Music in tuba 

performance from The Ohio State University, where he studied with James Akins. His 

additional teachers include Wes Jacobs, Marianne Ploger, Ron Bishop and Gary Tirey. 

 

Prior to joining the faculty at The University of Akron, Dr. Blaha was Assistant Professor of 

Tuba/Euphonium at Appalachian State University in Boone, NC, from 2009-2014. Many of his 

former students are performing with United States military bands, teaching in the public schools 

or pursuing their graduate studies. Dr. Blaha was Principal Tuba of the Charleston (SC) 

Symphony Orchestra from 2004-2008 and has performed with the Pittsburgh Symphony, 

Buffalo Philharmonic, Grant Park Music Festival, Toledo Symphony, Charlotte Symphony, 

Detroit Symphony, Rochester Philharmonic, Cincinnati Symphony, Ann Arbor Symphony, and 

Columbus Symphony orchestras. During his tenure in Charleston, Blaha held instructional 

positions at Charleston Southern University and Armstrong Atlantic State University, in 

addition to his activities as a guest artist and clinician. 

 

Upcoming Special Music:  

August 10: Ariel Karas, violin  

August 17: Camarata Brass Quintet  

August 24: St. Paul’s Chancel Choir  

August 31: Loren Veigel 

September 7: Carol Butler, Richard Evert, Heidi Hall 

 

Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, September 10!  All are welcome! 

 

Assisted Hearing Devices Available 

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need 

assistance with these devices. 

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your 

app store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the 

sanctuary Wi-Fi:  Network: sound media  Password: Sound127 
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Capital Campaign Report 

Construction is well underway on our new entrance and restrooms, and we are 

deeply grateful for the generosity of our members that has made this possible—the 

project is fully funded! 

However, this is not the end of our building and maintenance needs. Two important 

projects still lie ahead: addressing the window wells around the base of the Parish 

Hall and upgrading the heating and cooling system in that same space. While we do 

not yet have formal estimates for these projects, we know they will come at a 

significant cost. 

That’s why we are asking everyone to continue supporting the Capital 

Campaign. Your continued giving will ensure that we can maintain a safe, 

welcoming, and comfortable environment for all who come through our doors. 

We hope to have estimates for the next phase of work by the end of the summer and 

will keep you informed as those plans develop. In the meantime, thank you for your 

ongoing faithfulness and generosity. 

 
 

Download the St. Paul’s Phone 

APP  
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on 

your smart phone and download the “My 

Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by 

typing STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

 

Community Social Media Pages 
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 

 

Facebook 

“St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 

 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake   

 

Assisting Minister    Sue Reid 

 

Lector     Larry & Kim Oberlin 

 

Greeter     Pastor Lynn & Lashelle Wiliamson 

 

Communion Assistants   Dennis Morgan & Kathryn Myers 

       

Sacristan     Lynda Klein 

 

Ushers     Sue Ambrosic, Becky Johnson, 

      Patty Long, & Sue Reid 

 

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 

 

 

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  Build a Longer Table   insert 

 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Faith Begins By Letting Go   insert 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

COMMUNION        This Is My Father’s World.   ELW 824 

Public Domain 
 

SENDING HYMN    In Christ There Is No East or West ELW 650 

Public Domain 



 

16 

 
 



 

17 

 
 



 

18 

 
 



 

19 

 


	WELCOME
	Readings and Psalm
	First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
	Psalm: Psalm 49:1-12
	Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11
	Gospel:  Luke 12:13-21
	Prayers of Intercession
	Offering Prayer
	Prayer after Communion
	Blessing

