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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
W We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As
our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a
coffee cup and information about our church. You may also want to download our new St.
Paul’s App and visit our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. For our young

worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. These are on
the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward.

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored
glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and would like
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.

Altar Flowers
The Altar flowers were given today by Judy & Chris Hall in honor of their 54" wedding
anniversary.

Introduction

Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the journey marked
by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him. Though
persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for
those who put him to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us
invited through baptism to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this
holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts,
trusting in God’s redeeming love.

Readings and Psalm

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The servant of the LoRD submits to suffering

Psalm 31:9-16

Into your hands, O LoRrD, | commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
Philippians 2:5-11

Humbled to the point of death on a cross



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-4-13/2604
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-4-13/2604
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-4-13/2604

Today's Hymns from the Tower Church Carillon
The Westminster Strike
Announcements

Prelude: All Glory, Laud, and Honor Robin Dinda (b. 1959)
ACCLAMATION

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Luke 19:28-40

The holy gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

28 After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

2 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives,
he sent two of the disciples, *° saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you
will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. ** If anyone asks
you, ‘Why are you untying it? just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.” > *> So those who were sent
departed and found it as he had told them. ** As they were untying the colt, its owners asked
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” ** They said, “The Lord needs it.” ** Then they brought it
to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. *® As he rode along,
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. *’ As he was now approaching the path down
from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully
with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, *® saying,

“Blessed is the king

who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”
%9 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” “° He
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he
entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread
garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant
us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.
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Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 18181866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635



PRAYER OF THE DAY

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on
the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.
Silence is kept. Then the presiding minister prays the prayer of the day.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race, you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience
to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a

“The Lord Gob has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
°The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
°l gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard,
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
"The Lord Gobp helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced,;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that I shall not be put to shame;
®he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%It is the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

°Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"put emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
®he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
*Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
Ys0 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
1and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Seven Last Words of Christ—Jane Hawes
Expressed in Music of the Sacred Harp

Isaiah 53:2-5; John 15:12-13
Prologue: Wondrous Love
Psalm 19:12-13; Luke 23:32-38
The First Word: Windham/Kedron
Psalm 22:1-8; Matthew 27:45-49
The Second Word: Bethel

Psalm 22:16-18; John 19:23-27



The Third Word: Home
Psalm 22:11-15; John 19:28-29
The Fourth Word: The Cross of Christ
Isaiah 55:6-7; Luke 23:39-43
The Fifth Word: North Port
Mark 15: 37-39; John 19: 29-30
The Sixth Word: Wondrous Cross
Psalm 31: 1-5; Luke 23: 44-48
The Seventh Word: Detroit
Isaiah 53:6-9; John 14:1-3

Epilogue: Wondrous Love

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY Wondrous Love: Variation 2 “to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM”
Robert Lau (b. 1943)
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us Pray,

Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.
After each petition the following response is given

God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

In our prayers today we will remember

Tina Cotopolis, Izabella Edwards, Randy Balder, Jessica Cascera, Chad Beyington, Doris
Diotale, Jason Loveday, Darlene Lewis, Betty Scot, Anna Lagenfeld, Jay Danielson, Chrissy
Sturtz, Matt Moore, Amy Williams, Phyllis Wilson, Jackie Whitman, Jessie Shaffer.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places.... And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.
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COMMUNION HYMN For the Bread Which You Have Broken ELW 494

TABLE BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us Pray

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set tables
of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into
freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Christ, the Life of All the Living ELW 339

BLESSING

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit,
+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude: Wondrous Love: Variation 4 “And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on..... -Lau

New Assisted Hearing Devices Available

Four assisted listening devices are available at the sound system table in the back of the
sanctuary at the beginning of worship. Please see Jim Johnson or John Stanko if you need
assistance with these devices.

You can also use your smartphone to access the system. Go to your app
‘W store and download the WaveCAST app. Then connect to the sanctuary
Wi-Fi:

Network: sound media
Password: Sound@127

Once connected to the Wi-Fi, open the WaveCAST app and tap on St. Paul’s to access the
worship service. If you need help, please see Jim or John.
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Holy Week

Palm Sunday April 13" 10:00 am

The Blessing of the Palms and Easter Cantata “The Last Words of Christ”

We follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the journey marked by
Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him. Though
persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for
those who put him to death.

Maundy Thursday April 17" 7:00 pm

Holy Communion & the stripping of the Altar

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the
world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight, we remember
Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out
the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give
and receive love in humble service to one another.

Good Friday April 18" 12:00 noon
The Stations of the Cross at St Mary’s Catholic Church
Good Friday 7:00 pm

The Veneration of the Cross at St Paul’s

Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account,
Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death.
Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the ancient
bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all.

Easter Sunrise April 20t 7:30 am
The tomb is empty “He is Risen”

Easter Traditional Service April 20t 10:00 am

Special Music with the Camarada Brass

Today Christ is risen, and we gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we
have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen,
and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen
indeed! Alleluia!
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Capital Campaign Report

Remaining Phase One Projects $396,278
Funds raised $382,538
Remaining funds $ 13,740
to be raised

Adult Sunday School Class

God’s Redemptive Grace in Jesus
Jacob’s well was there and Jesus, tired out from his journey,
was sitting by the well. (John 4:6)

Did you know that Shechem of the Old Testament is Sychar in the New Testament?
The lessons to come will focus on the tragic story of Dinah at Shechem told in
Genesis 34 and then the story of the woman in Sychar at Jacob’s well in John 4.
God’s grace abounds! Please join us on Sunday for this fascinating study at 11:30,
third floor, Parish Hall. An elevator is available for your convenience.

Please note. No class on Palm Sunday (April 13) or Easter (April 20).

Thursday Morning Bible Study
John: The Gospel of Light and Life

By: Adam Hamilton

ADAM HAMILTON

The Gospel of John is the most deeply spiritual of the four
‘ -5 gospels. This writing is filled with rich images and profound

- SRR truths, but John notes that his aim in writing the gospel is that
readers will not only believe in Jesus Christ, but that they
“may have life in his name.”

Adults, youth, and children alike can experience a season of
~ spiritual growth and life-changing renewal in Adam
Hamilton’s six-week, DV D-series, John: The Gospel of Light and Life. You’ll
follow the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus through the Gospel of John
and understand the context of some of the best-known verses in the New Testament.
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https://www.christianbook.com/apps/easyfind?Ntk=author&Ntt=Adam%20Hamilton

Final Cathedral Concert for °24-25

The Canton Symphony Orchestra Chorus
Sunday, May 17, 2025, 2:00 pm
“Come to the Water”

Forty Days of Giving
We have bottled water, personal water bottles, cold water on our refrigerator doors,
rainforest showerheads. Our daily water supply is simply not a matter that we think
about often. But in many countries, obtaining daily water is sometimes impossible
or may involve walking many miles to the nearest well which may or may not
provide safe water on any given day.

This Lenten season we will be joining in the ELCA Safe Water Access project to
provide a well in a needy community. Please consider picking up a Lenten folder
and donating one dollar a day during Lent. If we can collect just 62 folders, we can
provide an entire well!!! You can fold a bill into the slots, merely put the bills
inside the folder, or enclose a check written to St. Paul.

Please turn in all contributions by Easter Sunday. Thank you so much for your

generosity during the 40 days of Lent.
--Welfare and Social Action Committee and Evangelism Committee

Download the St. Paul’s Phone
APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on
your smart phone and download the “My
Church” by Pushpay. It is a free download.

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by
typing STPLC APP.

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.

To take advantage of all the app’s features you must create an account. Get
notifications and reminders of upcoming events, access our live stream worship
and worship bulletins, send prayer requests, and see the church calendar. You
can even give electronically.

14



Thank you to those serving today:

Presiding Minister Rev. Mark Kreemer
Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake
Assisting Minister Scott Larson
Lector Rev. Lynn Williamson
Greeter Dick & Robin Cordes
Communion Assistants Dennis Morgan & Kathryn Myers
Sacristan Sandi Bennett
Ushers Greg & Lynda Klein,
Henry & Thomas Haake
Soundboard Jim Johnson
Video/Live-Stream John Stanko

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING SONG All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW 344
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

COMMUNION HYMN For the Bread Which You Have Broken ELW 494
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

SENDING HYMN Christ, the Life of All the Living ELW 339
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved



A Place with Jesus

The movement of this day—from shouts of praise to words of denial and
cries for crucifixion—mirrors the path of discipleship. The lives of Jesus’
followers hang in the balance between faithfulness and betrayal. For Peter,
the act of denial is subtle and insidious. He claims not to know Jesus; he
claims to have no place as his disciple. On the surface it is seemingly
harmless. It happens, and then is over in a moment. In reality, the harm is
deep and lasting. Subtle but harmful denial happens in a split second as
disciples compromise faith for the sake of self-protection—as they’re too
embarrassed to give thanks; as someone knows how to help but fails to do
so because it's inconvenient; as resources are hoarded. While Peter
withholds everything for his own sake, Jesus, for the sake of others,
withholds nothing. As disciples fail to claim their place with Jesus, Jesus’
embrace claims them. From the cross, Jesus offers mercy wide enough to
claim even those who do not know what they do.

Community Social Media Pages
Facebook & Instagram, Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches”

Facebook: “St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” or “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s”
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For the Bread Which You Have Broken
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1 For the bread which you have bro - ken, for the winewhich you have poured,
2 By this prom -ise that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
3 Withthe saints who now a - dore you, seat-ed at the heav’n-ly board,
4 In your ser - vice, Lord, de - fend us; in our hearts keep watch and ward;
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for the words which you have spo - ken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav’n a-bove us, hal-low all our lives, O Lord.
may the church still wait - ing for you keep love’s tie  un - bro - ken, Lord.
in the world to which you send us let your king-dom come, O Lord.

Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855-1930, alt.
Music: OMNI DIE, Gross Catolisch Gesangbitch, Niirnberg, 1631
Text © Robert F. Jefferys Jr.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Christ, the Life of All the Living
04
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1 Chnst, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,

2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,
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for the an- guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er- more;
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through your suf-f'ring,death,and mer-it life e-ter - nal 1 in-her - it

for you chose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear-est Je - sus, wun-to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last ftri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687
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