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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
January 26th, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 
	

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 
coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 
Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 
These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 
return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 
forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 
glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Jenifer & Craig Maurer in memory of Ruth & Eric 
Nelson. 
 
Introduction 
God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. 
People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s 
glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather 
round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 

Readings and Psalm 

 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Ezra reads the law of Moses before the people 
Psalm 19 
The teaching of the LORD revives the soul. (Ps. 19:7) 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
You are the body of Christ 
Luke 4:14-21 
Jesus reads from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-1-26/2592
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-1-26/2592
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-1-26/2592
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-1-26/2592
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The Westminster Strike 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude    How Great Thou Art  Dan Miller (b. 1954) 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, 
our wellspring of life. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act with 
judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your 
call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one 
another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your 
lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s 
ways. 
Amen. 
 
God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called 
you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN      Arise, Your Light Has Come!   ELW 314 
 
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of 
your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, 
comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
1 All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told 
the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to 
Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women 
and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He 
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the 
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people were attentive to the book of the law. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood 
up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 
the ground. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave 
the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
  9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn 
or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to 
them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for 
whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the LORD is your strength.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 19 

 
 1 The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 
 2 One day tells its tale | to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
 3 Although they have no | words or language, 
  and their voices | are not heard, 
 4 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
 5 It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
 6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it 
again; 
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. R 
 7 The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 
 8 The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
 9 The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
 10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R 
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 11 By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
 12 Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
 13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
 14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your 
sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
  14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where 
would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell 
be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all 
were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one 
body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, 
“I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with 
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our 
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the 
greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be no dissension within the body, but the 
members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
  27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed 
in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of 
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? 
Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do 
all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31a But strive for the greater gifts. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
ALLELUIA VERSE 
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GOSPEL:  Luke 4:14-21 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke the 4th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was 
praised by everyone. 
 
  16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON         Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Let Streams of Living Justice   ELW 710 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
 
After each petition the following response is given: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed 
among the people. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANTHEM    Day By Day    Robert Leaf (1936-2005) 
             Chancel Choir 
 
OFFERTORY  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with 
gratitude and generosity, now and always. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, …..And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 
COMMUNION SONG   

 

 
 
COMMUNION        Christ, Be Our Light   ELW 715 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing 
for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN     The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  ELW 551 

BLESSING 
 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, 
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                Trumpet Tune in B-flat Major   Roy Brunner (1945-2024) 
 

___________________ 
 
 
In our prayers today we will remember 
Chrissy Sturtz, Shirley Douglas, Matt Moore, Amy Williams, Phyllis Wilson, Jackie Whitman, 
Jessie Shaffer, Mark King, Rick Theiss, Ariane Roberts. 
 
Music Notes 
Save the dates for spring handbell ringing!  The bells will rehearse March 12, 19, & 26 in 
preparation to play March 30 AND April 30, May 7, & May 14 in preparation to play on May 
18!  Please let Abby know if you plan to ring so that she can have music prepared for you! 
 
Cathedral Concert in February 
Join us for our next concert on Sunday, February 23, at 4:00 pm. Soprano Minnita Daniel-Cox 
will be our guest artist. 
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Adult Sunday School Class 
God is Faithful - Always! 
 
Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God… (Deut. 7:9a) 
 
As we begin a new year, we continue our study in Genesis and see the faithfulness of God as he 
keeps his promises to Abraham and Isaac, often in astounding ways. Yes, grace upon grace! 
The class meets each Sunday at 11:30, top floor of Parish Hall. An elevator is available for your 
convenience. 
 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
 

Jesus was fond of asking questions, many of which cut right to the heart 
of what it means to be human. Why are you terrified? What do you live 
for? Who do you say that I am? 

Magrey deVega explores six of the most provocative questions Jesus 
posed to others and guides us in answering them for ourselves. Asking 
these questions takes courage. Not only do they reveal what Jesus really 
cares about, they open a window into our hearts. When we dare to raise 
them, these questions bring us a fuller appreciation for the wisdom, 
power, and presence of God in our lives. 

Are you ready to answer the Questions Jesus Asked?  

 
Women’s Lenten Retreat 

Prayer: Let’s Talk to God 
March 1, 9 am to 3 pm 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 
You are invited to attend a Women’s Lenten Retreat on Saturday, March 1 from 9 am until 3 
pm at the church. The theme of the retreat is prayer. Bible study, practical strategies to improve 
a life of prayer, and worship will be included. The retreat is being led by LaShell Williamson 
and Patty Long. So that all women might enjoy the full day, you are asked to bring your own 
light lunch. Beverages will be provided. 
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Capital Campaign Report 

 
 

Remaining Phase One Projects   $377,000 
Funds raised      $339,270 
Remaining funds      $  37,730 
to be raised 
 

 
Monday Evening Bible Study 
Exploring God's Promises: A Bible Study on Biblical Covenants 
Beginning January 13th 6:00 pm 
Join us for an inspiring Bible study series as we dive into the Biblical covenants that shape the 
story of God's relationship with humanity. Each week, we'll explore a different covenant found 
throughout Scripture and reflect on how these promises reveal God's love and faithfulness. 
 
This study is co-led by Pastor Tina Crog of St. Jacob Lutheran Church and Pastor Ash Welch of 
Christ Lutheran Church. We will gather in the welcoming atmosphere of Tremont Coffee shop 
in downtown Massillon (215 Erie St N, Massillon, OH). Whether you're new to Bible study or 
have been studying Scripture for years, all are welcome to come, learn, and grow together in 
faith. Bring your Bible and a friend! 

 
 

Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP  
 
Go to your Google or Apple app store on your 
smart phone and download the “My Church” by 
Pushpay. It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing 
STPLC  APP.   
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

To take advantage of all the app’s features you 
must create an account.  Get notifications and reminders of upcoming events, access our 
live stream worship and worship bulletins, send prayer requests, and see the church 
calendar. You can even give electronically.   
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Community Social Media Pages 
Facebook & Instagram 

Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 
 

Facebook 
Search “St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

Search “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
 
 
 
 

___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
GATHERING HYMN      Arise, Your Light Has Come!   ELW 314 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Let Streams of Living Justice    ELW 710 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 
COMMUNION        Christ, Be Our Light    ELW 715 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 
SENDING HYMN     The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  ELW 551 
"Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 
Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 
Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake   
 
Assisting Minister    Patty Long 
 
Lector     Scott Larson 
 
Greeters     Pastor Lynn & Lashelle Williamson 
 
Communion Assistant   Kathryn Myers & Carol Stoner 
       
Sacristan     Mary Ann Poling 
 
Ushers     Chuck Gesen, Dick Longworth, 
      Chuck Richards & Mike Skelly 
 
Soundboard     Jim Johnson 
 
Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 
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