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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
January 19th, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 
	

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 
coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 
Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 
These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 
return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 
forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 
glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Barb Palmer & Liz Duplain in memory of Bonnie Haas. 
 
Introduction 
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was 
made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using 
wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as those being married rejoice over one 
another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best 
wine is saved for last. Taste and see. 
 

Readings and Psalm 
 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
As bridegroom and bride rejoice, so shall God rejoice over you 
Psalm 36:5-10 
We feast upon the abundance of your house, O LORD. (Ps. 36:8) 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
There are a variety of gifts but the same Spirit 
John 2:1-11 
The wedding at Cana 
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The Westminster Strike 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude  Sonata No. 8: II. “Pathétique"    Ludwig von Beethoven  1770-1827 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, 
our wellspring of life. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act with 
judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your 
call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one 
another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your 
lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s 
ways. 
Amen. 
 
God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called 
you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN      For the Beauty of the Earth   ELW 879 
 
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by the 
works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the 
Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 
 
 1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2 The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
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  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
  and your land Married; 
 for the LORD delights in you, 
  and your land shall be married. 
 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, 
  so shall your builder marry you, 
 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
  so shall your God rejoice over you. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 36:5-10 
 
 5 Your love, O LORD, reaches | to the heavens, 
  and your faithfulness | to the clouds. 
 6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like | the great deep; 
  you save humankind and ani- | mals, O LORD. R 
 7 How priceless is your | love, O God! 
  All people take refuge under the shadow | of your wings. 
 8 They feast upon the abundance | of your house; 
  you give them drink from the river of | your delights. 
 9 For with you is the | well of life, 
  and in your light | we see light. 
 10 Continue your lovingkindness to | those who know you, 
  and your favor to those who are | true of heart. R 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You 
know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not 
speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says 
“Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 
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the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 
individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
ALLELUIA VERSE 
 

 

GOSPEL:  John 2:1-11 
 
The holy gospel according to John, the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites 
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with 
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it 
to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine 
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first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON         Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Songs of Thankfulness and Praise  ELW 310 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
 
After each petition the following response is given: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed 
among the people. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
ANTHEM   Air from “The Water Music” - George Frederic Handel (1685-1759) 
 
OFFERTORY  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with 
gratitude and generosity, now and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, …..And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 



 
10 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG   

 

 
 
 
COMMUNION       Prelude In E Minor- Frederic Chopin (1810-1849) 

Prelude in B Minor- Chopin 
Prelude in D-flat Major- Chopin 
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TABLE BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing 
for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN     Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  ELW 553 

BLESSING 
 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, 
anoint you with compassion, and send you in love. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                Bist Du Bei Mir (If Thou Be Near)   J.S. Bach (1685-1750),  

arr. Bernard Fitzgerald 
Dwight Butler, trumpet 
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In our prayers today we will remember 
Chrissy Sturtz, Shirley Douglas, Matt Moore, Amy Williams, Phyllis Wilson, Jackie Whitman, 
Jessie Shaffer, Mark King, Rick Theiss, Ariane Roberts. 

 
Music Notes 
Many thanks to Carol and Dwight Butler for sharing their beautiful music with us today! 
 
Save the dates for spring handbell ringing!  The bells will rehearse March 12, 19, & 26 in 
preparation to play March 30 AND April 30, May 7, & May 14 in preparation to play on May 
18!  Please let Abby know if you plan to ring so that she can have music prepared for you! 
 
 

Adult Sunday School Class 
God is Faithful - Always! 
 
Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God… (Deut. 7:9a) 
 
As we begin a new year, we continue our study in Genesis and see the faithfulness of God as he 
keeps his promises to Abraham and Isaac, often in astounding ways. Yes, grace upon grace! 
The class meets each Sunday at 11:30, top floor of Parish Hall. An elevator is available for your 
convenience. 
 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Beginning January 9th, 2025 
 

Jesus was fond of asking questions, many of which cut right to the heart 
of what it means to be human. Why are you terrified? What do you live 
for? Who do you say that I am? 

Magrey deVega explores six of the most provocative questions Jesus 
posed to others and guides us in answering them for ourselves. Asking 
these questions takes courage. Not only do they reveal what Jesus really 
cares about, they open a window into our hearts. When we dare to raise 
them, these questions bring us a fuller appreciation for the wisdom, 

power, and presence of God in our lives. 

Are you ready to answer the Questions Jesus Asked?  
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Women’s Lenten Retreat 
Prayer: Let’s Talk to God 

March 1, 9 am to 3 pm 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

 
You are invited to attend a Women’s Lenten Retreat on Saturday, March 1 from 9 am until 3 
pm at the church. The theme of the retreat is prayer. Bible study, practical strategies to improve 
a life of prayer, and worship will be included. The retreat is being led by LaShell Williamson 
and Patty Long. So that all women might enjoy the full day, you are asked to bring your own 
light lunch. Beverages will be provided. 

 
 

Capital Campaign Report 
 

 

Remaining Phase One Projects   $377,000 
Funds raised      $339,270 
Remaining funds      $  37,730 
to be raised 
 

 
Monday Evening Bible Study 
Exploring God's Promises: A Bible Study on Biblical Covenants 
Beginning January 13th 6:00 pm 
Join us for an inspiring Bible study series as we dive into the Biblical covenants that shape the 
story of God's relationship with humanity. Each week, we'll explore a different covenant found 
throughout Scripture and reflect on how these promises reveal God's love and faithfulness. 
 
This study is co-led by Pastor Tina Crog of St. Jacob Lutheran Church and Pastor Ash Welch of 
Christ Lutheran Church. We will gather in the welcoming atmosphere of Tremont Coffee shop 
in downtown Massillon (215 Erie St N, Massillon, OH). Whether you're new to Bible study or 
have been studying Scripture for years, all are welcome to come, learn, and grow together in 
faith. Bring your Bible and a friend! 
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP  
 
Go to your Google or Apple app store on your 
smart phone and download the “My Church” by 
Pushpay. It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing 
STPLC  APP.   
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

To take advantage of all the app’s features you 
must create an account.  Get notifications and reminders of upcoming events, access our 
live stream worship and worship bulletins, send prayer requests, and see the church 
calendar. You can even give electronically.   
 

 
Community Social Media Pages 

Facebook & Instagram 
Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 

 

Facebook 
Search “St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

Search “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
 
 
Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
GATHERING HYMN      For the Beauty of the Earth   ELW 879 
Public Domain 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Songs of Thankfulness and Praise  ELW 310 
Public Domain 
 
SENDING HYMN     Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  ELW 553 
Public Domain 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 
Presiding Minister   Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 
Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake   
 
Assisting Minister    Kathryn Myers 
 
Lector     Scott Larson 
 
Greeters     Rob Pritchett 
 
Communion Assistant   Dennis Morgan & Tracie Schmolt 
       
Sacristan     Mary Ann Poling 
 
Ushers     Chuck Gesen, Dick Longworth, 
      Chuck Richards & Mike Skelly 
 
Soundboard     Jim Johnson 
 
Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 
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