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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

SUNDAY October 6th, 2024 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here. 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 

us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 

coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St 

Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 

These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  

 

You are Welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 

you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 

return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 

would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 

forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 

glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 

to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
The altar flowers were given today by Sue & Harry Morgan in memory of Denise Reed & 

Nellie Kranshan.  

 

Today’s Worship Theme 

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find 

comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of 

the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children 

should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 

 

Readings and Psalm 

 

Genesis 2:18-24 

Created for relationship 

Psalm 8 

You crown us with glory and honor. (Ps. 8:5) 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

God has spoken by a Son 

Mark 10:2-16 

Teaching on marriage 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
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Today’s Hymns from The Tower     Church Carillon 

The Westminster Strike 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

PRELUDE     Though I May Speak    Emma Lou Diemer 

 (1927-2024) 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but have harmed 

our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and 

disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. We place the 

needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw 

near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN God When Human Bonds Are Broken  ELW 603 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
Let us pray.  

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for 

life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the 

image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 2:18-24 

 
18The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as 

his partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every 

bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 

man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to 

the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a 

helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 

then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the LORD God 

had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man 

said, 

 “This at last is bone of my bones 

  and flesh of my flesh; 

 this one shall be called Woman, 

  for out of Man this one was taken.” 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one 

flesh. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 8 

 
 1O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and 

children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 

 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them? R 

 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 

 7all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 

 9O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these 

last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 

also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 

being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to 

angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But 

someone has testified somewhere, 

 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

  or mortals, that you care for them? 

 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

  8subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not 

yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made 

lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so 
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that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For 

the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is 

not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, 

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 

  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL:  Mark 10:2-16 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 10th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a 

man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of 

your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of 

creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and 

mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 

two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
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 13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 

disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom 

of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child 

will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed 

them. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON         Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            If You But Trust in God to Guide You  ELW 769 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole 

creation. 
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After each petition the following response is given: 

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace you 

freely give, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Anthem:              Loving Shepherd of Thy Sheep  Philip Ledger  

              Chancel Choir   (1937-2012) 

OFFERING 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives, 

help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

 

PREFACE 
 

It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you, 

O God, through Jesus Christ, …. and so with the church on earth, all creation and the host of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

You are indeed holy… we pray for His coming again even as we cry… 

 

 
Send now, we pray… And your whole creation… 
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This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Jesus welcomes you to this table. 

Come, here is your God. 

 

COMMUNION SONG

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue ELW 644 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us 

now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING  HYMN         Our Father, By Whose Name      ELW 640 

 

BLESSING 
 

God all mighty, God most merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, 

and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude:       Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten, BWV 642  Johann Sebastian Bach  

(1685-1750) 
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In our prayers today we will remember 
Becky Myers, Jeanne Tidwell, Jim Loveday, Rosemary Stephen, Ariane Roberts, Shane Reed, 

Chrissy Sturtz, Donnie Whitman, Risa Blyer, Michael Jordan, Mary Ann Hinton, Mary Martin. 

 


 

Save the Dates for Bell Choir 
Bell choir rehearsals have resumed in preparation to ring October 13 

Consider joining for rehearsals on November 20, December 4, and December 11  

in preparation to ring December 15! 





 

Adult Sunday School 
Let’s Start at the Beginning! 

God saw everything that he made, and indeed, it was very good. (Genesis 1:31) 

 

We will begin our new series this fall with a study of key stories from the book of Genesis. 

Some of these stories will be more familiar than others, but all will clearly show that God 

makes and keeps promises that reflect God’s abundant love and grace for all creation.  

The class meets on Sundays at 11:30, beginning September 8th, upper level of Parish Hall. An 

elevator is available for easy access. Please consider joining us! 

 


 

Community Pet Blessing: Sunday, October 6 at 3pm 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

 
Bring your vaccinated critter and a lawn chair.  Holy Trinity is located at Holy Trinity (275 

Lincoln Way W, Massillon, OH). 

 


 

Capital Campaign Report 
 

 

Remaining Phase One Projects   $377,000 

Funds raised      $302,159 

Remaining funds      $  74,841 

to be raised 
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Thursday Bible Study 
The Grace of Les Misérables 

Starting October 3rd, we will begin a new study titled The Grace of Les Misérables. Victor 

Hugo’s Les Misérables is a truly epic story. Whether you’ve tackled the 1,400-page 19th century 

novel, witnessed the Broadway musical (and memorized its soundtrack), or seen the several 

screen adaptations of it, you already know the power of its story. 

 

In the six-week study The Grace of Les Misérables, author and pastor Matt Rawle dives into six 

ideals found in the story—grace, justice, poverty, revolution, love, and hope—each represented 

by a character in Hugo’s story. As these imperfect and relatable characters interact, we can see 

how these ideals work together (perhaps even in spite of each other) out in the world. 

 



 

The 2024-2025 Concert Series 
Dr. Abigail Haake, our Director of Music, is pleased to present this season's artists. 

Please consider becoming a patron for this upcoming year.  
 

I WOULD LIKE TO BE A PATRON OF THE 

2024-2025 CATHEDRAL CONCERT SERIES 

 

Amount of Gift Included in Offering Envelope 

Patron $50+_________ 

Beethoven Circle $150+_____________ 

Bach Circle $250 + _____________ 

Conductor’s Circle $500 and over ______________ 

 

NAME(S) for Concert Programs: ______________________________________________ 

Check here if you do NOT want to be listed in the program. ________ 

 

Email address: ____________________________________________________ 

 

• October 6th, 2024  4:00 PM    James Kibbie, organ 

• November 7th, 2024 7:00 PM  Bowling Green State University Men's Chorus 

• February 23rd, 2025 4:00 PM  Minnita Daniel-Cox, soprano 

• March 9th, 2025  4:00 PM   OPUS 216 String Quintet 

• May 17th, 2025 2:00 PM   Canton Symphony Orchestra Chorus 
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Download the St. Paul’s Phone APP  
 

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your 

smart phone and download the “My Church” by 

Pushpay. It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing 

STPLC  APP.   

Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

To take advantage of all the app’s features you 

must create an account.  Get notifications and reminders of upcoming events, access our 

live stream worship and worship bulletins, send prayer requests, and see the church 

calendar. You can even give electronically.   
 

Community Social Media Pages 
Facebook & Instagram 

Search “Massillon Lutheran Churches” 
 

Facebook 
Search “St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Massillon” 

Search “Cathedral Concerts at St Paul’s” 
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 Thank you to those serving today: 
 

Presiding      Rev. Mark Kreemer 

 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake   

  

Lector      Myers Family 

 

Assisting Minister   Dave Stoner 

 

Communion Assistants   Patty Long & Gary Collard 

 

Greeters     Russ & Mary Ann Poling 

 

Sacristy     Lynda Klein 
 

 

Ushers     Jack & Marsha Fortune, 

      Shane Jackson, John Liebermann 
       

Soundboard     Jim Johnson 

 

Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko 

 

 

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

GATHERING HYMN       God When Human Bonds Are Broken ELW 603 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    If You But Trust in God to Guide You  ELW 769 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

COMMUNION:    Although I Speak With Angel’s Tongue ELW 644 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 

 

SENDING  HYMN     Our Father, By Whose Name   ELW 640 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
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Cathedral Concerts at St. Paul’s 

 
Sunday, October 6, at 4 pm. 

Join us in welcoming Dr. James Kibbie for the second concert in our series. 

Admission is free. 

 

 

American organist and teacher, Dr. James Kibbie, has been awarded the Grand Prix 

d'Interprétation at the prestigious International Organ Competition of Chartres, France, and is 

also the only American to have won the International Organ Competition of the Prague Spring 

Festival in Czechoslovakia. 

 

Dr. Kibbie maintains a full schedule of concert, recording, and festival engagements throughout 

North America and Europe, including appearances at the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, 

Royal Festival Hall in London, Dvorak Hall in Prague, and Lincoln Center in New York. He is 

a frequent jury member of international organ competitions. 

 

James Kibbie is widely regarded as an authority on the organ works of J.S. Bach. He has 

performed all the known organ compositions of Bach in a series of 18 recitals and frequently 

presents Bach recitals, workshops and master-classes. His performances have been broadcast on 

radio and television in the USA, Canada, and Europe. 
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