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WELCOMLE

To our Church Family
We ne Glad You e Fere!



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a
coffee cup and information about our church. You may also want to download our new St.
Paul’s App and visit our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag.

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service.
These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward.

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored
glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and would like
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.

Altar Flowers

The Altar flowers were given today by Leslie & Dick Longworth in honor of Lillian’s 12
birthday.

Today’s Worship Theme

A woman finds healing by touching Jesus’ cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he takes her
by the hand. In both cases a boundary is crossed: in Jesus’ time the hemorrhaging woman was
considered ritually unclean, polluting others by her touch, and anyone who touched a corpse
also became unclean. In Mark’s gospel Jesus breaks down barriers, from his first meal at a tax
collector’s house to his last breath on the cross as the temple curtain is torn in two. We dare to
touch Jesus in our “uncleanness” and to live as a community that defines no one as an outsider.

Readings and Psalm

Lamentations 3:22-33

Great is the LORD’s faithfulness

Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24 (alternate)

God created humankind for immortality
Psalm 30

I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up. (Ps. 30:1)
2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Excel in generosity, following the Lord Jesus
Mark 5:21-43

Christ healing a woman and Jairus’s daughter
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The Westminster Strike
Welcome and Announcements

Prelude Great Is Thy Faithfulness arr. Joel Raney (b. 1956)
Mrs. Phyllis Staver & Dr. Haake, piano

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share
with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, * the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven
and loved into abundant life.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the prayers of your people. Be our strong
defense against all harm and danger, that we may live and grow in faith and hope, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33

2The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;

Bthey are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

24“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”
2>The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.
261t is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.

It is good for one to bear the yoke in youth,

Bto sit alone in silence when the Lord has imposed it,




»to put one’s mouth to the dust (there may yet be hope),

%o give one’s cheek to the smiter, and be filled with insults.

3'For the Lord will not reject forever.

32Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;

33for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 30

. ¥ . e - i
- | |P J_‘_i @

J > ' ! o

I wil ex - alt you, O LoRD,
q | N | — | |
(& I @ e @ .|| @ ]
A\AV4 - | | | | | |
J > | |

be - cause you have lift - ed me

1T will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lift- | ed me up
and have not let my enemies triumph | over me.
20 LORD my God, I cried ! out to you,
and you restored | me to health.
3You brought me up, O LORD, ! from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down ! to the grave.
4Sing praise to the LORD, | all you faithful;
give thanks in ho- ' ly remembrance. R
’God’s wrath is short; God’s favor ! lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes ! in the morning.
SWhile I felt se- | cure, I said,
“I shall never | be disturbed.
"You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was ! filled with fear.
*I cried to | you, O LORD;
I pleaded with | my Lord, saying,
*“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down ! to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness?
'Hear, O LORD, and have mer- ! cy upon me;
O LORD, | be my helper.” R
Y ou have turned my wailing ! into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy.




2Therefore my heart sings to you ! without ceasing;
O LORrRD my God, I will give you ! thanks forever. R

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

"Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in
our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.

81 do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the
earnestness of others. *For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become
rich. 1°And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year
not only to do something but even to desire to do something—!'now finish doing it, so that your
eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. '?For if the eagerness is
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not according to what one does not
have. ’I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a
question of a fair balance between *your present abundance and their need, so that their
abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. 1°As it is written,

“The one who had much did not have too much,

and the one who had little did not have too little.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 5:21-43

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 5™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21'When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around
him; and he was by the sea. *Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and,
when he saw him, fell at his feet >*and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point
of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” 2*So he
went with him.

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there was a woman who had
been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 2°She had endured much under many
physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 2’She
had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, *for she
said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” ?Immediately her hemorrhage stopped;
and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. *°Immediately aware that power had
gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my
clothes?” 3'And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you
say, ‘Who touched me?’ > *’He looked all around to see who had done it. **But the woman,
knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told
him the whole truth. **He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and
be healed of your disease.”

3>While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your
daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” *But overhearing what they said, Jesus
said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” *’"He allowed no one to follow
him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. **When they came to the house of the
leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. **When he
had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead
but sleeping.” *°And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s
father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. “'He took her
by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” **And
immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they
were overcome with amazement. “*He strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and
told them to give her something to eat.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Mark Kreemer

HYMN OF THE DAY  Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733




APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.

After each petition the following response is given:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit and
the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANTHEM At the River Aaron Copland (1900-1990)
Andrew Hodge, baritone

OFFERTORY
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, .....And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!




COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
Communion How Beautiful Twila Paris (b. 1958)

Sammy Kay Smith, soprano

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your
name we pray.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Lord Whose Love In Humble Service ELW 712

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

*+ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Rejoice! Jesus Reigns! arr. Larry Shackley (b. 1956)
Mrs. Staver & Dr. Haake

In our prayers today we will remember

Mary Ann Hinton, Dave Paul, Cheryl Lash, Jessica Swank, Mary Martin, Rick Theiss, Mary
Ann Breslin, Joy Smith, Amy White, Lindsay Mays, Errett Butler, Theresa Eckleberry, Jack
Young.

Guest Artist:

Today, we welcome guest vocalist Andrew Hodge to St. Paul’s. Andrew is a veteran of the
United States Marine Corps and is now a music major studying in Northern California. He
studies general musical ideas with an emphasis on voice, working with Professor Daniel
Paulsen at Sacramento City College. Andrew is the brother of Sammy Kay Smith’s beau, and
we are grateful he is sharing his gifts in worship today!
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Capital Campaign Report

Phase One Projects $337,000
Funds raised $286,240
Interest $ 4,445
Building Fund $ 30,000
Remaining funds $ 16,315

to be raised

Download the St. Paul’s Phone
APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your
smart phone and download the “My Church” by
Pushpay. It is a free download.

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing
STPLC APP.
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.

To take advantage of all the app’s features you must create an account. Get notifications
and reminders of upcoming events, access our live stream worship and worship bulletins,
send prayer requests, and see the church calendar. You can even give electronically.

Flowers for the altar

Please text Sue Ambrosic at 330-844-7648 if you would like to have the Altar or
Throne flowers for 2024.

The cost of Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday; the Throne flowers are $28. You will
be billed directly by Carmola's Flowers in Massillon.

Upcoming American Red Cross Blood Drives

If you are willing to give blood this spring and summer, here are the dates to show
up at our church:

July 1, noon-6:00
August 26, noon-6:00
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Preview of next year's Concert Series
Dr. Abigail Haake, our Director of Music, is pleased to present next season's artists.

If you are interested in becoming a patron for this upcoming year, please let the
office or Dr. Haake know.

I WOULD LIKE TO BE A PATRON OF THE
2024-2025 CATHEDRAL CONCERT SERIES

Amount of Gift Included in Offering Envelope
Patron $50+
Beethoven Circle $150+
Bach Circle $250 +
Conductor’s Circle $500 and over
NAME(S) for Concert Programs:
Check here if you do NOT want to be listed in the program.
Email address:

 September 29",2024 4:00PM Singers Companye
e October 6™, 2024 4:00 PM James Kibbie, organ

* November 7™, 2024 7:00 PM  Bowling Green State University
Men's Chorus

e February 23,2025 4:00 PM  Minnita Daniel-Cox, soprano

e March 9", 2025 4:00 PM OPUS 216 String Quintet

e May 17", 2025 2:00 PM Canton Symphony Orchestra
Chorus

14



Thank you to those serving today:

Presiding Rev. Mark Kreemer

Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake

Lector Marcia Wright

Assisting Minister Kathryn Myers

Communion Assistants Patty Long & Tracie Schmolt

Greeters Marilyn Norton

Sacristy Mary Ann Poling

Ushers Shane Jackson, Eric & Carla Myers, Mark Waltz
Soundboard John Stanko

Video/Live-Stream Tracie Schmolt

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING HYMN O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

HYMN OF THE DAY  Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

SENDING HYMN Lord Whose Love In Humble Service ELW 712
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved
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Images in the Readings

Some historians speculate that the openness of the primitive Christian community to
women was part of its rapid growth. In today’s gospel reading, Jesus welcomes the
plea of a bleeding woman, even though her bleeding has rendered her both
religiously unclean and personally frustrated by medical failures. Jesus also touches
the hand of a corpse, and that of a young girl, whose life would have been
undervalued by a patriarchal society. The picture of Jesus meeting needs without
any worry about religious restrictions continues to challenge the church.

Traditional religion has honored even the clothing of saintly persons, as if the
holiness transferred from one’s inner being to one’s garment. Medieval Christianity
regarded such clothing as relics worthy of reverence because they symbolized the
baptismal life of the deceased. For example, in Assisi is displayed the robe of St.
Francis, a believer who literally followed Jesus by embracing the sick and dying.

In the lament, the Lord is called portion. For the Levites, who were given no land
allotment in Israel, God was their portion of the people’s inheritance.

The lament urges the suffering warrior to sit in silence. This is a complex image:
yes, the suffering one is urged to patience and silence, but this advice is given to a
warrior, not, for example, to an abused woman. We must be careful not to misuse
poetic imagery.

Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses

How often have I felt my soul awakened by thy Light and warmed by the fire of thy
Love—then I approach thee—I find thee—but Alas instantly after I lose thee—
often I think myself received—then fear I am rejected—and in this continual
change of interior dispositions I walk in darkness and often go astray—I desire and
know not how to desire, I love, and know not how to love, nor how to find what I
love. Ah Lord I know not what I ought to say to Thee: but hear the Voice of Thy
love and of my misery; Live always in me, and let me live perpetually in Thee and
for Thee as I love only by Thee. Enlighten me, O Divine Light! Conduct me, O
Supreme Truth! Raise me again, O increated Life! Separate me from everything that
displeases Thee. Suffer me to remain at thy Feet.

—FElizabeth Seton

[Elizabeth Seton, Elizabeth Seton: Selected Writings, ed. Ellin Kelly and Annabelle Melville (New York:
Paulist Press, 1987), 228-229.]
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Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem -er’s praise,
2 My gra- ciousMas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - celve;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AzmoNn, Carl G. Gléser, 1784—1829: arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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pas-sions they fail not;
man - 1 - fold wit-ness

as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt
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be.

thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.

hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un- to me.

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—-1960

Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor - ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants,bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur-dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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