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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
April 14th, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Church Family 
We’re Glad You’re Here! 

 
	

WELCOME 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with 
us for the first time, please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex.  As 

our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a 
coffee cup and information about our church.  You may also want to download our new St. 
Paul’s App and visit our website.  Information on both is in the Welcome Bag. 
 

For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the service. 
These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome at the table! 
 

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion), 
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and 
return to your seats using the side aisles.  If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but 
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come 
forward. 
 

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape juice is in the colored 
glasses in the center of the communion tray.  If you are not able to come forward and would like 
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.  
 
Altar Flowers 
The Altar flowers were given today by Scott &Darlene Lewis in honor of their 41st anniversary 
and in memory of Arthur (Artie) Lewis. 
 
Today’s Worship Theme  

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food 
with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In 
today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his 
suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday 
worship. 

Readings and Psalm 
 
Acts 3:12-19 
Health and forgiveness through the risen Jesus 
Psalm 4 
The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3) 
1 John 3:1-7 
The revealing of the children of God 
Luke 24:36b-48 
Eating with the risen Christ 
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Today's Hymns from the Tower                                            Church Carillon  
Announcements 
 
Prelude:    In the Garden    Gerald Near (b. 1942) 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our 
joy. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 
us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 
deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 
rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led 
the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert 
pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of 
your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
GATHERING SONG    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 
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GREETING  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray.  
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us 
with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 
 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare 
at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 
him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 
you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of 
all of you. 
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 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way 
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 
suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm: Psalm 4 

 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful; 
  the LORD will hear me | when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed. R 
 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 
  and put your trust | in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness | in my heart, 
  more than when grain and | wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure. R 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 
 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this 
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 
one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are 
you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see 
that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy 
they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON          Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    With High Delight Let Us Unite  ELW 368 
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CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news. 
 
After each petition the following response is given: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE . 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  With a Voice of Singing   Martin Shaw 
                  Chancel Choir    (1875-1958) 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of 
your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true 
vine. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places…. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness  
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these 
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 
and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
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Communion Hymns:  Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether   ELW 470 
      
TABLE BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
 Amen. 
  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send us 
forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our 
redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn:   Alleluia! Sing to Jesus    ELW 392   

Blessing 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude:         Trumpet Tune in D Major, Opus 116, No. 6 Flor Peeters (1903-1986) 
 
 
In our prayers today we will remember 
 
Vickie Groenke, Joy Smith, Steve Kress, John Homer, Jack Saarela, David Paul, Amy White, 
Lindsay Mays, Noah & Axel Casserar, Errett Butler, Paula Kritzer, Pat Adams, Chris Collard, 
Theresa Eckleberry, Jack Young, and Phyllis Keefer. 

 
Chancel Choir Practice, every Wednesday 7:00 pm 
 

 
Handbell Choir Practice, Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Needed: Handbell Ringers!  
Can you count to three or four? Do you like having fun? Can you commit three 
Wednesdays? Come make a joyful noise and join us April 17 and 24 and  
May 1 in preparation to ring in worship on May 5. 

 
Capital Campaign Report 

 
 

Phase One Projects    $337,000 
Funds raised    $257,694 
Interest      $    3,007 
Building Fund    $  30,000 
Remaining funds    $  46,299 
to be raised 
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Adult Sunday School 
What Just Happened? 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us….” (Luke 24:32a) 

 
It is hard to imagine the reaction of those who personally encountered the resurrected Christ. 
Yet as recorded in the scriptures, we catch a glimpse of their confusion, amazement, and 
subsequent actions. During the month of April and into May, we’ll look closely at those who 
had the supreme privilege of seeing the Lord Jesus after his resurrection. We will study the 
words of Jesus to them and their response, all so we might be more faithful. The class meets at 
11:30 a.m. after the Sunday worship service, upper floor of Parish Hall. An elevator is available 
for easy access. 
 
 

Cathedral Concerts Series 
 
Sunday April 28, 2:00 pm 

The Canton Symphony Chorus 
Director Doug Beery 

 
Sunday, May 19, 5:00 pm 
       Camarada Brass Quintet          and            Silver & Strings Trio 
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Thursday Morning Bible Study: 10:00 am 

Ten Women of the Bible By: Max Lucado 

Their actions stood out to the writers of Scripture, even though society 
overlooked their contributions. In Ten Women of the Bible, a 10-session 
workbook, Lucado tells the stories of 10 pivotal biblical women, 
including Sarah, Rahab, Abigail, Esther, Sapphira, Mary Magdalene, 
and others. Each session features insights and study questions that 
explore their lives—and help you apply the lessons to yours. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Download the St. Paul’s Phone 
APP  
 
Go to your Google or Apple app store on your 
smart phone and download the “My Church” by 
Pushpay. It is a free download. 
 

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing 
STPLC  APP.   
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.   
 

To take advantage of all the app’s features you must create an account.  Get notifications 
and reminders of upcoming events, access our live stream worship and worship bulletins, 
send prayer requests, and see the church calendar. You can even give electronically.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Kitchen Angels Event Coming Up! 
 

Fundraiser Dinner for the Capital Campaign 
 

June 8th, 5:00 pm 
Tickets: $20 for adults, $10 for children under 10. 

There will be 50/50 tickets and a silent auction. 
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Thank you to those serving today: 
 
Presiding      Rev. Mark Kreemer 
 

Director of Music    Dr. Abigail Haake   
 
Lector      Lynda Klein 
 
Assisting Minister   Patty Long 
 
Communion Assistants   Kathryn Myers and Gary Collard 
 
Greeter     Gary Collard 
 
Sacristy     Sandi Bennett 
 

Ushers     Greg and Lynda Klein 
Adam and Jennifer Johnson 

 
Soundboard     Jim Johnson 
 
Video/Live-Stream   John Stanko  
 
 
 
Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following: 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
GATHERING SONG    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367 
Public Domain 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    With High Delight Let Us Unite  ELW 368 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  
License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 
Communion Hymns:  Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether   ELW 470 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  
License #A-734490. All rights reserved 
 
Sending Hymn:   Alleluia! Sing to Jesus    ELW 392 
Public Domain 
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