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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

We are so glad that you chose to worship with us today. If you are visiting with
us for the first time please visit our Welcome Center in the North Narthex. As
our way of saying thank you, you will receive a St. Paul’s Welcome Bag with a
coffee cup and information about our church. You may also want to download our new St.
Paul’s App and visit our website. Information on both is in the Welcome Bag.
For our young worshipers we have children’s packets to play and color with during the
service. These are on the white stand near the east entrance to our sanctuary.

You are Welcome at the table!

If you have been baptized and believe Christ is present in the Eucharist (Holy Communion),
you are welcome to join us at the table. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers and
return to your seats using the side aisles. If you do not wish to partake in the Sacrament but
would like to receive a blessing, please just cross your hands over your chest when you come
forward.

Grape juice and Gluten-free wafers are available on request. Grape Joice is in the colored
glasses in the center of the communion tray. If you are not able to come forward and would like
to receive communion, please inform an usher and the pastor will bring communion to you.

Today’s Worship Focus

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into
Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by
even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability:
agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human
suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death
will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of
God’s astonishing work.

Readings and Psalm

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The servant of the LORD submits to suffering

Psalm 31:9-16

Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
Philippians 2:5-11

Humbled to the point of death on a cross

Mark 15:1-39 [40-47]

The passion of the Lord

Flowers

Altar Fowers were given today by Dennis Morgan in honor of his church family.



Today's Hymns from the Tower Church Carillon
The Westminster Strike
Announcements

Prelude: All Glory, Laud, and Honor Barbara Harbach (b. 1946)
ACCLAMATION

Blessed 1s the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, “saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. °If anyone says
anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will send them
immediately.” *This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

*“Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

°The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; "they brought the donkey and the colt,
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. ®A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. “The crowds that went
ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
'“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” ''The
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he
entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread
garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant
us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.

Refrain
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti - tude of pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To you, be - fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To  you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - 0 - dy we raise.
great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584—-1635



PRAYER OF THE DAY

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on
the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.
Silence is kept. Then the presiding minister prays the prayer of the day.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race, you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience
to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a

“The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that [ may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
*The Lord GoD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
°I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
"The Lord Gob helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
“It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Anthem: The Holy City Stephen Adams (1841-1913)
Megan Meyer, soprano

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

’Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
"Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
1950 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
'Tand every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ 1s Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel: Mark 15:1-39 (40-47)

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 15" chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

'As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and
the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. “Pilate
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so0.” *Then the chief
priests accused him of many things. “Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how
many charges they bring against you.” *But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was
amazed.

"Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they
asked. 'Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder
during the insurrection. ®So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to
his custom. “Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the
Jews?” '%For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him
over. ''But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them
instead. '“Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call
the King of the Jews?” “They shouted back, “Crucify him!” '“Pilate asked them, “Why, what
evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” '°So Pilate, wishing to satisfy
the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be
crucified.

'°Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. '”And they clothed him in a purple
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. '*And they began saluting
him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” "They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt
down in homage to him. *’After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his
own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

*IThey compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. “*Then they brought Jesus to the place
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). *?And they offered him wine mixed with
myrrh; but he did not take it. **And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them,
casting lots to decide what each should take.

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. *°The inscription of the charge
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” ?’And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his
right and one on his left. *’Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, *’save yourself, and come
down from the cross!” *'In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. *’Let the
Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.”
Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.

**When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. **At
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”” which means,



“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” *When some of the bystanders heard it, they
said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” *°And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take
him down.” *’Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. **And the curtain of the temple
was torn in two, from top to bottom. *’Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that
in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” [

“There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. *' These used to follow
him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had
come up with him to Jerusalem.

“When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the
sabbath, “*Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. “Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked
him whether he had been dead for some time. “*When he learned from the centurion that he was
dead, he granted the body to Joseph. “*Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the
body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He
then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. *’Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
Joses saw where the body was laid. ]

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Mark Kreemer

HYMN OF THE DAY My Song is Love Unknown ELW 343
(vs. 1-4)

CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of
creation, and a world in need.

After each petition the following response is given:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offertory Anthem: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  Gilbert M. Martin (b. 1941)
Chancel Choir



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we
have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this
holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places.... And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Bread for the journey.
A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
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COMMUNION HYMN Were You There ELW 353
TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of
wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the

name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen.
SENDING HYMN Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW 347

BLESSING

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed.
God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage,

and * give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Herzlich tut mich verlangen Pamela Decker (b. 1955)
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Music Notes
Continuing to honor women composers during Women'’s History Month:

Barbara Harbach, Curators’ Distinguished Professor Emerita of Music at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis, has a large catalog of works, including pieces for organ, harpsichord and
piano; symphonies; operas; compositions for string orchestra; musicals; works for chamber
ensembles; film scores; modern ballet music; choral anthems; and many arrangements of
various Baroque works for brass and organ. Dr. Harbach holds academic degrees from
Pennsylvania State University (B.A.), Yale University (M.M.A.), the Musikhochschule
(Konzertdiplom) in Frankfurt, Germany, and the Eastman School of Music (D.M.A.). In 2002,
she received an honorary doctorate in music, Honoris Causa, from Wilmington College, Ohio,
for her lifetime achievement as a composer, performer, editor, and publisher. Dr. Harbach has
toured extensively as both concert organist and harpsichordist throughout the United States and
Canada, as well as overseas in Belgium, Bosnia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary,
Italy, Japan, Korea, Romania, Serbia and Russian Siberia.

Pamela Decker, organist and composer, is professor of organ and theory at the University of
Arizona. Dr. Decker has performed extensively as a concert organist throughout the United
States, Canada and Europe and has won prizes in national and international competitions for
organ and composition. Her compositions have been performed in at least 19 countries by
musicians from all over the world. She has been published by Wayne Leupold Editions, C. F.
Peters, Augsburg, Hinshaw Music, Inc., World Library Publications, and Oxford University
Press. Dr. Decker holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from Stanford University and was
awarded a Fulbright grant in 1980 to study organ and composition in Luebeck, Germany.

In our prayers today we will remember

Errett Butler, Barb and Tom Hamilton, Paula Kritzer, Dave Paul, Eleanore Grunde, Pat
Adams, Chris Collard, Chrissy Sturtz, Carol Rohr, Mary Gainer, and Phyllis Keefer.

Chancel Choir Practice, every Wednesday
7:00 pm

Handbell Choir Practice, Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Needed: Handbell Ringers!

Can you count to three or four? Do you like having fun? Can you commit three
Wednesdays? Come make a joyful noise and join us April 17 and 24 and May
1 in preparation to ring in worship on May 5!



Holy Week at St. Paul’s Lutheran

Palm Sunday March 24, 10:00 AM
Maundy Thursday March 28, 7:00 PM
Community Stations of the Cross  March 29, 12:00 noon
(St. Mary’s Roman Catholic)

Good Friday March 29, 7:00 PM
Easter Sunrise March 31, 7:30 AM
Easter Morning March 31, 10:00 AM
Adult Sunday School

Getting Ready for Easter

What is a spiritual discipline? During this series of lessons, we’ll explore spiritual disciplines
that help get us ready for Easter, for resurrection, including our own. What is the place in our
daily Christian lives for such practices as meditation, fasting, simplicity, and submission? And
is there joy is this preparation, these disciplines? The answer is a resounding yes! Please join us
as we meet each Sunday for Bible study and fellowship at 11:30, top floor of Parish Hall. An
elevator is available for easy access.

Capital Campaign Report

Phase One Projects $337,000
Funds raised $255,189
Interest $ 2,308
Building Fund $ 30,000
Remaining funds $ 49,503

to be raised



Thursday Morning Bible Study: 10:00 am
John: The Gospel of Light and Life by Adam Hamilton

This Lent, join Adam Hamilton and experience a season of spiritual growth and
life-changing renewal while exploring the major themes of John. Along with
Hamilton's comments, this book includes the entire text of the Gospel of John
(CEB), divided into six parts for ease of reading and study. Topics are:

1. The Farewell Discourse

2. The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion of the King

3. Eternal Life

Download the St. Paul’s Phone
APP

Go to your Google or Apple app store on your
smart phone and download the “My Church” by
Pushpay. It is a free download.

Open the app and search for St Paul’s by typing
STPLC APP.
Then click on the St Paul’s logo—that’s it.

To take advantage of all the app’s features you must create an account. Get notifications
and reminders of upcoming events, access our live stream worship and worship bulletins,
send prayer requests, and see the church calendar. You can even give electronically.

Hymns, Liturgies, and Live stream permissions granted by the following:
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS027923
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GATHERING HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW 344
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-734490. All rights reserved

HYMN OF THE DAY My Song is Love Unknown ELW 343
Public Domain
COMMUNION HYMN Were You There ELW 353

Public Domain

SENDING HYMN Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW 347
Public Domain
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ELCA World Hunger’s

400:7

CIVING

We invite you to study, pray, reflect, and give with us during ELCA
World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving — for our families, our neighbors and
communities around the world.

These 40 days are a season to reflect and remember, to look forward and ahead.
These are not easy times for many of us. We know the challenges our world faces. Yet the
season of Lent reminds us that God is not yet through with us or our world. Amid our own
dependence on God, we know by faith that God is even now at work, drawing us toward
the resurrection and restoration of the world.

ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving invites us to be part of that work and to bear
witness to it with partners, companions, friends, and neighbors. Will you join us? Pick up
your coin banks at the entrance to the sanctuary and return them on April 7t.

Thank you to those serving today:

Presiding Rev. Mark Kreemer

Director of Music Dr. Abigail Haake

Lector Rev. Lynn Williamson

Assisting Minister Kathryn Myers

Communion Assistants Kathryn Myers & Gary Collard

Greeters Dick & Robin Cordes

Sacristy Sue Ambrosic

Ushers Gary Collard, Chris Hall
Shane Jackson, Craig Maurer

Soundboard Jim Johnson

Video/Live-Stream John Stanko
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My Song Is Love Unknown
1 My song is love unknown,
my Savior's love to me,
love to the loveless shown
that they might lovely be.
Oh, who am I that for my sake
my Lord should take frail flesh and die?
2 He came from his blest throne
salvation to bestow;
the world that was his own
would not its Savior know.
But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed,
who at my need his life did spend!
3 Sometimes we strew his way
and his sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day
hosannas to our king.
Then "Crucify!" is all our breath,
and for his death we thirst and cry.
4 We cry out; we will have
our dear Lord made away,
a murderer to save,
the prince of life to slay.
Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes
that he his foes from thence might free.
5 In life no house, no home
my Lord on earth might have;
in death no friendly tomb
but what a stranger gave.
What may I say? Heav'n was his home
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.
6 Here might I stay and sing—
no story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise
[ all my days could gladly spend!



Were You There
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1 Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the  tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the  side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him in the  tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailled him to  the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - c¢i - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WERE YOU THERE, African American spiritual
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Go to Dark Gethsemane
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1 Go to dark Geth-sem - a - ne, all who feel the tempt-er’s pow’r;
2 Fol-low to the judg-ment hall, view the Lord of life ar - raigned;
3 Cal-v’ry’smourn-ful moun-tain climb; there, a - dor-ing at his feet,
4 Ear-ly has-ten to the tomb where they laid his breath-less clay;
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your Re-deem-er’s con-flict see.  Watch with him one bit - ter hour;
oh, the worm-wood and the gall! Oh, the pangshis soul sus-tained!
mark that mir - a - cle of time, God’sown sac - r1 - fice com-plete.
all 18 sol - 1 - tude and gloom. Who has tak -en him a - way?
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turn not from his  griefs a- way; learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
Shun not suf-f’ring, shame,or loss; learn from him to bear the cross.
“It is fin-ished!” hear him cry; learn from Je - sus Christ to die.
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Sav - 1or, teach us so to  rise.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854
Music: GETHSEMANE, Richard Redhead, 1820-1901
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