St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Wednesday February 14", 2024

be also

MATTHEW 6:21

WELCOMEL,

to our Church Family.
We’re Glad You’re Here!



GATHERING
The assembly gathers in silence. Psalm 51 is chanted as the Pastor makes his way
to the altar.

GREETING
The assembly stands. The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive
the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly
repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon
and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

A reading from Joel.

'Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is
near—

“a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!

Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes;

their like has never been from of old,

nor will be again after them in ages to come.

12Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; **rend your hearts and not your
clothing.

Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.



“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind
him,
a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?

>Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast;

call a solemn assembly; *° gather the people.

Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged,;

gather the children, even infants at the breast.

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.

’Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD,
weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a
mockery,
a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10

A reading from 2 Corinthians.
*\We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ?*For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God
in vain. “For he says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! *We are putting no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, “but as
servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, *beatings, imprisonments, riots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; °by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness
of spirit, genuine love, 'truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute
and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; “as unknown, and



yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; ‘%as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““Beware of practicing your piety before others in
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

*“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by
others. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. °But when you give alms,
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, “so that your alms
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. °But whenever you pray,



go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

%“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they
have received their reward. *’But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your
face, *®so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

%“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal; “°but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not
break in and steal. “’For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Mark Kreemer

HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, When in Dust to You ELW 601

INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’
passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We
are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline
of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of
love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through
these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we
have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.



We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess
to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of our
mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we
given eternal life through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.
Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.



Congregational Song Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ELW 490
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1 Let all mor -tal flesh keep  si-lence,and with fear and trem - bling stand;
2 King of kings,yet born of Mar-y, as of old on earth he stood,
3 Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on the way;
4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep -less eye,
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Christ our God to earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to  de - mand.

he  will give to all the faith - ful  his own self for heav’'n-ly food.
comes, the pow’rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-nessclears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-i1a! Al -le-lu - 1a! Al - le - lu - ia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 18291885, alt.
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of
creation, and a world in need.



Following each petition the following response is given:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Anthem Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days Mark Schweizer
(1956-2019)

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.

Let us pray.
Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have gathered

that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger
for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places.... And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for
saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for leading your people through the
wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your
anointed one. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's
passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread
and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.



All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Come receive bread for the journey.
A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant wus peace.
COMMUNION HYMN Just As | Am, without One Plea ELW 592

TABLE BLESSING

May the body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER
The assisting minister leads a concluding prayer.

Let us pray.

Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are
gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the
Bread of life. Amen.

SENDING: The Glory of These Forty Days ELW 320
BLESSING

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and +F give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.

In our prayers today we will remember

Barb and Tom Hamilton, Dave Paul, Eleanor Grunden, Lyn Delon-Fellonsteps, Mary Hardesty,
Pat Adams, Linda Shaffer, Chris Collard, Chrissy Sturtz, and Carol Rohr, Mary Gainer, and
Linda & Will Vandevander.
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Wednesday Community Lenten Service

Soup Supper 5:30, Worship 6:30
February 21 St. Paul’s Lutheran
February 28% Grace UCC
March 6% Central Presbyterian
March 13t St. Timothy’s Episcopal
March 20% First Baptist

Holy Week at St. Paul’s Lutheran

Palm Sunday March 24, 10:00 AM
Maundy Thursday March 28, 7:00 PM
Community Stations of the Cross  March 29, 12:00 noon
(St Mary’s Roman Catholic)

Good Friday March 29, 7:00 PM
Easter Sunrise March 31, 7:30 AM
Easter Morning March 31, 10:00 AM



Savior, When in Dust to You
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I Sav-ior, when In dust to you low we bow in hom - age due;
2 By your help-less in- fant years, by your life of want and tears,
3 By your hour of dire de- spair, by your ag - o - ny of prayer,
4 By your deep ex - pir-ing groan, by the sad se - pul - chral stone,
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when,re - pen - tant, to the skies scarce we lift our weep-ing eyes;
by  your days of deep dis - tress in the sav-age wil - der - ness,
by the cross, the nail, the thorn, pierc-ing spear, and tor-turing scorn,
by the vault whose dark a - bode held in wvain the ris - ing God,
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oh, by all your pains and woe suf-fered once for wus be - low,
by the dread, mys - te rious hour of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’'s pow'r,
by the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dread-ful sac - i - fice,
oh, from earth to  heav'n re - stored, might-y, 1re - as - cend -ed Lord,
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bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-1 - ten-tial  cry!
turn, oh, turn a fa - vring eye; hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
lis - ten to our hum-ble sigh; hear our pen-i1 - ten-tial  cry!
bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-1 - ten-tial cry!

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.

Music: ABERYSTWYTH, Joseph Parry, 1841-1903




Just As I Am, without One Plea
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just  as I am, though tossed_ a - bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re - ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to  thee,
man - y.a doubt, fight- ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise I be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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@] Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, [816-1868



The Glory of These Forty Days

n “ [l |
P . ' :
(4 |

\j/ = - p=

1 The glo - ry of these for - ty days we cel - e -
2 A - lone and fast - ing Mo - ses saw the lov - ing
3 So Dan - iel trained his mys - tic sight, de - liv - ered
4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, re - turn In
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J
brate with songs of praise; for Christ, through whom all
God who gave the law; and to E - L - jah,
from the li - ons’ might; and John, the Bride - groom’s
fast and prayer to you. Our spir - 1its strength -en
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things were made, him - self has fast - ed and has prayed.
fast - ing, came the steeds and char - 1 - ots of flame.
friend, be - came the her - ald of Mes - si - ah’s name.
with your grace, and give us joy to see your face.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



