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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

angel said to the shepherds, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for

all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’" Luke 2:10-12
As I am sure that many of you already know, a manger is a feeding trough for animals. What an odd place
to place a new born child. Jesus was born in Bethlehem because Mary and Joseph were forced to travel to
Bethlehem because of an edict from a far-off ruler who had no concern of the welfare of his subjects. The
ones who welcomed the savior into the world were not the movers and shakers of society, but a group of men
who had the lowest social stature. Can you imagine working the graveyard shift just to watch someone else's
sheep? Only somewhat later do the wealthy arrive to worship the savior in the form of wise men from the
east.
The angel told the shepherds that the savior was born for "all the people." This includes not only you and me,
but also the refugee, as Mary and Joseph were. This also includes the poor, as the shepherds were. This also
includes the hungry, the homeless, the mentally ill and the others the world has this way of ignoring or
forgetting.
As you continue we continue to celebrate the Christmas season and move onto to the season of Epiphany on
January 6, look for ways that you can share the gift of the Christ Child with those often invisible ones around
you. Remember that Jesus is the Light of the World and as the people of God, the Body of Christ, we too are
the Light of the World. We are called to let the light of Christ shine on us, in us and through us.
Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your

Father in heaven." Matthew 5:14-16
Have a Blessed Christmas
and a Dazzling Epiphany!

Pastor Dan will be at the Northeastern Ohio Professional
Leader’s Retreat January 16-18. If you are in need of pastoral
care, please contact him at the conference.

Blessings,
Pastor Dan
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FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
December was a very busy month at St. Paul’s. We hosted an extra-large
number of visitors during the community candle walk and thank all those who
prepared for and performed at that wonderful evening event. We also had
very special Sunday services with presentations by both our youth and adult
choral and bell choirs. We also had the privilege of hearing some of the singers
that Chad Pittman teaches at Firestone High School at one of our services.
The Welfare and social action committee coordinated the generosity of many of you and made Christmas
better for 17 local families while the youth had help from many of you with “Project Red” as they gave gifts to
Massillon firefighters. Both Youth and adults also went caroling to many of the homebound and helped
brighten their Christmas season.
At our December Church Council meeting we named Craig Maurer to fill the position

Wishing you

that opened on the Mission Endowment Committee when Roger Knudsen moved to

love, peace,

Columbus. We also issued our thanks for all that Roger has done for our church over

joy, health

the years and particularly his founding and leadership of the Mission Endowment
Committee. Council also approved of naming Loren Veigel as chair of the staff support

and happiness

committee as Sue Reid completed her service as chair of that committee after several

in the New

very busy years of work leading that committee.

Year!

Greg Klein,
Church Council President

ADULT BIBLE CLASS SERIES FOR THE NEW YEAR
Christ in You
Wondering what the days ahead may bring? How to meet the challenges
while remaining grateful for the blessings? So have others for thousands
of years! The letter to the Colossians reminds us that all we need is in
Christ Jesus. Please join the Fellowship Bible Class on Sundays at 10:30,
upper level Parish Hall, as we study Scripture and enjoy the fellowship of
our sisters and brothers in Christ.

CALL COMMITTEE UPDAT E
The Call Committee resumed its work in December and has a first interview scheduled with a pastoral
candidate for early January. Please continue to pray for God’s leading and the work of this committee as we
identify the next pastor to serve at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.
Patty Long
Chair, Call Committee
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COMMUNITY CANDLELIGHT WALK
St. Paul’s was filled with music for the Massillon
Candlelight Walk. We were one of nine churches
along the walk. Our greeters—Gayle Jackson,
Greg and Lynda Klein—presented guests with
an invitation to attend the many Christmas
services. The invitations came with a cookie
attached. They handed out 300 cookies and
printed additional invitations. They estimated we had 500 to 600 guests. Thank you
to Chad Pittman, the adult choir, flutist Judy Hall, guitarist, Carl Mazzocca and
singers—Bryan Corban, Scott Larson and Jack Lang. Thank you to Marcia Wright, Gayle Jackson, Chris Bates
and Sue Reid for baking the cookies and putting together the invitations. The music and beautifully decorated
church made St. Paul’s an inviting place!
Sue Reid, Stewardship & Evangelism—Chair

CHRISTMAS CAROLING FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Thank you to everyone who joined
the caroling on December 10th.
A big thanks to Sue Ambrosic for
setting up the routes for JAM visits
to the nursing home and for the
carolers visiting the homebound.
Also, thanks to Christine Bates and

the Parish Fellowship committee for
feeding the carolers with warm soup
and sandwiches.
Sue Reid, Stewardship & Evangelism—Chair
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COMMUNITY MEAL & CLOSET
Charles Dickens famously wrote, ‘’At this festive season of the year, …….it is more
than usually desirable that we should make some slight provision for the Poor and
Destitute, who suffer greatly at the present time. Many …… are in want of common
necessaries; ….many are in want of common comforts.”
On Friday, December 8, a bitterly cold night, St. Paul’s welcomed one-hundred and ten

(110) guests to our monthly Community Meal and Community Closet. This being our Christmas meal, the Hall
was brightly decorated with a lighted tree and some beautiful Christmas wreaths. There were toys and special
Christmas cups for all children in attendance, as well as the usual assortment of books.
Our Christmas menu consisted of ham, shredded potato casserole, green beans, coleslaw, dinner roll, choice
of beverage, and a piece of cake or a specialty donut for dessert. All dessert was provided by private donors
who support our ministry. The number of attendees was a new record for us, surpassing the 106 that we fed
in November 2016.

Many attendees visited the Community Closet after the meal. It was very cold on Friday night, and warm
coats and clothes are much in need. As a reminder, it is requested that donated clothing be separated into
bags by gender for easier and quicker sorting by our volunteers. Because we are operating out of multiple
rooms, separating donations by men's, women's, and children's will be extremely helpful. We are continually
improving the shopping experience with new shelving and clothing racks thanks to funding from one of our
endowment funds. Thank you for all of your support.
We are only accepting winter clothing at the moment so please hold your summer garments until spring.
We are always looking for volunteers, so please don't be shy if you want to see how your time and talent can
be utilized. Please contact either Jack Fortune at 330-874-3525 or Lea Lang at 330-224-2263 to discuss.
St. Paul’s Community Meal and Community Closet provide a free meal and clothing for all on the 2nd Friday
of each month. Our next opening is Friday, January 12, from 4:30 to 6:00.
As always, we thank you for your many prayers and continued support of
this much needed ministry.
Jack & Marsha Fortune
Community Meal Directors

Lea Lang
Community Closet Director

BLOOD DRIVE
St. Paul’s Parish Hall (Lower Level)
Monday, January 8 from 12-6pm
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TREASURE—STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM
During November, Pastor led a series of sermons based on “Treasure”,
a study on faith and money. he heart of the study was based on “Where your
treasure is..there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) Thank you to
everyone who pledged money and completed the Time & Talent survey. This
will help us plan our ministries here at St. Paul’s. It’s not too late to complete a
Time and Talent Survey – copies can be found in the church office.
Sue Reid, Stewardship & Evangelism—Chair

CHILI COOK-OFF
Join us for St. Paul’s Annual Chili & Soup Cook-Off in the Parish Hall Dining Room on
Sunday, January 21 at 5pm. Bring your favorite chili/soup and your appetite. This is
always a fun-filled, flavorful event and this year is sure to be just as eventful!

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
Baptism of Jackson Lang
On December 3, we welcomed Jackson Lang into the Body of Christ
through the sacrament of Holy Baptism. Jackson was born on July
11, 2017. His parents are Lea (Koehler) & Andrew Lang.

Donation to Make-a-Way

On December 3, we had the pleasure of presenting Bryan
Stuck (Director of Make-A-Way) with $1000 from the
Connie Nelson Fund and $250 from Oktoberfest.

Celebrating Advent
During the month of December, we celebrated the advent season here

at St. Paul’s. As part of our beautiful tradition, we had a different family
each week light a candle. The Brumfield family lit the first candle on the
first Sunday of Advent.
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YOUTH NEWS
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS—The Youth are now selling 2018 Entertainment
Books. Books are $30.00 each and all funds raised will go towards sending
St. Paul’s Youth to the next Youth Gathering. Please contact the church office
or see me in the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings if you would like to
purchase a copy.

PROJECT RED—A very special THANK YOU to everyone that helped
to make Project Red a SUCCESS! Once again the congregation
flooded the youth's "Project Red" with an amazing amount of
donations and we were able to give 49 fire fighters Christmas bags
just in time for the holidays. What a wonderful blessing it was to
give something to those who give daily of themselves to help those
in need. Thank you for your generosity!

YOUTH OVERNIGHTER—We have the best group of kids! We had
the most fun at our youth overnighter on December 15! Due to inclement
weather, our city scavenger hunt had to be held indoors—but WOW, were the
kids creative and didn’t let it stop them from having fun! They also filled 49 fire
fighter bags for our “Project RED”. Thank you to everyone that helped make
this event possible!

JAM BOWLI NG @ PARK C ENTR E LA NES
Calling all youth grades 1-5, we invite you to come join us at Park
Centre Lanes on Sunday, January 14 from 1-3pm for an afternoon of
bowling, fellowship and fun. Watch upcoming bulletins for more
details and make plans to join JAM!
Deidra Monastra

T HUR S DAY MOR NI NG BI B LE S T U DY
The Thursday Morning Bible Study will resume on Thursday, January 4
as we begin a study on Saint Paul's Letter to the Church at Rome. You
won’t want to miss this opportunity to dive deeper into the word with
Pastor Dan each Thursday at 10am.
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F A I T H S T O R I E S : A L O O K I N S I D E S T . PA U L’ S
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
This is the first in a series of articles about our beautiful church and the meanings you can find in our stained
glass windows and symbols found throughout. [Our guide for this series will be “A Chronicle of St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church 1864-1997” Mildred Cook.]
Stained Glass Windows over the Altar at

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Massillon.
The Altar window carries the story of the
passion of Christ and victory over death.
The text for the windows is John 3:16 –
“For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, that whosoever believes in Him

should not perish but have eternal life.”
Bottom Row
Christ praying in garden
Christ find disciples asleep
The betrayal
The arrest
Peter cuts off Malchus ear
Chris before Annas
Second Row

Third Row

Top Row

Christ Before Caiaphas

Pilate washes his hands

The burial

Denial by Peter

Christ carries the cross

The descent to hell

Christ before Pilate

The Crucifixion

The Resurrection

Christ before Herod

The descent from the cross

The women at the tomb

The Flagellation

Soldiers cast lots from Christ garments

The walk to Emmaus

EcceHome – “Behold the Man”

Christ carried to tomb

Christ appears to Thomas

THANK YOU
A very big thank you to the carolers that came to my house. It was a very
welcome visit. I enjoyed all of the carols so much. It was really good seeing
my church friends and singing with them. It made my day. God bless you all!
Phyllis Darrah
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WOW (WOR D O N WE DNES DAY )
Come join use each Wednesday for WOW! The children begin with a
meal at 5:30, followed by Bell/Choir practices at 6:00, then Choir/Craft at
6:30 and conclude with Bible Study at 7:00.
We look forward to seeing you there!
If you have any questions or would like more details, please see Amy
Stuck.

OMEGA CIRCLE
Join us for the next meeting of Omega Circle on January 2, 2018 at 1:00pm. We will
meet in the Gleitsman Lounge as Pastor Dan leads the Bible study on “Saint Paul’s
Letter to the Church at Philippi-Rejoicing in the Time of Suffering. Start the new year
right by joining us for refreshments and this wonderful study!
Jacquie Zupp
President Omega Circle

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

SNIP-N-STITCH
You’re invited to join Snip-n-Stitch each Wednesday

Friendship Bible Study

from 9:00-11:30am. We are always looking for

Group meets on the

volunteers to help us make quilts for Lutheran World

2nd Thursday of the

Relief. No experience is needed, just a willingness to

month in Gleitsman

help others.

Lounge at 6:00pm. All women are invited to attend.
We look forward to seeing you there!

BELL REHEARSALS
Jubilee Ringers meet each Wednesday from 5:15-6:00pm while Reformation Ringers
meet each Wednesday from 6:30-7:30pm. We would love for you to be a part of this
ministry as we come together to worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Jonathon Stuck, Director of Handbell Choirs

MUSIC NOTES
Adult vocal choir rehearsals are held each Wednesday at 7:30pm. All are welcome and
encouraged to join this meaningful family of faith, fellowship, and music!
Chad Pittman, Choir Director
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SACRISTY VOLUNTEERS
Sacristy workers will be looking for help to add to our rotation starting Spring 2018. At present there are 6
volunteers taking 2 months in the year to be responsible in setting up and putting away Communion those
months. Even though it is not difficult this is a special gift of time given to our church. After you prayerfully
consider this request, please see Debbie Hoffman (330) 484-5090 or Pastor Dan for more details. Thank you!
Debbie Hoffman

THE SALVATION ARMY

MAKE-A-WAY

We are writing to express our deepest thanks for the Dear Friends at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
recent donation of $100.00 from St. Paul’s Lutheran

On behalf of the Make-A-Way Center, I would like
Church to The Salvation Army of Massillon. Generous to thank you for your generous gifts of $1000.00,
gifts from organizations like St. Paul’s Lutheran
$250.00 and $100.00. Please know that your generosity
Church provide the financial and moral support

needed to continue our mission.

will help Make-A-Way continue to make a difference in
the lives of our members.

There is no way to fully express our gratitude for your Each year Make-A-Way continues to provide
donation. We at The Salvation Army are continually worthwhile activities and programs free to its
inspired by the dedication and generosity of donors

members at our center, and we couldn’t do it
like yourselves who answer the call to give again and without your help!
again.
Your most generous gift to the Make-A-Way Center
It is our hope that this thank you will help to
is an investment in the future of persons with

communicate our very big thanks for your

disabilities. It is a promise that their future can be

generosity. We aim to glorify Jesus in all we do

brighter, and that they may receive experiences that

for the Kingdom!

will enhance their lives and allow them to grow

Sincerely,

toward greater independence and happiness.

Thomas and Linda-Jo Perks

Sincerely,

Majors, Corps Commanding Officers

Bryan E. Stuck

Director
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SERVERS SCHEDULE

Communion
Jan.

7

Acolytes

Caroline

Deerwester &

Greeters

Bread
Baker
Becky White

Servers
(1) Adam Johnson;
(2) Dan Farrar

Tony Davila

14

21

28

Jacob Hodge &
Aaliyah Litman
Jaden Brumfield
& Tony Davila

Ryan Hostetler &
Jaden Brumfield

Jan.

Lector

7

Lindsay Mays

14

Sacristy

Becky White

Greg & Lynda Klein

Becky White

David Stoner

Becky White

Becky Myers

Becky White

Russ & MaryAnn Poling

(1) Jim Johnson &
Becky White

Elizabeth Juergensen;
(2) Adam Johnson
(1) Greg Klein &

Becky White

Eric Myers; (2) Jim

Johnson
(1) Eric Myers &
Becky White Sue Reid; (2) Elizabeth
Juergensen
Offering Counters

Ushers

Sue Reid, Eric Myers

Chuck Gesen, Chuck

& Christine Bates

Richards & Mike Skelly

Lindsay Mays

Jim Johnson &

Chuck Gesen, Chuck

Scott Larson

21

Lindsay Mays

Doug White, Dan Farrar

Chuck Gesen, Chuck

Andrew Lang

28

Lindsay Mays

Elizabeth Juergensen,

Chuck Gesen, Chuck

Marcia Wright & Greg Klein

Richards & Mike Skelly

Assisting Minister

Lindsay Mays

Lindsay Mays

Deadline to submit articles for the February edition of the Bridge is Wednesday, January 17th.
Please submit your articles via email to: chris@stpaulsmassillon.org or drop them off at the office
at your earliest convenience. Thank You!
Chris Ralston, Office Administrator
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January 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

1pm
Omega Circle

9am Snip-n-stich

6:30pm
Property

New Year’s Eve

Office Closed

5:15pm Jubilee

Undecorate the
Church

5:30pm WOW
6:30pm Reformation

7

8

9

12-6pm
Blood Drive

7pm
Council

10

11

9am Snip-n-stich

6:00pm
Friendship Circle

5:15pm Jubilee
5:30pm WOW

12

13

4:30-6pm
Community Meal
& Clothes Closet

6:30pm Reformation

14

15

16

Office Closed

6:30pm
Finance

17

9am Snip-n-stich
5:15pm Jubilee
5:30pm WOW
6:30pm Reformation

18

19

20

26

27

***Please note: Pastor Dan will be at a conference January 16-18.***

21

22

23

24

25

9am Snip-n-stich

5:00pm-Chili &
Soup Cook-off

5:15pm Jubilee
5:30pm WOW
6:30pm Reformation

28

29

30

31

B I R T H DAYS
January 4th
Earl Everett Jr.
Rose Lane Health Center
5425 High Mill Ave. NW
Massillon, Ohio 44646

January 31st
Irene Yost
200 Marion Ave. NW
Massillon, OH 44646

Check us out on:
Address Service Requested

The Bridge—Connecting Church and home

WORSHIP SERVICES
9:00am—1st Service

ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

127 Cherry Road NE

10:30am—Adult Bible Class

Massillon, Ohio 44646

11:15am—2nd Service

Rev. Daniel J. Cammarn, Pastor

Nursery is staffed by qualified personnel
and available for infant to age 5 from
8:30am to 12:00pm.

djcammarn@gmail.com
Phone: 330.832.7409
Office Hours: M-Th 9-4pm; F 9-1pm

