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LUTHERAN ROOTS

The Lutheran Church is one of the oldest and largest Protestant churches in the world.

It had its origin in Germany during the Reformation movement of the 1500s—a movement led by
Martin Luther, who lived from 1483 to 1546. By the end of the 1500s, Lutheranism had become
the established church in Germany and in all of the Scandinavian countries, and had gained influ-
ence in many other countries. Today, Lutherans form a worldwide religious community of seventy
million members—over nine million of them in the United States.

Early in the 1600s Lutheranism spread to the New World. The earliest and largest groups of
Lutherans came from Germany and the Scandinavian countries.

Henry Mubhlenberg was considered the father of American Lutheranism. He arrived in
Pennsylvania from Germany in 1742 to serve as pastor of several small Lutheran congregations.

By 1817, the 300th anniversary of the posting of Luther's Ninety-Five Theses on the Castle Church
at Whittenberg, there were 650 Lutheran congregations as well as a theological seminary at
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

At one time there were 150 different Lutheran bodies in the United States. As Lutheran immigrants
moved west, they organized new independent territorial synods. One of these, the Missouri Synod,
was formed in 1847. Although several attempts to unify the various Lutheran synods were made
from 1820 to 1886, the synods still remained divided by language, culture, and doctrine.

A common order of worship was published in English in 1888 at the Eastern General Synod, the
Midwestern General Council, and the United Synod of the South.

The twentieth century brought increased growth toward church unity. In 1918, at the 400th
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, the United Lutheran Church in America was formed.
The uniting bodies were the General Council, General Synod, and United Synod of the South,
bridging the chasm caused by the Civil War.
























































































